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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Board Meeting

Regular Meeting Minutes
 Date: June 11, 2020 

Time: 1:00 p.m. 
Location: Zoom Meeting 

www.santarosaplaingroundwater.org 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call
Chairwoman Lynda Hopkins called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. Directors Carnacchi,
Fudge, Hopkins, Jacobs, Nagle, Schwedhelm, Stafford and Zane were present. Director
Dutton joined 1:25 p.m. and Director Harvey joined 1:30 p.m. Also, in attendance at the
meeting, were Andy Rodgers, Administrator; Jay Jasperse, Plan Manager; Marcus Trotta,
Technical Staff; Ann DuBay, Outreach; Andrea Rodriguez, Outreach; and Simone Peters,
Administrative Aide (recorder of meeting minutes). Public attendees included Bob
Anderson, Colin Close, John Rosenblum, Brittany Jensen, Mary Grace Pawson, Elizabeth
Cargay, Nan Waters, Rick Rogers, Craig Scott, Christopher Watt, P. Brophy, Sandi Potter, and
Anne Morkill.

2. Public comment on matters not listed on the agenda but within the subject
matter jurisdiction of the Board

Anne Morkill introduced herself as Executive Director for the Laguna de Santa Rosa 
Foundation, she joined two weeks before the ‘shelter in place’. Ms. Morkill is participating 
to learn more about the Groundwater Sustainability Act, the plan for the Santa Rosa Plain 
and what role the Laguna de Santa Rosa Foundation can play through their restoration in 
our work in the important mission. 

3. Consent Calendar
a. Approve Minutes of April 9, 2020 Board Meeting
b. Approve Year-to-Date Financial Report and In-kin Member Agency Contributions for

Fiscal Year 2019-2020.

No public comment. 
Director Stafford moved to approve the consent calendar as presented, Director Zane 
seconded. Motion passed 8-0-2 (Directors Dutton and Harvey absent). 
Vote Roll Call 
Director Harvey – absent, Director Stafford – aye, Director Carnacchi – aye, Director 
Dutton – absent, Director Jacobs – aye, Director Hopkins – aye, Director Nagle – aye, 
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Director Fudge – aye, Director Schwedhelm – aye, Director Zane - aye 

4. Directors/Subcommittee Report
No subcommittee meetings to report.
No public comment.

5. Advisory Committee Report
Bob Anderson reported on the May 11 meeting where they welcomed two new members.
Fifteen of 18 members attended the May meeting. An additional Advisory Committee
meeting is scheduled on Monday, June 22. Main topics being covered at the May and June
meetings are Sustainable Management Criteria. There are no written recommendations
today but there will be a report later this month.
No public comment.

6. Information items
a. Groundwater Sustainability Plan and Sustainable Management Criteria Update

Jay Jasperse presented an overview of staff’s current topics and activities related to the 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan. Much progress has been made on the groundwater flow 
model. Staff presented at various Advisory Committee meetings in some detail; they 
continue to do refinements and incorporate input from Advisory Committee members. Staff 
plans to bring that back along with the analysis of the preliminary water budget at the June 
22 meeting.  

The Representative Monitoring Point network is required by SGMA, it must meet criteria set 
by DWR regulations. We have identified existing wells already. Additional wells will be 
added through the grant funds. In addition – another form of monitoring network – we are 
using other wells from inside and outside of the basin (in the watershed and adjoining 
areas) to collect data. 

Questions/Comments 
Nagle – Representative Monitoring Point Network – is there an associated map with the 
description you put in? 

Trotta – Maps were provided in the March Advisory Committee meeting packet and 
possibly the April Board meeting. The maps are preliminary. 

Jay Jasperse continued his presentation discussing Sustainable Management Criteria. 
Between the three basins, there are seventeen indicators to develop. For this basin staff is 
developing Sustainable Management Criteria for five indicators: 

1. Chronic decline of groundwater levels
2. Land subsidence
3. Water quality
4. Reduction of groundwater storage
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5. Depletion of interconnected surface water 
 
Staff is actively working with the Advisory Committee on chronic decline of groundwater 
levels, land subsidence, and water quality. Santa Rosa Plain is the only basin currently 
working on water quality SMC, (Petaluma and Sonoma Valley are working on sea water 
intrusion). Jasperse mentioned the reduction of groundwater storage is on hold until the 
water budget is developed, and preliminary work has started to address depletion of 
interconnected surface water – one of the more complicated of the Sustainable 
Management Criteria - by organizing a practitioners’ workgroup. 
 
Questions/comments 
Director Jacobs – On the chronic declines are we using 2015 as the baseline to measure 
declines going forward or, are we looking further into the past? 

Trotta – We are looking further back into the past at historical data. In this basin there is 
data that goes back several decades. We are accounting for some of the historical 
declines and subsequent recovery of groundwater levels. We have developed a 
methodology that takes a different approach for looking at setting thresholds for wells 
that have stable long-term groundwater levels versus wells that have historic declines 
and recovering conditions. 

 
Marcus Trotta presented water quality in detail providing background information and 
covering key points and considerations. 
 
Questions/Comments 
Director Schwedhelm thanked staff for creating the Super Quick Reference Guide. 
Director Nagle is looking forward to the Strawman proposal, he thanked Mr. Trotta for 
keeping the Board informed on the process. 
Director Hopkins thanked everyone for their ongoing work, it feels good to get into this 
scope of the Plan. 
 
Advisory Committee Questions/Comments 
John Rosenblum – Technical work and modelling is extremely important. It informs the 
policy then allows us to model and to reflect the policy. The model and details including 
water quality and monitoring are extremely important. Mr. Trotta promised a detailed 
technical description of the model and he is looking forward to that. Mr. Rosenblum 
explained a concern of his to the Board – Sebastopol and area is dependent on water from 
Wilson Grove Highlands. Will the impacts in the area affect our water? We need more 
collaboration on data, but we haven’t had a detailed meeting to go over what kind of data 
we have and what staff wants. Along with that, agriculture doesn’t spill water on the 
ground, there must be knowledge from irrigation wells. A policy decision isn’t whether we 
can meet the deadline for ‘ticking all the boxes’ in the GSP requirements, but what des the 
Board need to maintain the sustainability of the Plan. The staff said we would get into the 
details at the June 22 Advisory Committee meeting. These are elements that inform policy.  
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4. Interconnection of groundwater-surface water. This group will include Fish and 
Wildlife, Environmental Defense Fund, State Water Control Board, DWR, etc. 

 
Public Questions/Comments 
John Rosenblum – What is the outreach going to be? 

Dubay – Firstly, it is to provide education to rural residents about groundwater and what 
the Groundwater Sustainability Agency is, and how it can impact them in the future. 
Secondly, it is to engage people and address their concerns about groundwater moving 
forward. 

 
John Rosenblum – There are numerous experts in the Advisory Committee; one member 
should be present at each of the practitioner work group meetings. 

Jasperse – This work is to take into consideration the agencies’ expertise and 
jurisdictional interests. This is preliminary, all the work will roll up and be provided to 
the Advisory Committee.  The groups will only be meeting a few times. 

 
c. Groundwater User Registration Program 

Andy Rodgers provided a short update on the key points for implementation of the 
Groundwater User Registration Program.  

 
Questions/Comments 
Director Harvey – My concern is that staff keeps being pulled out for emergencies and we 
are getting into fire season again, I am worried. Do we have a plan B or C to keep this 
moving along? 

Rodgers – Your concern is shared. Right now, we do rely on staff at Permit Sonoma to 
get the registration program database and interactive map connected and functional. 
There isn’t a Plan B except we are getting more and better data from the GSP staff. If 
there is an emergency in the fall, we will have to message that. 
Director Harvey – It is something we will have to keep our eyes on and have another 
discussion if we have a bad fire season. 

  
7. Action Items 

a. Fiscal Year 2018-2019 Budget Adjustment for Engineer Services. After the audit of 
FY 18-19, the County of Sonoma, our bank, requested that the GSA revise the budget 
to include recommended line items per the audit. 

The Fiscal Year 2018-2019 audit found the final budget did not include enough 
appropriations in Engineer Services. Existing appropriations were sufficient to cover all, 
except $36,200, of the $112,461.63 services. The County requested the GSA adjust the final 
budget to reconcile the difference. Staff recommends the Board adopt Santa Rosa Plain GSA 
Resolution No. 2020-001 approving the final budget adjustment and authorizing the 
Administrator to sign the budgetary adjustment form. 
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Questions/Comments 
None. 
Director Stafford moved to approve as presented, Director Harvey seconded. Motion 
passed unanimously 10-0-0. 
Vote Roll Call 
Director Harvey – aye, Director Stafford – aye, Director Schwedhelm – aye, Director 
Carnacchi – aye, Director Zane – aye, Director Dutton – aye, Director Jacobs – aye, Director 
Hopkins – aye, Director Nagle – aye, Director Fudge – aye 
  

b. Contract for GSA Administrator. Consider authorization to amend the contract with 
West Yost Associates for administrative services for the GSA from July 1, 2020 to June 
30, 2022 

The GSA is requesting West Yost to continue providing administrative and program services 
for the Agency. Staff Recommends the board authorize the Administrator to amend the 
agreement with West Yost Associates for a not-to-exceed amount of $469,638 to provide 
administrative and program services for the Agency from July 1, 2020 through June 30, 
2022. 
 
Questions/Comments 
Director Stafford – I appreciate any efficiencies you were able to include in the amounts of 
money that we paid. 
 Rodgers – Thank you for your support and confidence. 
 
Director Harvey moved to approve the contract amendment as presented, Director 
Stafford seconded. Motion passed 9-0-1 (Director Dutton abstained as Gold Ridge is a 
subcontractor). 
Vote Roll Call 
Director Harvey – aye, Director Stafford – aye, Director Schwedhelm – aye, Director 
Carnacchi – aye, Director Zane – aye, Director Jacobs – aye, Director Hopkins – aye, 
Director Nagle – aye, Director Fudge – aye, Director Dutton – abstained 
  

c. Contract with Kronick, Moskowitz, Tiedemamn and Girard, LLC. Consider 
authorization to amend contract for legal services from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2022. 

Staff recommends the Board approve amending the current legal services agreement with 
Kronick, Moskovitz, Tiedemann and Girard, LLC for an amount not to exceed $110,000  
and extending the contract through June 30, 2022. 
 
Questions/Comments 
Director Nagle – Is it a two-year contract for $110K? 
 Rodgers – Yes. 
 
Director Stafford – The report mentions attending meetings – is this by phone? 
 Rodgers – Yes, but only if needed. 
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Director Nagle – Are we paying them to attend virtual meetings? 
 Rodgers – If we ask them, they will attend virtual or in person as needed. 
Director Harvey moved to approve as presented, Director Stafford seconded. Motion 
passed unanimously 10-0-0. 
Vote Roll Call 
Director Harvey – aye, Director Stafford – aye, Director Schwedhelm – aye, Director 
Carnacchi – aye, Director Zane – aye, Director Dutton – aye, Director Jacobs – aye, Director 
Hopkins – aye, Director Nagle – aye, Director Fudge – aye 
 

d. Contract with California State University, Sacramento, College of Continuing 
Education. Consider authorization to amend the contract with California State 
University Sacramento from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2022, to provide facilitation 
services. 

The amended agreement would extend facilitation services from July 1, 2020 through June 
30, 2022 for an amount not-to-exceed $70,590. Staff recommends authorizing the 
Administrator to amend the existing contract with the Collaboration and Consensus 
Program (CCP) to facilitate Advisory Committee meetings, practitioner workgroups, and 
community meetings through June 30, 2022 for an amount not to exceed $70,590. 
 
Public Comment  
None. 
Director Harvey moved to approve as presented, Director Stafford seconded. Motion 
passed unanimously 10-0-0. 
Vote Roll Call 
Director Harvey – aye, Director Stafford – aye, Director Schwedhelm – aye, Director 
Carnacchi – aye, Director Zane – aye, Director Dutton – aye, Director Jacobs – aye, Director 
Hopkins – aye, Director Nagle – aye, Director Fudge – aye 
 
8. Administrator, Plan Manager and Legal Counsel Report 
Administrator report – Andy Rodgers mentioned that one year ago we considered the rate 
and fee study and registration program ordinance. Getting to this point following wildfire, 
planned safety power shutoffs and a pandemic, we were still able to move it forward. He 
said he was proud of this GSA, and technical, outreach, and member agency staff. Also, 
there is a groundwater resource association conference today specifically on GSP and SGMA 
with a lot of comparing of notes! We are hearing that we are doing well technically and 
process wide. He will be gathering more information from that conference and bringing it 
forward in the future. 
 
Plan Manager report – Jay Jasperse followed up on the April meeting. Technical and 
outreach team, everyone is very busy. We continue to monitor health of staff and 
consultants during Covid-19. In April he mentioned they were collectively having to figure 
out a new way to do business and continue to modify their approach – especially working 
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with the Advisory Committee. We added Advisory Committee meetings with fewer 
topics/shorter presentations to allow for more dialogue. For some topics we are preparing 
written materials and getting more input by email. 
 
No update from Legal Counsel. 
 
9. Adjournment 
Director Hopkins thanked all the staff for their work. Meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 
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