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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Board Meeting - Agenda 

Date: April 9, 2020 
Time: 1:00 p.m. 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GOVERNOR'S EXECUTIVE ORDERS N-25-20 AND N-29-20 WHICH 
SUSPENDS CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS OF THE BROWN ACT THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD 
VIRTUALLY VIA REMOTE CONFERENCING SERVICE—NO PHYSICAL MEETING LOCATION 

Zoom Meeting:  
https://zoom.us/j/665875241 

Meeting ID: 665 875 241 
Dial by your location 
+1 253 215 8782 US
+1 301 715 8592 US

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/abOxJoJutu 
Meeting ID: 665 875 241 

Agenda and materials will be available the day of the meeting at: 
www.santarosaplaingroundwater.org 

Agenda 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call

2. Public comment on matters not listed on the agenda but within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the board

3. Consent
a) Approve Minutes of February 13, 2020 Board Meeting
b) Approve Year-to-Date Financial Report

4. Directors/Subcommittee Report

5. Advisory Committee Report

6. Information Items
a) Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) and Sustainable Management Criteria (SMC)

update
b) Proposition 68 Grants update
c) Groundwater User Registration Program update

7. Action Items
a) Advisory Committee rural residential well owners’ seat appointment. Seven of

the 18 Advisory Committee members are appointed by the Board. The following
seat has been vacated mid-term: one Rural Residential. Ad hoc recommends a
Rural Residential applicant be appointed.

8. Adjournment

https://zoom.us/j/665875241
https://zoom.us/u/abOxJoJutu
http://www.santarosaplaingroundwater.org/


Member Agency Directors Alternates 

City of Cotati Susan Harvey Mark Landman 

City of Rohnert Park Pam Stafford Susan Adams 

City of Santa Rosa Tom Schwedhelm Vice-Chair Dick Dowd 

City of Sebastopol Michael Carnacchi Neysa Hinton 

County of Sonoma Shirlee Zane Susan Gorin 

Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District Joe Dutton Mel Sanchietti 

Independent Water Systems Evan Jacobs Michael Spielman 

Sonoma County Water Agency Lynda Hopkins Chair Susan Gorin 

Sonoma Resource Conservation District John Nagle Walt Ryan 

Town of Windsor Debora Fudge Dominic Foppoli 

Special Accommodations: If you have a disability which requires an accommodation, an alternative 
format, or requires another person to assist you while attending this meeting, please contact Ann 
DuBay, (707) 524-8378, as soon as possible to ensure arrangements for accommodation.  

Public Comment: Any member of the audience desiring to address the Board on a matter on the 
agenda: please complete a Speaker Card and hand it to the Clerk at the beginning of the meeting or 
prior to the time the Board Chair closes public comment on the item about which you wish to speak. 
When called by the Chair, please walk to the podium, state your name and make your comments. The 
public may comment on closed session items prior to the Board adjourning to closed session. In order so 
all interested parties have an opportunity to speak, please be brief and limit your comments to the 
subject under discussion. Each person is usually granted three minutes to speak; time limitations are at 
the discretion of the Chair. While the public is welcome to address the Board, under the Brown Act 
Board members may not deliberate or act on items not on the agenda, and generally may only listen. 

Meeting Documents: The associated documentation is available at the offices of the local agencies 
listed above and on the website at: www.santarosaplaingroundwater.org. Any changes to the date of 
the hearing, or any other updates will be noticed on the above website. For more information, please 
contact Andy Rodgers, arodgers@westyost.com. 
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Board Meeting

Regular Meeting Minutes - DRAFT 
Date: February 13, 2020 

Time: 1:00 p.m. 
Location: Santa Rosa Utility Field Office 

35 Stony Point Road, Santa Rosa 
www.santarosaplaingroundwater.org 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call
Chairwoman Lynda Hopkins called the meeting to order at 1:07 p.m. Directors Carnacchi,
Dowd (Alternate for Director Schwedhelm), Fudge, Harvey, Hopkins, Jacobs, Nagle,
Stafford and Zane were present. Director Dutton was absent. Also in attendance were Jay
Jasperse, Plan Manager; Andy Rodgers, Administrator; Marcus Trotta, Technical Staff;
Simone Peters, minutes-taker.

2. Public comment on matters not listed on the agenda but within the subject
matter jurisdiction of the Board

No public comment. 

3. Consent Calendar
a. Approve Minutes of December 12, 2019 Board Meeting
b. Approve Year-to-Date Financial Report

No public comment. 
Director Harvey moved to approve the consent calendar as presented, Director Stafford 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously 9-0-0. 

4. Directors/Subcommittee Report
No subcommittee meetings to report.

5. Advisory Committee Report
Bob Anderson, Advisory Committee Chairman, mentioned the Advisory Committee met on
January 9. At the meeting they received word on grant applications for monitoring support.
Apparently, there weren’t an over-whelming amount of applications so Santa Rosa Plain is
hopeful to receive some money. Anderson also mentioned that Doug Beretta, representing
Rural Residential, resigned from the Advisory Committee for family health reasons. USGS
presented at the meeting. The USGS study has been expanded to include the whole Russian
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River, the Santa Rosa Plain Basin was taken out of the model with analyses being done by 
Sonoma Water. The Advisory Committee will be discussing the water budget at their 
upcoming meeting in March. Most of the meeting was spent discussing Sustainability 
Management Criteria and the lowering of groundwater levels. 

Question Director Nagle: The USGS study is removing the Santa Rosa Plain Basin from their 
model? 

Response Trotta –The USGS developed a computer model/groundwater flow 
model for the Santa Rosa Plain sub-basin, published in 2014. The USGS is doing a 
larger study of the Russian River basin but because there is an existing model for 
the Santa Rosa Plain, it won’t be fully integrated into the Russian River model. 
We will be using the Santa Rosa Plain model in this basin. The USGS is also doing 
some updates to our local Santa Rosa Plain model with some funding from the 
CA State Water Resources Control Board that we are coordinating with the USGS 
closely for the updates we are doing to the model. The work we are doing to 
ready the Santa Rosa Plain model for the GSP primarily include re-evaluating 
some of the estimates of pumping in the model and including data up through 
2018. 
Response Jasperse – The regional model goes from Potter Valley to Jenner, it has 
lower resolution compared to the Santa Rosa Plain model we are using. 
No public comments. 

 
6. Information items 

a. Groundwater Sustainability Plan and Sustainable Management Criteria 
Update 

Jay Jasperse presented an update of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan status and 
provided a current working schedule. Of the seven sections of the GSP, sections 1 and 2 
have been vetted, including background information. Section 3, worked on during the last 
year (basin setting); Section 4, sustainable management criteria and Section 5, are in 
progress, anticipated to be complete by the end of 2020. Section 6, projects and actions, 
and implementation plans – is due January 2022. SGMA has six sustainability indicators. 
We are starting with “lowering of groundwater levels” as there is the most data available. 
It is an iterative process with significant stakeholder engagement, modeling of future 
climate, growth, and projects and actions. The sustainability indicators are vetted by the 
AC as we move forward with recommendations to bring to the Board. For each indicator, 
there are three terms we are focusing on: undesirable results, minimum thresholds, and 
measurable objectives. Jasperse gave an overview of the development of Sustainable 
Management Criteria. Lots of technical work and outreach work in order to present policy 
options to the Board for consideration.  
 
Question Director Dowd – Point 4 on page 15 “Do you think there are specific areas of the 
basin that have unique or different concerns or issues, than other parts of the basin?” It 
seems we have a unique area in the southern part of the county.  
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Response Jasperse – For Sonoma Valley there are two areas of depletion with 
possibility of saline intrusion. We will be looking at that in Sonoma Valley. 

 
Question Director Harvey - For lowering of groundwater levels, we have monitoring wells. 
What kind of technology will we have for the other five indicators?  
 
Land subsidence – There is technology available known as INSAR that DWR has made 
available. 
Seawater intrusion – Not an issue in this basin. 
Surface water depletion – Stage levels in the streams and seepage runs. 
Degraded quality – Sample existing wells. 
Reduction of storage – Will be derived from groundwater levels. 
SGMA allows us to use groundwater levels as a proxy. 
 
Question – Director Carnacchi – Wilson Grove - Salinity could be a problem with the wells 
that Sebastopol is getting water from. If we aren’t really looking at the effects of what 
happens with Sebastopol’s water, it doesn’t make much sense that Sebastopol is part of 
the Santa Rosa Plain GSA. 
  Response Jasperse – Would have to be looked at more, let’s speak offline. 
 
Question Director Hopkins – When talking about the degraded quality of the water, what 
is the baseline condition especially as pertains to water quality? 

Response Jasperse – There are regulatory laws focused just on that. It isn’t for 
SGMA or the GSA to assume those responsibilities. There are also naturally 
occurring secondary contaminants such as arsenic. We’ll get more of a practical 
sense/understanding of what is naturally occurring and work with other 
agencies. 
Director Hopkins – So you would also liaise with the Department of Public 
Health? 

  Response Jasperse – Yes, with Environmental Health and State Board, etc. 
 
Next steps on Lowering of Groundwater Levels include: Advisory Committee providing 
written feedback and additional comments; Staff turning qualitative statements into 
options for quantitative measurements; Staff developing a Representative Monitoring 
Point network to identify where Sustainability Management Criteria will be established and 
tracked within the basin; Advisory Committee reviewing and continuing the discussion in 
March; Initial recommendations from the Advisory Committee will be brought to the Board 
for discussion and feedback at their April meeting. Throughout 2020, the Board can expect 
to discuss one or two Sustainability Indicators at each meeting. 
 
Question Director Nagle – You have received qualitative statements of criteria from the 
Advisory Committee? 

Response Jasperse – These are high level statements of what we have. How 
many wells do we have with 50 years of data? We have enough hydrological flex, 
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etc., to look at what the minimum process should be. The idea is to have options 
that we narrow down, not only one path. 
Response Rodgers – I would like to emphasize that it is an iterative process. 
There will be another meeting with the Advisory Committee in March, adding to 
feedback. 

 
Ann DuBay – SGMA engages people to find out their concerns about groundwater. There is 
a series of things we are working on. The Advisory Committee will be speaking with 
stakeholder groups, there will be community workshop later this spring to give a preview 
of the first sections of the GSP, and table top discussions with the public to get their 
feedback. Andrea Rodriguez is working on an online social media survey that will be sent 
out via our social media channels and our monthly update that is sent out to about 1600 
people.  
 
Comment Director Harvey – Happy to see we have more community workshops coming 
up. It is beneficial to have round table discussion in a small group setting.  
 
Question Director Jacobs – Do we have any active super fund sites? 
  Response Jasperse – Yes we do, three I believe. 
 
Public comment 
John Rosenblum – I am an Advisory Committee member, representing independent water 
suppliers. We have historical records we can use long before 2015, to get a general picture 
that will represent our basin. Our main concern is that it includes the City of Sebastopol 
and Mutual Water Suppliers. Our water supply is from the Wilson Grove Highlands. There 
is a cluster of CASGEM wells. What will happen to them as climate change occurs? The 
problem is that SGMA has a boundary and those wells are outside the boundary. Fish and 
Game is looking at the impact on creeks and we know the creeks are suffering. I am 
pleading to have the model more specific using historical data. What special areas are 
there that need to be considered? Even though SGMA and DWR have very exacting 
requirements for the monitoring points, before we get a decade of very accurate 
monitoring, we need to use the historical data. 

Comment – Director Jacobs – Marcus Trotta came to the independent water 
meeting in January and gave a very detailed presentation. Thank you to staff for 
taking the time to hear our concerns on the west side. 
Comment Director Hopkins – Thanked Mr. Rosenblum for his good comments 
and Mr. Trotta, for joining the independent water meeting. 

 
b. Groundwater User Registration Program 

Andy Rodgers provided an update, talked about the key elements of implementation, and 
the current schedule. A Beta test will be done by all three GSA advisory committees, asking 
for feedback from the Advisory Committee members and staff. The Beta testers will be 
provided a secure link to the beta Groundwater User Registration Program webpage, 
interactive map, auto-populated information exchange form, and a form to provide 
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organized comments and feedback on each section of the program. Rodgers mentioned 
the draft mailer which will be sent out after a beta test is completed. If the Board has any 
input regarding the schedule, beta test, draft mailer, and any aspect of the Groundwater 
User Registration Program website and survey, please send to Andy Rodgers. The Program 
is expected to be launched later this spring. 

 
Question Director Harvey – Glad to see the revised letter says you can review, correct, 
improve, etc. Thank you for adding that. On the information phone line, will there be 
multiple lines in case it is busy? 

Response Rodgers – Yes, we need to manage expectations. If there is a 
voicemail, it has to be clear with options. We are also considering options for a 
virtual call center the first couple of weeks. 
 

Comment Director Hopkins – Said she was proud of the work that has been done on this, 
the iterative process, and for getting feedback from the Advisory Committee. Well done, a 
lot of work has gone into this, thank you. 

 
Comment/Question Director Carnacchi – In reviewing the draft mailer. Do we need to add 
“will not be disclosed unless required by law” in the last sentence? I think it should end 
with a “thank you for participating” or like sentence. Will we use the information? 

Response Rodgers – Legal Counsel suggested it be included. We would be 
required to disclose it like a utility would be. There could be cases when we 
would have to disclose some information. The real purpose of doing this is for 
sustainable groundwater. Thank you for the idea of closing the letter on a 
positive note, good idea.   

 
Comment Director Harvey – Can someone do a ‘public records’ on this information or is it 
outside of that realm? 

Response Rodgers – I think so but I will have to check on that with Legal Counsel. 
 
Comment Director Jacobs – It might be a good idea to send folks to a Frequently Asked 
Questions to diffuse some of the questions. 

Response Rodgers – Good suggestion! 
 
Question Director Nagle – In what database will this reside? Will it connect to a State 
database? 

Response Rodgers – The new information we collect will go into a separate 
database.  
Response Trotta – The current database is a combination of what has been 
compiled from County, State, and Raftelis data. At this point Permit Sonoma is 
doing most of the work on the database. Who owns/manages it and where it 
resides, is ultimately still to be decided. 
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Comment Director Nagle – To be more specific – CASGEM. The State emergency water 
requiring people in Mark West and Wilson Grove to put in their information in 2014/15. 
Private residential well information is on CASGEM now because they responded to the 
survey. Will this end up being on a public database that can be observed? 

Response Trotta – This will allow the owner to verify information we have on the 
wells. 
Response Rodgers – We can look into that and get back to you. 

 
Public comment 
Douglas Emery – A mailer is informative but if I am going to be taxed in the future, list a 
couple things that will be beneficial to me as a user - something that says my benefit is 
going to equal my dollars. Maybe something about monitoring for toxic intrusion, or why 
we have to start being charged. 

Response Director Hopkins – Yes, good idea. I appreciate those comments. 
  

7. Action Items 
a. Fiscal Year 2018-19 Audit. 

Receive report from auditor and consider adoption of audit. 
The JPA requires an annual year-end audit. Brett Bradford, from Pisenti and Brinker made a 
brief presentation. The audit found no significant deficiencies or material weaknesses in 
the GSA’s finances. Pisenti and Brinker proposed no audit adjustments to the financial 
statements. 
No public comments. 
Director Dowd moved to approve the draft 2018-2019 audit as presented, Director Harvey 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 9-0-0. 
 

b. Fiscal Year 2020-21 Budget. 
Review and approve preliminary Fiscal Year 2020-21 budget. 

Andy Rodgers mentioned the JPA requires a budget before end April. The proposed budget 
would add $5,000 to unspent reserves for a total of $25,000 in unspent reserves for the 
Agency. This is lower than the goal of the June 13, 2019 adopted policy which sets a goal of 
reserves equal to three months of on-going operating expenses – or $84,250 for fiscal year 
2019-2020. The big difference in revenues from the current year is the Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan – there is more associated revenue coming from the DWR grant. On the 
expenses side, we are spending more time on the GSP and processes associated with it. 
West Yost will be managing the groundwater user registration program. Another change is 
in the grant administration for the second DWR grant that we are in negotiations right now 
to execute. Also, we need to get prepared for another rate study the following year with 
some funds allocated to get reserves up for that, and there is ongoing outreach and our 
meetings.  
 
Question Director Carnacchi – What happens to the GSA if we run out of operating 
expenses? 
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Response Rodgers – We have enough because of the way our revenues are set 
up – the municipal water pumpers pay us at the beginning of the fiscal year and 
that will happen again. If that didn’t happen, that would be an interesting 
conversation. We would be on life support for a little while as we figure out how 
to comply with state law. 

 
Question Director Harvey – How comfortable are you with the number for the well 
registration program? That will be intense. 

Response Rodgers – We spent a lot of time on it this year, we can get a lot done. 
I am hoping this number gets us through. I am not able to identify additional 
dollars yet. 
Director Harvey – You said it would be pretty intense to get the information we 
need for the Groundwater Sustainability Plan. Are you fairly comfortable with 
the funds needed to do those documents? 
Rodgers – We have increased expenses associated with getting the GSP done this 
year, there are lots of activities such as public workshops. It was a pretty detailed 
budget when applying for the grant. It looks like the projections until now have 
been pretty accurate. 

 
Public Comment 
Douglas Emery – As we start looking at property fees/taxes, I would also like you to keep 
considering looking at people that are heavily mining our groundwater – beer (noted 
Russian River Brewery), and wine going into exports. These are our heavy water users, 
impacting roads with large trucks, etc., and make huge profits. How can we not just tax the 
rural residential user but the larger corporations making a profit with our groundwater?  If 
you continue with the fee study, make this system equitable. 
 
Comment Director Fudge – I am responding to the question about Russian River Brewing. 
They looked at every way they could use recycled water, went to a lot of effort. They even 
ended up having to change state law. I want to give them some credit for that. 
 
Director Zane moved to approve the preliminary Fiscal Year 2020-21 budget as presented, 
Director Harvey seconded. Motion passed unanimously 9-0-0. 

 
c. GSA Board Advisory Committee Appointments. 

Seven of the 18 Advisory Committee members are appointed by the Board. The 
following seats have been vacated mid-term: one Rural Residential and one 
Environmental. Staff recommends the applicants be appointed. 
 

Andy Rodgers mentioned the two vacated seats. Environmental – an application has been updated 
to be specific to the environmental seat. The Board directed creating an ad hoc at their December 
meeting. When the ad hoc met on February 3 to review four highly qualified applications they 
decided Beth Lamb would be best to replace Sebastian Bertsch through the end of this year. In 
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January this year, Doug Beretta, also said he would have to step down for family health reasons. 
This news was received before the ad hoc met on February 3 so they had the opportunity to discuss 
the application process for the Rural Residential seat and recommended the GSA advertise the 
Rural Residential well owner seat opening as soon as possible. They decided to use the same 
process to solicit applications and go through another review for the Rural Residential seat. 
 
Question Director Harvey – Do we allow people to apply again at the expiration of a term? 
  Response Rodgers – Yes, Beth Lamb would be allowed to apply again. 
 
Public Comment 
John Rosenblum – Is there a procedural reason to wait? 

Response Rodgers – Not if the Board gives the go-ahead to advertise the 
position. We will also reach out to the applicants that applied for the 
Environmental position as some are qualified to serve in the Rural Residential 
seat. 

 
Comment Director Harvey –The first position was advertised as an Environmental seat so 
we want to be fair and transparent to others and advertise the Rural Residential seat 
separately – not only source from the applications received thus far. 
 
Public Comment 
Douglas Emery – It looks like some heavy hitter environmental organizations support Beth 
Lamb. One of the other applicants, David Noren, has been involved in the Regional Water 
Quality Control for a long time. He has much experience. He co-founded the Sebastopol 
Water Information Group and remained an active member. Noren is also a well owner. 
There are some strong activists in our county and California weighing in behind David. I 
highly recommend David Noren be hired. 
 
Comment Director Harvey – I was torn between David Noren and Beth Lamb, tending to 
favor Mr. Noren. I hope Mr. Noren lives in a rural residential area and can apply for the 
next seat. 

Director Nagle moved to approve as presented, Director Harvey seconded. Motion passed 
8-1-0 (Director Carnacchi opposed, he favored David Noren). 

 

8. Administrator, Plan Manager and Legal Counsel Report  
Jay Jasperse, on Prop 68, said that DWR recommended we get $1m grant. The comment 
period ended earlier this month. On the SGMA funding we are currently at $6.3 million 
dollars county-wide that has been brought in from the State. Three major components for 
this basin: funding for outreach and coordination, working on getting good estimates for 
rural residential and agriculture, and working with Permit Sonoma on land use evaluation 
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and integrating the well permitting and data collection program. This grant will include 
four discrete multi-level well clusters in addition to looking at surface groundwater 
interaction, in up to 60 locations. Jan. 31, 2020 was the first batch of Groundwater 
Sustainability Plans due to the state. There are 43 plans for 18 critically over-drafted 
basins. Now in 75-day public review. The state has two years to respond with their 
assessment. 

Question Director Harvey – It would have been useful for our Plan to get reviews. Do we 
have to wait two years or will there be preliminary reviews? 

Response Jasperse – Although they have two years, they will release reviews as 
they become available. 

 
9. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 2:53 pm. The next meeting will take place on April 9 at 1:00 p.m.   
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Santa Rosa Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Board and Advisory Committee Meeting Schedule 

 
 

Board Advisory Committee 

2020 
February 13 
Sustainable Management 

Criteria Update: 
Schedule and Approach 

January 13 
Water Budget/Model Status Update – Brief USGS Presentation on 

Russian River Model and Santa Rosa Plain model update 
Sustainability Goal Recap 
Sustainable Management Criteria: Lowering of Groundwater Levels 

Initial Discussion 
Groundwater User Registration Program 
Public Outreach education and information dissemination progress 

April 9 March 9 
Sustainable Management Historical and Current Water Budget/Model Update 

Criteria Update Sustainable Management Criteria: Potential Representative 
 Monitoring Point network for Lowering Groundwater Levels  

Sustainable Management Criteria: Lowering Groundwater Levels 
(continued) 

Public Outreach education and information dissemination progress 
June 11 May 11 
Sustainable Management Model Update and Historical and Current Water Budget 

Criteria Update: Initial Scenario Modeling Discussion: Climate Futures 
Considerations Monitoring Network: Groundwater-levels – entire recommended 

Current and Historical network 
Water Budget Sustainable Management Criteria: Land Subsidence and Degraded 

 Water Quality Initial Discussion 
Public Outreach education and information dissemination progress 

August 13 July 13 
Sustainable Management Sustainable Management Criteria: Degraded Water Quality 

Criteria Update (continued) and Surface Water Depletion Initial Discussion 
Future Water Budget Surface Water/Groundwater Interaction and Groundwater 
Projects and Actions Dependent Ecosystems Informational Presentation  

Monitoring Program – Overview of DWR’s TSS Shallow Monitoring 
Well Program 

Scenario Modeling: Projected Future Water Demands 
Discussion of Potential Projects and Actions 

October 8 September 14 
Sustainable Management Sustainable Management Criteria: Surface Water Depletion 

Criteria Update (continued) 
Scenario Modeling Sustainable Management Criteria: Reduction of Storage Initial 
 Discussion 

Scenario Modeling: Projects and Actions 
Monitoring Program 
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Board Advisory Committee 

2020 
December 10 November 9 
Sustainable Management Scenario Modeling: Projects and Actions 

Criteria Update  
Scenario Modeling  
 

 
 
2020 All-GSA Events / Community Workshops 

Winter Date/Time TBD 
Community Workshop on Sonoma Valley GSP and Basin Conditions 

• What defines the basin? 
• Communities 
• Water sources 
• Groundwater conditions 
• Introduction to SGMAs Sustainable Management Criteria: What they are, why they matter, 

how they will be developed and how you can help 
Spring/Summer Date/Time TBD 
All-GSA Workshop: Sustainable Management Criteria  

• GSP requirements for Sustainable Management Criteria 
• Initial Sustainable Management Criteria being considered 
• Community feedback  
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Consent Item 

TO: BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
FROM: Andy Rodgers, Administrator 
SUBJECT: Financial and In-kind Report through March 31, 2020 

Summary: The Agency’s total revenue is $366,945.62 and $137,786.84 in expenses were 
incurred through March 31, 2020. 

Background  
This report covers July 1, 2019 – March 31, 2020. 
The Agency’s budget for FY 19-20 is $703,113. 

Income for FY 19/20 is $366,945.62. 
Expenses for FY 19/20 is $137,786.84.  
Accounts receivable balance is $115,639.04  
Accounts payable balance is $342,629.25  
Net Income balance for FY 19/20 is in the positive as $229,158.78 

List of Attachments 
1. Agency Budget Performance as of March 31, 2020

Contact 
Andy Rodgers, Administrator, 707-508-3672, arodgers@westyost.com 
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Santa Rosa Plain GroundWater Sustainability Agency

Financial Report ‐ Budget to Actual as of 3/31/20

Account Account Description

 Revised 

December 12, 2019 

 FY 2019/20 

Budget    

 FY 2019/20 

Year‐to‐Date 

as of 3/31/20)   (  

 Amount 

Remaining  % of Budget

45221 Sewer/Water Usage Fees 101,885.00$              103,136.00$         (1,251.00)$        30.6%

Total Revenues $             101,885.00 $        103,136.00 $       (1,251.00) 30.6%

Interest $ ‐  $            3,832.62

Total Interest $ ‐  $            3,832.62

46022 Capital Grants ‐ State (DWR) $             340,000.00 $ ‐  $    340,000.00 0.0%

46040 Misc. Revenue (County, Sonoma Water, Seb Contrib.) $             261,228.00 $        259,977.00 $         1,251.00

Grand Total Revenues $             703,113.00 $        366,945.62 $    336,167.38 52.2%

51021 Communication Expense (Outreach) $               50,000.00 $ ‐  $      50,000.00 0.0%

51041 Insurance ‐ Liability $                 2,250.00 $            1,708.60 $            541.40 75.9%

51201 Administration Services (West Yost) $             149,873.00 $        102,597.62 $      47,275.38 68.5%

51204 Property Tax/Assessment Admin (Fee Study/ Raftelis ) $ ‐  $  ‐ 0.0%

51206 Accounting/Auditing Services (Pisenti) $                 6,000.00 $            4,640.00 $         1,360.00 77.3%

51212 Legal Services (Kronick) $               55,000.00 $          14,523.76 $      40,476.24 24.2%

51213 Engineer Services (SCWA Tech Support) $             295,000.00 $ ‐  $    295,000.00 0.0%

51226  Consulting Services (AC Facilitation) $               40,000.00 $          10,021.75 $      29,978.25 21.8%

51244 Permits/License/Fees (Well Reg/PMRD/AgComm) $               90,000.00 $ ‐  $      90,000.00 0.0%

51249 Other Professional Serv (SCWA Grant Administration) $               10,000.00 $ ‐  $      10,000.00 0.0%

51251 Claims Processing $                 2,800.00 $            3,995.11 $       (1,195.11) 142.7%

51301 Publications and Legal Notices $                 4,000.00 $                300.00 $         3,700.00 7.5%

51421 Rents and Leases ‐ Bldg/Land (Meeting Room) $                 2,400.00 $ ‐  $         2,400.00 0.0%

     Subtotal Services $             707,323.00 $        137,786.84 $    569,536.16 20.8%

52031 Food $  500.00 $ ‐  $            500.00 0.0%

52111 Office Supplies $                 1,050.00 $ ‐  $         1,050.00 0.0%

52117 Mail and Postage Supplies $  500.00 $ ‐  $            500.00 0.0%

52118 Printing and Binding Supplies $  500.00 $ ‐  $            500.00 0.0%

55011 Appropriation for Contingencies $               20,000.00

     Subtotal Supplies $               22,550.00 $ ‐  $        2,550.00 0.0%

51000 Grand Total Expenses $             729,873.00 $        137,786.84

Net Income $              (26,760.00) $        229,158.78

 Page 1 of 1
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Information Item 

TO: BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
FROM: Jay Jasperse, Plan Manager, and Marcus Trotta, Technical Staff 
SUBJECT: Groundwater Sustainability Plan and Sustainable Management Criteria update 

Summary: The Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) is due January 31, 2022. Staff anticipates 
spending most of 2020 developing Sustainable Management Criteria, which are the heart of the 
GSP. 

Background  
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) requires Groundwater Sustainability 
Agencies (GSAs) in high- and medium-priority basins to develop and submit Groundwater 
Sustainability Plans (GSPs) to the California Department of Water Resources by 
January 31, 2022. GSPs are detailed road maps for how groundwater basins will reach and 
maintain long term sustainability.  

The GSP for the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Subbasin is being developed through a 
transparent and public process based on the best available science and information. 
Development of the GSP is a collaborative and iterative process that builds upon existing 
technical and policy information and incorporates input from the GSA Board, the GSA Advisory 
Committee, GSA Member Agencies, groundwater users and the public. 

As described at the February Board meeting, several sections of the GSP have been drafted and 
staff has received feedback from the Advisory Committee.  

In the upcoming months the Advisory Committee will discuss the water budget and 
groundwater flow model in greater detail (including water budget components) and assess the 
need for management areas. However, the focus of 2020 will be defining Sustainable 
Management Criteria (SMC).  Representative monitoring wells will also be identified for which 
SMC’s will be established.  

Sustainable Management Criteria 
As discussed in February, among the requirements of the GSP is the development of 
“Sustainable Management Criteria” which include defining a sustainability goal, undesirable 
results, minimum thresholds and measurable objectives (see Attachment 1 for a “cheat sheet” 
defining these terms) for six sustainability indicators: 
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1. Chronic lowering of groundwater levels indicating a significant and unreasonable 
depletion of supply if continued over the planning and implementation horizon. 

2. Significant and unreasonable reduction of groundwater storage  
3. Significant and unreasonable seawater intrusion  
4. Significant and unreasonable degraded water quality, including the migration of 

contaminant plumes that impair water supplies 
5. Significant and unreasonable land subsidence that substantially interferes with surface 

land uses  
6. Depletions of interconnected surface water that have significant and unreasonable 

adverse impacts on beneficial uses of the surface water (e.g. water in streams or 
wetlands). 
 

The SMC developed for these six sustainability indicators will define the projects and actions 
(and therefore the budget and implementation plan) for the GSP. 
 
Work To-Date and Next Steps 
Throughout 2020, the Advisory Committee will review and discuss the one or two Sustainability 
Indicators at each meeting. The initial discussion will be narrative in nature, with staff taking 
the feedback and developing one or two quantitative options for analysis. A more in-depth 
discussion will occur at the following Advisory Committee meeting. Input and 
recommendations from the Advisory Committee will be brought to the Board throughout 2020 
for discussion and feedback. 
 
Groundwater levels discussion 
At its January and March meetings, the Advisory Committee discussed (1) a recommended 
Representative Monitoring Point (RMP) network for groundwater levels and (2) considerations 
and a recommended methodology for establishing preliminary measurable objectives and 
minimum thresholds for the Chronic Lowering of Groundwater Levels.  Setting these 
preliminary measurable objectives and minimum thresholds will allow us to test the 
recommended considerations and methodology through future scenario modeling and 
comparison with other Sustainability Indicators. 
  
Some of the main themes reflected in the recommended considerations and methodology are 
(1) for areas with stable groundwater-level trends, to maintain groundwater levels within or 
near historical conditions while accounting for future droughts and climate variability and (2) 
for areas with historical declining trends and subsequent recovery, maintain groundwater levels 
above the historical lows. Additionally, the recommended methodology incorporates 
considerations for protecting existing water supply wells. 
 
These recommended initial SMC will be re-assessed during later stages of the iterative SMC 
development process as additional information and tools are available, including future 
computer model projections, feasibility and cost of potential projects or actions, and 
integration of other sustainability indicators.   
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Technical staff is in the process of refining the preliminary SMCs for the Chronic Lowering of 
Groundwater Levels based on Advisory Committee input and is developing background 
information and strawman proposals for Land Surface Subsidence and Water Quality 
Degradation, which are the next sustainability indicators to be considered by the Advisory 
Committee.  
 
Staff Recommendation 
Informational item only. 
 
Fiscal Information 
None. 
 
Vote Required 
Not Applicable. 
 
List of Attachments 

1. Sustainable Management Criteria Cheat Sheet 
 
Contact 
Jay Jasperse, Plan Manager, 707-547-1959, Jay.Jasperse@scwa.ca.gov 
Marcus Trotta, Sonoma Water, 707-547-1978, Marcus.Trotta@scwa.ca.gov 
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Sustainable Management Criteria 
Cheat Sheet Working DRAFT 

Fundamental to developing Sustainable Management Criteria is understanding the language and 
understanding how the concepts relate to each other. This cheat sheet provides a plain language 
discussion of key terms, and illustrates how the concepts are interrelated. These plain language 
definitions are neither exhaustive nor complete: there are details that must be considered when 
developing SMCs that are not covered in this document.  Sustainable Management Criteria are defined 
by California, and are comprised of six primary Sustainability Indicators. 

Sustainability Indicators or SGMA’s “six deadly sins”.   The six conditions defined by the water code 
that we don’t want to happen in the groundwater basin:  

1. Chronic lowering of groundwater levels indicating a significant and unreasonable depletion of
supply if continued over the planning and implementation horizon.

2. Significant and unreasonable reduction of groundwater storage
3. Significant and unreasonable seawater intrusion
4. Significant and unreasonable degraded water quality, including the migration of contaminant

plumes that impair water supplies
5. Significant and unreasonable land subsidence that substantially interferes with surface land

uses
6. Depletions of interconnected surface water that have significant and unreasonable adverse

impacts on beneficial uses of the surface water (eg. water in streams or wetlands).

(NOTE:  Sustainability Indicators become significant and unreasonable, and therefore Undesirable 
Results, when a combination of Minimum Thresholds is exceeded, as defined by a Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan [GSP] adopted by a Groundwater Sustainability Agency [GSA].)  

The following describes key terms used by SGMA to determine Sustainability Indicator worst-case 
and aspirational thresholds, and current conditions. California gives our GSA has the discretion and 
opportunity to define these terms so they are meaningful and useful to our basin groundwater users. 

Representative Monitoring Sites. These are typical monitoring sites within the broader entirety 
network of sites that reliably provide high quality data that characterize groundwater conditions in the 
basin. Representative monitoring sites are a subset of a basin’s complete monitoring network, where 
minimum thresholds, measurable objectives, and interim milestones are set and represent a subset of 
a basin’s complete monitoring network.  A single representative monitoring sites can be used for one 
sustainability indicator or multiple sustainability indicators.   
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Significant and Unreasonable (or, what our gut tells us we don’t want to happen). These are the 
qualitative statements of what local interests want to avoid. This term is not formally defined in SGMA 
regulations; therefore, the use of this term is somewhat interpretive. But it is clearly the guiding 
principle on how sustainability is defined.   

Examples might be lowering groundwater levels to the point that wells can no longer produce any 
water, or pumping more than the sustainable yield.  

Sustainability Goal (or the big picture). A succinct statement of the GSA’s objectives and desired 
conditions and how the basin will achieve these conditions. The sustainability goal is descriptive and 
not quantitative, but is supported by the locally-defined minimum thresholds and undesirable results. 
Demonstration of the absence of undesirable results supports a determination that basin is operating 
within its sustainable yield and, thus, that the sustainability goal has been achieved. The sustainability 
goal should incorporate the following: 

• Goal Description 
• Discussion of measures that will be implemented to achieve sustainability 
• How goal will be achieved in 20 years 

 
The sustainability goal cannot be finalized until after minimum thresholds and undesirable results have 
been defined, projects and management actions have been identified, and the projected impact of 
those projects and management actions on groundwater conditions have been evaluated. 

Example of the Sustainability Goal description (from Paso Robles): The goal of this GSP is to sustainably 
manage the groundwater resources of the Paso Robles Subbasin for long-term community, financial, 
and environmental benefit of Subbasin users. This GSP outlines the approach to achieve a sustainable 
groundwater resource free of undesirable results within 20 years, while maintaining the unique cultural, 
community, and business aspects of the Subbasin. In adopting this GSP, it is the express goal of the 
GSAs to balance the needs of all groundwater users in the Subbasin, within the sustainable limits of the 
Subbasin’s resources. 

Undesirable Results (or the quantitative worst-case scenario). This is a quantitative combination of 
minimum thresholds that define what it means to be sustainable for every sustainability indicator. 
Undesirable results, as defined in the GSP, are THE sustainability metrics used to determine whether 
the basin complies with SGMA and is sustainable now and into the future. Proof of sustainability is 
avoiding undesirable results. 

Example for groundwater levels (from Salinas): Over the course of any one year, no more than 15% of 
groundwater elevation minimum thresholds in any single aquifer and no one well shall exceed its 
minimum threshold for more than two consecutive years. 

V01032020 2 
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Minimum Thresholds (or the numerical line in the sand that we don’t want to cross). For each 
sustainability indicator, the Minimum Thresholds are the quantitative values that reflect what is 
significant and unreasonable at every measuring site.  Minimum Thresholds must be quantitative and 
measurable. The numeric value used to define minimum thresholds represents a monitored point in 
the basin (such as at a well) that if exceeded, may cause undesirable results. 

Example for groundwater levels (excerpted from Santa Cruz Mid-County Basin): The minimum 
threshold is the numeric groundwater elevation (as measured at representative monitoring sites over a 
period of time) required to meet the typical overlying water demand in the shallowest well in the 
vicinity.  

Measurable Objectives (or the ideal destination). These are specific, quantifiable goals at each 
representative monitoring site to maintain or improve groundwater conditions in order to maintain or 
achieve the sustainability goal for the basin. Measureable Objectives reflect the GSA’s desired 
groundwater conditions in the basin and guide the GSA to achieve its sustainability goal within 20 
years.  Measurable Objectives should include operational flexibility to accommodate droughts, climate 
change, conjunctive use operations, or other groundwater management activities. 

Example for groundwater levels (excerpted from Santa Cruz Mid-County Basin):  Measurable objectives 
are the 75th percentile of historical groundwater elevations for the period of record of each monitoring 
point, which is higher than median or average groundwater elevations.  

Interim Milestones (or the path forward). Interim milestones are five-year numerical targets that are 
set to guide the basin to its Measurable Objectives). Interim milestones need to be set at each 
representative monitoring site using the same metrics as the measurable objectives and minimum 
thresholds and are used to track progress toward meeting the sustainability goal. Interim milestones 
should result in sustainability being achieved by 2042, and the plan must have a 50-year planning 
horizon (2072). SGMA recognizes that there are future uncertainties that can’t be predicted, and 
provides for adaptation and course corrections at the five-year check-ins, as new information becomes 
available. 

Management Area (or unique areas). This is an area within the basin for which the Plan may identify 
different minimum thresholds, measurable objectives, monitoring, or projects and management 
actions. These can be based on differences in hydrology, water use sector, water source type, geology, 
aquifer characteristics, or other factors.  Management areas may have differently-defined minimum 
thresholds and measurable objectives than the basin at large and may be monitored to a different level 
and scale. Undesirable results, however must be defined for the entire basin and can’t vary by 
management area. 

Sustainable Yield (or how much water is in the ‘checking account’). This is the maximum quantity of 
water -- calculated over a base period that is representative of long-term conditions (allowing for 
variable climatic and natural water supply conditions) in the basin and which  
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includes any temporary surplus -- that can be withdrawn annually from a groundwater supply without 
causing an undesirable result.  It’s important to remember that SGMA requires the GSPs to account for 
climate change, and its anticipated impacts on groundwater (and sustainable yield). 

Note: It is analogous to the sustainable yield calculated for groundwater adjudications, and is used to 
identify any pumping limits or restrictions that may be necessary.  Managed Aquifer Recharge, through 
ponds or injection wells, is not part of the sustainable yield. 
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Information Item 

 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
FROM:  Ann DuBay, Outreach Coordinator 
SUBJECT:  Proposition 68 grant update 

  
 
Summary: In March, the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) notified the GSA that 
it is awarded $1 million in Proposition 68 funds to implement a variety of projects related to 
development of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan. 
  

 
Background  
At its October meeting, the Board supported a grant application to be submitted to DWR for 
“Planning Round 3” funding. The $1 million grant application, which was submitted in 
November, 2019, included the following elements: 

Task 1:  Develop and implement an All-GSA rural residential community engagement 
campaign, in coordination with Petaluma Valley and Sonoma Valley. The purpose of this task is 
to inform and involve rural residential groundwater users who account for a substantial 
proportion of the groundwater extraction and who have been difficult to reach and engage in 
the GSP development process to date. 

Status/timeline: Staff is currently developing a Request for Proposals (RFP), with the goal of 
engaging a consultant to conduct research (through surveys and focus groups); develop an 
engagement campaign, including messaging and collateral materials; and work with GSA staff 
to implement the campaign. The goal is to issue the RFP in late April and for consultant to begin 
work in August. 

Task 2:  Forming and engaging three focused All-Basin working groups: 

1. Future Rural Residential Water Demand Projections based on land use planning, which 
will be comprised of county and other planners, to provide guidance regarding future 
rural residential groundwater-use projections in the basin; 

2. Agricultural Water Use and Future Demand Projections, which will be comprised of 
representatives from the Agricultural Commissioner’s office, UCCE and farmers, to 
provide guidance regarding possible future crop and irrigation changes to better 
estimate potential agricultural groundwater-use projections; and 
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3. Environmental needs related to groundwater-surface water interaction, which will be 
comprised of representatives from resource agencies, such as the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife, National Marine Fisheries Service, the Regional Water Boards, State 
Water Resources Control Board and nonprofit organizations conducting work in water 
bodies that include sensitive or threatened species (Laguna Foundation and Sonoma 
Ecology Center, for example). The purpose of this working group to help clarify where, 
how and when these species may be impacted by groundwater-surface water 
interaction and how existing studies and policies should be coordinated through the 
development of the GSP.  

Status/timeline:  Staff is currently developing a workplan, and will be working with Board chairs 
to verify working group participants. Working groups should be formed and begin meeting in 
May/June. 

Task 3:  Improving rural water groundwater use estimates. This task will assess previous water 
demand estimates for rural residential and agricultural groundwater users, which together 
make up a majority of the rural groundwater demand. The assessment will evaluate different 
methods of estimating rural groundwater demands and propose updated data management 
protocols for estimating and tracking groundwater use. Methodologies will include evaluating 
existing reported groundwater uses from public water supply systems located within the basin 
for potential relevancy/correlation with similar unreported rural uses; use of data from the 
county’s parcel database; and the use of remote sensing technologies and aerial imagery.  

Status/timeline:  Staff is developing a workplan, and plans to start work this summer. 

Task 4:  Improving the collection, compilation and management of groundwater information 
by the County of Sonoma Permit and Resource Management Department (Permit Sonoma). 
The following system improvements will establish protocols and procedures for the sharing of 
groundwater information between Permit Sonoma and the GSAs in Sonoma County: 

• Modifications to Permit Sonoma’s well permitting process and database;  
• Updates to Permit Sonoma’s existing Groundwater Monitoring Program;  
• Improvements to datasets for parcel-specific water supply and water use attributes and 

development of protocols and tools to support a Groundwater User Registration 
Program (GURP).  

Status/timeline:  This task will be led by Permit Sonoma in close coordination with all three 
GSAs, and discussions are underway. 

Task 5: Construction, development and sampling of four multilevel groundwater monitoring 
wells within the basin in areas with identified data gaps. Priority will be given to locations that 
provide additional information on important features such as fault zones, basin boundaries 
and/or proximity to areas of substantial groundwater pumping. In addition to filling these key 
data gaps, the multilevel monitoring wells will enhance the monitoring network in the basin 
and will serve as representative monitoring points for the GSP.  
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Status/timeline: Tentative well locations have been identified. Implementation will depend on 
negotiations with DWR, but staff will be working in 2020 on securing needed easements and 
permitting, with drilling likely to occur in 2021. 

Task 6: Performing streamflow measurements (seepage runs) to assist in identifying and 
mapping interconnected surface waters within the basin. Depletion of interconnected surface 
waters is one of the sustainability indicators that must be addressed in the GSP and is one of 
the more challenging sustainability indicators to accurately evaluate and monitor. In order to 
properly characterize this sustainability indicator it is important to first define where 
interconnected surface waters exist within the basin. Through this task, the GSA can develop 
data to help map where groundwater and surface water are interconnected. 

Status/timeline:  Staff anticipates that seepage run monitoring could begin in fall 2020. 

Fiscal Information 
None. 

Vote Required 
None. 

List of Attachments 
1. Grant implementation schedule 

 
Contact 
Ann DuBay, Outreach Coordinator, (707) 322-8185, ann.dubay@scwa.ca.gov 
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency Sustainable Groundwater Planning Round 3 Project
Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency (SRP GSA)

Attachment 5- GANTT SCHEDULE

PLAN 
START

PLAN END PLAN 
DURATION

Pre-Award 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Month Month (Months) 05/16-02/20 03/20 04/20 05/20 06/20 07/20 08/20 09/20 10/20 11/20 12/20 01/21 02/21 03/21 04/21 05/21 06/21 07/21 08/21 09/21 10/21 11/21 12/21 01/22 02/22 03/22 04/22

Pre-award 26 26

Executed Agreement Pre-award 0 -

Quarterly Progress Reports 3 23 21

Quarterly Invoices 3 23 21

Final Grant Completion Report 24 26 3

2 23 22

Task 1 Rural Residential Outreach Program 2 23 22

Task 2 Working Group Coordination for 
Sustainable Management Criteria

2 13 12

1 16 16

Task 3 Improved Groundwater Use Estimates 1 9 9

Task 4 Land Use Planning and Well Permitting 
Coordination

1 16 16

Subtask 4.1 Modifications to Well Permitting Process 
and Database

1 7 7

Subtask 4.2 Updates to Existing Groundwater 
Monitoring Program

5 16 12

Subtask 4.3 Improvements to Suppot Groundwater 
User Registration Program 

1 16 16

1 23 23

Task 5 Monitoring Network Enhancement – 
Multilevel Groundwater Monitoring Wells

1 23 23

Subtask 5.1 Environmental Review and Permitting 1 3 3

Subtask 5.2 Borehole Drilling and Well Construction 5 10 6

Subtask 5.3 Well Development and Surveying 10 12 3

Subtask 5.4 Groundwater Monitoring 13 23 11

Task 6 Seepage Runs 4 10 7

Activity

Cat (a):  Grant Agreement Administration

Cat (b):   Stakeholder Engagement/Outreach

Cat (c): GSP Development

Cat (d): Monitoring / Assessment
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Information Item 

 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
FROM:  Andy Rodgers, Administrator 
SUBJECT:  Groundwater User Registration Program update 

  
 
Summary: Staff will provide an informational update on progress of developing a groundwater 
registration program for the Santa Rosa Plain.  
  
 
Background  
On June 13, 2019 the GSA Board adopted An Ordinance Requiring Registration of Groundwater 
Use Facilities (Ordinance No. 19-01) and approved Resolution No. SRP-19-02 to establish a 
groundwater sustainability fee as authorized by Water Code section 10730 and pursuant 
Agency Ordinance No. 19-01 in the amount $19.90 per acre-foot annually. As established in 
Ordinance No. 19-01, a Groundwater User Registration Program will be implemented.  
 
On December 12, 2019, modifications to add clarity to some of the definitions, align the 
methodology description with the adopted fee resolution, and clarify the appeals process were 
adopted by the Board as Ordinance 19-02, "Ordinance Requiring Registration of Groundwater 
Use Facilities, Water User Reporting and Authorizing the Adoption of Groundwater 
Sustainability Fee."  
 
The Groundwater User Registration Program (GRP) is a free information exchange program that 
will allow the GSA to verify basic information about groundwater use and could provide 
important information about wells and areas that may benefit from future programs. The 
following process for implementing the Groundwater User Registration Program is proposed to 
be implemented: 
 

• Step 1. Owners of parcels assumed to use groundwater in the SRP basin will receive a 
postcard from the GSA that includes parcel number, address, parcel size, and type of land 
use. 

• Step 2. If information is correct, groundwater users are not obligated to do anything; 
however, the GSA will encourage and provide a means to submit optional additional 
information (i.e. well and groundwater uses, depth, water quality concerns, etc.) on a 
voluntary basis. 

• Step 3. If information is incorrect, groundwater users will be encouraged to go online or 
contact GSA to make corrections. 

1 
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Program Development 
GSA staff is working with member agency staff, the Advisory Committee, and partner agencies 
such as Permit Sonoma and the Agricultural Commissioner’s office to develop the groundwater 
user registration program. Based on the methodology and datasets approved by the GSA Board 
in June 2019, the program is being designed to confirm or correct the GSA’s information, and 
request and provide a convenient means to collect additional information.   

The Groundwater User Registration Program includes the following primary elements: 
• Santa Rosa Plain sub-basin groundwater user information database 
• Groundwater User Registration Program webpage, that includes: 

o Purpose and benefits of having a Groundwater User Registration Program  
o Overview of Groundwater User Registration Program  
o Interactive webmap to determine if  

 a parcel is in or out of the SRP jurisdiction, and  
 display key factors used to determine a parcel’s groundwater use fee 

o A form to review and provide additional information (electronic and hard copy) 
• GSA and GRP partners (Permit Sonoma, Ag Commissioner, others) 

o Hard copy program binders with information and forms  
• Staff team focused on developing, implementing, and managing the data and program  

 
Roll-out schedule 
Due to delays related to the COVID-19 shelter-in-place emergency, the Groundwater User 
Registration Program is anticipated to launch in early Summer 2020. This schedule will allow for 
at least one more Advisory Committee meeting and at least one Board meeting (June) to take 
place prior to implementing the program. GSA staff and a Groundwater User Registration 
Program working group are continuing to virtually meet regularly. 
 
After the program is launched in Summer 2020, GSA staff will focus on improving and enhancing 
datasets from groundwater user categories over three years beginning in early FY 20-21. The first 
focus category will be the largest groundwater users such as municipalities. After GSA staff have 
updated and enhanced this dataset category and improved the associated database structure and 
functions, GSA staff will focus on improving and enhancing datasets from the other groundwater 
user categories such as small water service providers and agricultural users in FY 20-21 and rural 
residential and urban water users in FY 21-22.  
 
Beta Testing 
The Advisory Committee has been providing significant input on the mailer, information form, 
and program plans. Following the March 13, 2020 Advisory Committee meeting where 
additional input was received, a draft of the information form was also sent to the Advisory 
Committees for the Sonoma Valley and Petaluma Valley GSAs. As a result, staff have received a 
lot of constructive input and feedback from members of all three Sonoma County GSA Advisory 
Committees.  
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Currently, the GRP workgroup is creating an on-line beta test of the program. The participants 
will include Advisory Committee members from all 3 GSAs, and the AC members will be asked 
to solicit input from one additional groundwater user who is brand new to the concept of a GSA 
and groundwater user registration program.   

Beta testers will be provided with the following: 

• a secure link to the beta Groundwater User Registration Program webpage which
describes the program and provides links to program tools and information

• an interactive map to determine if a user is located within the basin jurisdiction
• an auto-populated link to the information exchange form
• Groundwater User Registration Program Glossary
• a link to a form to provide organized comments on each section of the program

The beta test is anticipated to be conducted for several weeks in April and/or May 2020, 
depending on the availability of agency staff currently assigned to the Emergency Operations 
Center. If the beta test can be conducted in April 2020, input received will be evaluated by the 
GRP workgroup and shared with the Advisory Committee on May 11, 2020 and Board on June 
11, 2020.   

Launch of the Groundwater User Registration Program is anticipated for summer 2020. The 
specific launch date will be based on availability of key staff currently assigned to the EOC 
during the COVID-19 emergency, and ultimately determined based on final Board direction and 
completion of any final program preparations. 

Staff Recommendation 
Provide feedback to staff regarding the schedule, beta test, and any aspect of the Groundwater 
User Registration Program website and survey.  

Fiscal Information 
None. 

Vote Required 
Not Applicable. 

List of Attachments 
1. Groundwater User Registration Program DRAFT Survey Form and Glossary

Contact 
Andy Rodgers, Administrator, 707-508-3672, arodgers@westyost.com 
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Groundwater User Registration Program  1 
April 2020 FINAL DRAFT 
s\c\852\60-18-01\WP\GWUR\Survey\GWURP Survey V7 

 

Groundwater User Registration Program 

Section 1. Introduction and Owner Information  
To Registered Groundwater User: 

Welcome to the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater User Registration Program. Your parcel has 
been determined to be a groundwater user in the Santa Rosa Plain basin.. 

The following survey provides an opportunity for you to correct or improve known or assumed 
groundwater use information about your parcel. By completing this survey, you are helping the 
Santa Rosa Plain comply with a state law requiring managing groundwater sustainability, 
including preparing a Groundwater Sustainability Plan.  

The information you provide will inform the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency (GSA) about groundwater use for your parcel and the overall groundwater use in your 
area. New information will be confidential and private, for use only for the purposes of 
sustainable groundwater management and will not be disclosed, unless required by law.  

Before you begin completing the form, it may be helpful to gather the following information. 
Once you have collected the well information, this form should take 30-40 minutes to complete. 

1. Parcel owner contact information 
2. Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 

(https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/CRA/Assessor/Real-Property/Search-Parcel-Info) 
3. Available information related to water user (meter readings, recent water bills) 
4. Information about well(s) 

Suggestions on how to find information about your well: 

• For information about wells in the GSA basin area (the basin boundaries can be 
viewed using the GSA interactive map 
https://sonomamap.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=67e642aa
1b8b4b528e954587003140a5)  

• California Department of Water Resources, Well Completion Reports 
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Wells/Well-Completion-
Reports 
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• Permit Records Look-up. Some permit details for the parcel (requires APN or permit 
number) can be found at 
https://prmd.sonomacounty.ca.gov/CitizenAccess/Default.aspx and at 
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/PRMD/Services/Permit-History-Lookup 

Please provide information to the best of your ability; enter "unknown" if information is 
unavailable. There are areas of this form that are prepopulated. Information that is 
prepopulated has been estimated from a previous study. For more information on this study, 
please visit http://santarosaplaingroundwater.org/finances/fee.  

Property Owner Information  

Legal First and Last Name  

Land Line Phone Number (xxx) xxx-xxxx  

Mobile Phone Number (xxx) xxx-xxxx  

Email Address 

Secondary Contact Information (Optional) 

Property Location Information  

 Assessor's P

Preferred Mailing Address - for notices and

This will auto-populate 

Legal First and Last Name  

Email Address 

Address 

City/Town   

State/Province   

ZIP/Postal Code   

arcel Number (APN) no dashes or spaces  

 correspondence 

 (If different from Property Location above)  

First and Last Name 

Address 

City/Town   

State/Province ZIP/Postal Code 

  

31

https://prmd.sonomacounty.ca.gov/CitizenAccess/Default.aspx
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/PRMD/Services/Permit-History-Lookup
http://santarosaplaingroundwater.org/finances/fee


Agenda Item: 6C, Attachment 
Meeting Date: April 9, 2020 

 

Section 2. Water Sources  
1) Does the parcel use groundwater from an Onsite Well (well located on the parcel)?  

This will auto-populate 
 (with an opportunity to confirm) 

� Yes 
� No  
If No- proceed to Question 2 
If Yes- answer the below  

a) How many active wells are located on the parcel? 

 
b) Is/Are the active wells metered? (a meter measures the amount of groundwater pumped) 

� Yes  
� No 

c) How many inactive or inoperable wells are on the parcel? (wells not currently pumping water) 

 
 

d) Do you know the depth of the primary well?  
� Yes  
� No 

If Yes, what is the depth of the primary well in feet?  

 

e) If your parcel crosses the boundary of the Santa Rosa Plain basin additional information is 
required. Registration requirements and potential fees are based on the location of wells 
within the basin. Please attach a site map or aerial photo that clearly shows the location of all 
active wells on the parcel.  

This will auto-populate 
 

f) Would you be willing to have your well monitored for scientific purposes, if additional 
groundwater level information is needed in your neighborhood? 

� Yes  
� No  

Monitoring provides important data that serve as a key input into decision-making 
processes. Groundwater monitoring could: 

• Track changes in groundwater levels; 
• Identify existing or potential changes in flow due to groundwater withdrawal; and 
• Assess the effects of climate on groundwater levels. 

Groundwater User Registration Program  3 
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If you would like more information about having your well monitored for scientific purposes, 
contact the GSA at (707) 508-3661. 

2) Does the parcel use groundwater from a Shared Well on a nearby parcel?  
� Yes 
� No 

If Yes, what is the address or APN? 

 
 

3) Does the parcel use water from a public water system (generally a municipal, mutual or private 
water company)? 

This will auto-populate 
 (with an opportunity to confirm) 

� Yes 
� No 

If Yes, what is the name of the public water system?  

 

4) Does the parcel use surface water from a nearby reservoir, stream, or other surface water 
diversion?  

This will auto-populate 
 (with an opportunity to confirm) 

� Yes 
� No  

If Yes, how many gallons of surface water is used each year?  

 

If Yes, is the diversion registered or licensed with the state? 
         If Yes (registered with the state) 

What is the registration, water right application or license number? 

 
         If No (not registered with the state) 

Please briefly describe the surface water diversion (sheet flow, exempt spring …).  

 

5) Does the parcel use Recycled Water? 
� Yes 
� No 

If Yes, what is the name of the recycled water supplier? 

 
How many gallons of recycled water is used each year? 
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Section 3. Water Uses 
Residential Water Uses 

6) Are there any residential dwellings on the parcel?  

This will auto-populate 
 (with an opportunity to confirm) 

� Yes 
� No 
If No – Proceed to Question 7  
If Yes: 

a) How many residential dwellings are on the parcel? 

              

b) What is the primary source of water for household uses?  

Drop down 
 

• Onsite Well 
• Shared Well 
• Retail Water Supplier 
• Surface Water 
• Other 

  

c) Estimate the total number of gallons of water used each year for residential water uses on the 
parcel: 

 

d) Is water use based on water meter readings or an invoice? 
� Yes 
� No 

e) Does residential water use provided above include water for landscape irrigation? 
� Yes  
� No  

Landscape Irrigation Water Use 

7) Is water used for landscape irrigation (not agriculture) on the parcel?  

This will auto-populate 
 (with an opportunity to confirm) 

� Yes  
� No  
If No – Proceed to Question 8  
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If Yes: 

a) If known, how many square feet of irrigated lawn are on the parcel?  

 
 

b) If known, how many square feet of other irrigated landscape are on the parcel? 

 

c) What is the source of water for this use?  
� Onsite Well 
� Shared Well 
� Public Water System 
� Surface Water 
� Recycled Water 
� Other 

 

d) Estimate the number of gallons of water used each year for landscape irrigation: 

 

e) Is water use based on water meter readings or an invoice? 
� Yes  
� No  

Agricultural Irrigation Water Use 

8) Is water used for agricultural irrigation on the parcel?  

This will auto-populate 
 (with an opportunity to confirm) 

� Yes 
� No 
If No – Proceed to Question 9 
If Yes: 

a) What is the primary source of water for agricultural irrigation? (auto-pop)  
� Onsite Well 
� Shared Well 
� Public Water System 
� Surface Water 
� Recycled Water 
� Other 
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• Estimate the number of gallons of water used each year from the primary source: 

 

• Is water use based on water meter readings or an invoice? 
� Yes  
� No 

b) What is the secondary source of water for agricultural irrigation? (auto-pop)  
� Onsite Well 
� Shared Well 
� Public Water System 
� Surface Water 
� Recycled Water 
� Other 

 
• Estimate the number of gallons of water used each year from the secondary source: 

 
• Is water use based on water meter readings or an invoice? 

� Yes  
� No  

Crop Area Information 

This will auto-populate 
 (Type of crop and acres will auto populate with an opportunity to 
correct) 

Please provide the type and area for each crop on the parcel. Select crop type from the list below  

Vineyard - Table grapes, wine grapes and raisin grapes 

Deciduous Fruit and Nuts - Apples, apricots, cherries, peaches, nectarines, pears, plums, prunes, 
figs, walnuts and miscellaneous deciduous 

Olives – Olive orchard 

Truck and Berry Crops - Artichokes, asparagus, beans (green), carrots, celery, lettuce, peas, 
spinach, flowers nursery and tree farms, bush berries, strawberries, peppers, broccoli, cabbage, 
cauliflower, brussel sprouts and other similar crops 

Citrus and Subtropical - Grapefruit, lemons, oranges, dates, avocados, kiwis, jojoba, 
miscellaneous subtropical fruit 

Cannabis Indoor - Cannabis or hemp grown year-round in indoors or in a greenhouse 

Groundwater User Registration Program  8 
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Cannabis Outdoor - Cannabis or hemp grown seasonally outdoors 

Grain - Wheat, barley, oats, miscellaneous grain and hay, and mixed grain and hay 

Pasture - Clover, mixed pasture, native pastures, induced high water table native pasture, 
miscellaneous grasses, turf farms, bermuda grass, rye grass and klein grass 

 

a) Crop Type 1 
Type  

 
Number of acres  

 
 

b) Crop Type 2 
Type  

 
Number of acres  

 

c) Crop Type 3 
Type  

 
Number of acres  

 

* Please attach a separate paper listing the type and number of acres for any additional crops. 

 

Commercial, Industrial, Institutional, and Miscellaneous Water Uses 

9) Is water used for commercial, industrial, institutional or other non-residential uses on the parcel? 

This will auto-populate 
 (with an opportunity to confirm) 

� Yes 
� No 
If No – proceed to Question 10  
If Yes: 

a) Please select the category that best describes the use. 
� Commercial 
� Government 
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� Industrial 
� Institutional 
� Manufacturing 
� Office Space 
� Public Assembly 
� School 
� Other 

 

b) Briefly describe the primary use of the operation: 

 
c) What is the primary source of water for this use?  

� Onsite Well 
� Shared Well 
� Public Water System 
� Surface Water 
� Recycled Water 
� Other 

 

d) Estimate the number of gallons of water used each year for Commercial, Industrial, 
Institutional, and Miscellaneous Water Uses: 

 
e) Is water use based on water meter readings or an invoice? 

� Yes 
� No 

f) On average, how many employees are onsite daily? 

 

g) On average, how many hours does an employee spend onsite each day?  

 

h) Briefly describe the primary uses of water (e.g. drinking water and other potable uses, 
manufacturing, dust suppression …) 
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Section 4. Additional Comments and Information 
10) Do you have any concerns about your well? If so, what are they? (e.g. decreased water level, dry, 

contaminants, etc.)  

 

11) Please enter any additional comments or information regarding your groundwater use that you 
would like to provide.  

 

12) Please attach any supporting information that you consider to be relevant (site map with well 
locations, well construction records, well pump test results, statement from Retail Water Supplier, 
etc.) 

Attach Files 
 

Agreement 

By signing, or pressing the "SUBMIT" button, below, you certify the following: 

"I certify that I am the property owner/grantor or lessee/grantee or an Authorized Agent for the parcel, 
and that each and all the statements herein are true and correct to the best to my knowledge. I 
understand that the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency and its members may use this 
information to correct, verify or add to information to records regarding the groundwater use on my 
property. I acknowledge that information collected by filling out this survey is confidential and private 
and will be used only for the purposes of sustainable groundwater management and will not be 
disclosed unless required by law.” 

E-Signature/Signature box 
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Glossary 
Onsite Well: A private groundwater well located on the parcel. 

Shared Well: A supply well located on a nearby parcel. The nearby parcel may be under common 
ownership or owned by another entity. A shared well may be part of a State Small Water System that 
has a small number of connections, serves a small number of people daily, and does not qualify as a 
Public Water System, but may be registered and regulated by the County. 

Public Water System: Under California Health and Safety §116275, “Public water system” means a 
system for the provision of water for human consumption through pipes or other constructed 
conveyances that has 15 or more service connections or regularly serves at least 25 individuals daily at 
least 60 days out of the year. Public Water Systems are registered with the State Division of Drinking 
Water. Municipal, mutual, and private water companies are generally Public Water Systems. 

Surface Water: Water collected or diverted from a waterbody. A water body is defined as any significant 
accumulation of water, such as: lakes, ponds, rivers, streams, creeks, and springs. 

Recycled Water: Water which, as a result of treatment of waste, is suitable for a direct beneficial use or 
a controlled use that would not otherwise occur and is therefore considered a valuable resource 
(Water Code §13050(n)). 

Recycled Water Supplier: An entity that is permitted to produce recycled water consistent with 
California Code of Regulations, title 22 at a wastewater treatment plant or water recycling treatment 
plant. 

Residential Dwellings: A building or portion thereof, or a mobile home, designed for residential 
occupation by one person or a group of two or more persons living together as a domestic unit or 
household. A single family home, accessory dwelling unit, individual apartment, or condominium are 
each considered a single residential dwelling regardless of size or occupancy. 

Residential Water Use: Water used in support of Residential Dwellings. 

Commercial, Industrial, Institutional, and other non-residential uses: Any water use to support a 
business, institution, or the public that is not associated with residential or agricultural uses. 

Landscape Water Use: Water used for landscape irrigation such as decorative planting, lawns, and 
gardens. Landscape water does not include irrigation for agriculture. 

Agricultural Water Use: Water used for irrigation of agricultural crops or commodities such as 
vineyards, orchards, or cannabis. Vegetable gardens or hobby farms of less than 0.5 acres for personal 
use are not considered agriculture. 
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Action Item 

 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
FROM:  Andy Rodgers, Administrator 
SUBJECT:  GSA Board Advisory Committee Appointments 

  
 
Summary: Seven of the 18 Advisory Committee members are appointed by the Board. The 
following seat has been vacated mid-term: one Rural Residential. A Board ad hoc was formed to 
consider candidates that had applied for the Rural Residential seat in March 2020.   
  
 
Background  
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) requires the Agency to consider the 
interests of basin stakeholders, including: agricultural water users, residential well owners, 
municipal well operators, public water systems, land-use agencies, environmental users of 
water, surface water users, the federal government, California Native American tribes, and 
disadvantaged communities. To ensure the ideas and opinions of stakeholders are actively 
solicited, the Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement requires the agency create an Advisory 
Committee. The Advisory Committee reviews and/or provides recommendations to the Board 
on groundwater-related issues that may include:  

Development, adoption or amendment of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan 

• Sustainability goals and objectives 
• Best management practices 
• Monitoring programs 
• Annual work plans and reports (including mandatory 5-year milestone reports) 
• Modeling scenarios 
• Inter-basin coordination activities 
• Projects and management actions to achieve sustainability 
• Community outreach 
• Local regulations to implement SGMA 
• Fee proposals 
• General advisory 

The Santa Rosa Plain Advisory Committee is not be involved in the Agency budget or day-to-day 
operations, such as personnel staffing or contracting. 

Of the 18 members of the Advisory Committee, seven are appointed by the Board, in the 
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following categories: Environmental representative (2), rural residential well owner (2), 
business community representative (1), and agricultural interest (2). 

Rural Residential: Doug Beretta, Board-appointed Advisory Committee member, notified staff 
of his intent to step down from the committee in January 2020. The Advisory Committee was 
informed at the January 13, 2020 meeting, after which staff has received calls from interested 
parties inquiring about the opening. On February 3, 2020, the ad hoc discussed options for 
appointing a replacement including reviewing previously received applications; but decided it 
would be most beneficial for the GSA to advertise the Rural Residential seat opening as soon as 
possible.   

Staff completed the following steps:  

• Reviewed applications received in 2017 and the selection process 
• Created an updated application specific to the Rural Residential seat 
• Posted the application on the GSA website 
• Publicized the application through newspaper ads, an email blog to a stakeholder list 

(includes more than 1,000 people), and alerts through Next Door targeting Santa Rosa 
Plain residents. 

• Encouraged the outgoing and current Environmental AC representatives to reach out to 
their respective networks 

• Fielded questions by applicants, collected applications, and evaluated for eligibility.  

The application period was open between February 20 and March 20, 2020. One person applied 
to serve as the Rural Residential Representative on the Advisory Committee. David Noren was 
determined eligible to serve in accordance with the Agency Bylaws and Advisory Committee 
Charter. His application is attached. 

The ad hoc corresponded by email on March 30, 2020 to evaluate the applicant, using a rating 
matrix (attached) for guidance. The matrix reflects Attachment B of the Santa Rosa Plain GSA 
Joint Power Authority agreement which provides guidance on Advisory Committee selection.  

The ad hoc recommends David Noren be appointed to the Advisory Committee because of his 
understanding of and commitment to groundwater issues; technical qualifications; support 
from and experience working with diverse stakeholders and organizations in the Santa Rosa 
Plain area; and a strong desire to communicate with his stakeholder community.  

This appointment is intended to complete the term originally assigned to Doug Beretta, which 
ends December 2020. Mr. Noren may reapply for a second term at that time.  

Staff Recommendation 
Board ad hoc recommends David Noren be appointed to the GSA Advisory Committee as one of 
two Rural Residential representatives, for a term ending December 2020.  
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Fiscal Information 
None. 

Vote Required 
Supermajority.  

List of Attachments 
1. Applications of eligible candidates 
2. Rating Matrix 

Contact 
Andy Rodgers, Administrator, 707-508-3672, arodgers@westyost.com 
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Application for Groundwater Sustainability Agency Advisory Committee 

 

First and Last Name 

David M. Noren 

 

 

 

 
Describe how you meet Eligibility (address of home or business) link to basin map 
 

 I live at  
 
 I work for  EBA Engineering 

825 Sonoma Avenue, Suite C 
  Santa Rosa, California 95404 

 
For which Interest-group Seat would you like to be considered? 
Applicant can select more than one interest 
 

◻  Environmental representative (2 seats available) 

   Rural residential well owner - domestic water primary use (2 seats available) 

◻  Business community representative (1 seat available) 

◻  Agricultural interest (surface water or GW user) (2 seats available) 

 

Describe how you will represent this interest group and communicate with other 

members of this interest group. 

I am a rural well owner and co-founder of the Sebastopol Water Information Group (SWiG) 

which is a local community based watershed group that represents private well owners that 

has for many years been working towards establishing quantifiable information to advocate 

for sustainable groundwater use in the Santa Rosa Plain and the Sebastopol area.  SWiG 

has worked extensively with the City of Sebastopol to advocate for a knowledge based 

approach to groundwater management as the City of Sebastopol is a large user of 

groundwater that is surrounded by rural land owners that really upon the shared resource.   

SWiG is also a charter member of the Sonoma County Water Coalition which represents 

water advocacy throughout Sonoma County and the North Coast with 12 member 

organizations and over 20 supporting organizations.  As an active member of SWiG and with 

affiliation with the Sonoma County Water Coalition, I will continue to provide active and current 

interaction to represent private well owners through advocacy.   

 

One issue regarding outreach to rural well owners I see is need to have an effective and 

consistent method of conveying and receiving information to rural well owners.  I see this a 

significant challenge given that there are many thousands of private well owners that are not 

now organized as a coherent group.  As such I would think it would be of great importance to 

coordinate any dissemination of information to rural wells owners with the GSA and advisory 

committee members to have a consistent and well thought process of communicating and 

 11  
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receiving information.  It may be of great benefit to have a strategy for stakeholder outreach 

that includes all stakeholder groups that would include social media, print media and 

potentially public meetings.  I am open and available to participate with outreach to rural well 

owners with guidelines and input from the GSA and advisory committee members.   
 

Current Occupation 
I am the Vice President of Environmental Services at EBA Engineering in Santa Rosa.  I have 
worked for EBA Engineering for 23 years and manage and oversee a wide variety of 
environmental and engineering projects.   

 
Current License(s) 
Professional or occupational, date of issues / expiration, including status 

 
Education / Experience 
Education:  B.S. Agricultural Science & Management  
   U.C. Davis 1989 
 
   M.S. Environmental Management 
   University of San Francisco 2013 
 
Experience 

I have lived in Sonoma County most of my life.  For the past 30 years I have lived with my family 
in the unincorporated area south of Sebastopol.  I am the owner of a domestic water supply well 
and have a vested interest in the prudent and equitable management of groundwater resources in 
Sonoma County.   

 

I have also worked for the past 25 years as an environmental consultant in Sonoma County.  For 
the past 23 years I have worked for EBA Engineering, a local environmental engineering firm.  
Projects in which I have worked on include hydrogeologic investigations, groundwater monitoring 
and remediation, land assessments, contaminant cleanup, stormwater monitoring, environmental 
permitting and compliance and others.  I feel my professional experience would be a great asset 
to represent the process pursuant to the Groundwater Sustainability Act.     

 

In 2010 also I cofounded the Sebastopol Water Information Group (SWiG) when domestic water 
supply wells starting going dry in the area south of Sebastopol.  SWiG began and remains an 
advocacy group for gathering and disseminating information of groundwater conditions for rural 
well owners as well as to advocate and reach out to other stakeholders including municipal and 
small community well systems in the area surrounding the greater Sebastopol area.   For the past 
15 years I have been an active member of SWiG. One of the primary activities that I have 
undertaken at SWiG is to provide semi-annual water level measurements for approximately 15 
private water supply wells in and around the greater Sebastopol area.  The data set is now being 
reported to the Sonoma County Water Agency and is included in the California Statewide 
Groundwater Elevation Monitoring program.   

 

I also served as a Board member of the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(NCRWQCB) from 2008 until October 2019.  During my time working on the NCRWQCB I was 
involved with staff, the regulated community, industry and environmental interests and the public 
in all things regulatory related to the protection and benefit of groundwater quality on the North 
Coast.  The experience as a Board member was very fulfilling and involved me deeply within the 
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regulatory process from the development of new programs such as developing a regulatory 
framework for the cultivation of cannabis, developing a dairy permitting program and a TMDL for 
pathogen impairment of the Russian River or serving the ongoing regulatory oversight and 
permitting duties of the agency.  I am a firm believer that water quality and quantity are inextricably 
linked whether it be surface water or groundwater.  I also believe that there are opportunities for 
the management of water resources in Sonoma County that can be developed and enhanced to 
the benefit of the protection and enhance of these resources. 

 
Other Board / Commission / Committee on which you Serve / have Served 
 
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board - 2008-2019 
 
Santa Rosa Junior College Ag Trust Foundation – 2016 to present 

 
Letters of Support 
For interest-based seats, applicants are encouraged to demonstrate support from local 
organizations and community groups engaged on issues related to the interest that the 
applicant seeks to represent (i.e. environmental, business, agriculture, rural communities) by 
attaching letters of support. Letters of support are not necessary for eligibility, but are welcome 
to demonstrate the applicant’s ability to represent those interests. 
Please list letters here: Organization, Author, Date 
 
Sonoma County Water Coalition, Signed by Jane Nielson, 3/2/2020 
 
OWL Foundation, Signed by H.R. Downs, 3/9/2020 
 
Sonoma County Farm Bureau, signed by Jeff Carlton, 3/10/2020 
 
Weeks Drilling & Pump, Signed by Charlie Judson, 3/13/2020 
 
 
References 
Jane Nielson, Ph.D., Professional Geologist   

 
 
Rue Furch 

 
 
Matt St. John, Executive Officer 
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 

 
 
Don Black, Managing Partner 
Anderson Ziegler 

 
 
Matt Earnshaw, P.G., C.Hg. 
EBA Engineering 
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Please explain your reasons for wishing to serve and, in your opinion, how y
feel you can contribute. 
 
My desire to serve on the advisory committee is to support the Groundwat
Sustainability Agency in their goal of formulating a groundwater management plan th
serves all the stakeholder groups and the environment.  Available information tells 
that there is between 40,000 to 60,000 domestic, agricultural and municipal wells 
Sonoma County.  All of these wells are relying upon the shared resource 
groundwater and it needs to be managed and monitored as a shared resource.  
addition, I believe that there needs to be management towards the enhancement a
protection of groundwater in the Santa Rosa Plain to protect against degradation 
water quality. Further, many of our creeks and streams that support endanger
species are recharged from groundwater and managing for sustainable groundwat
could also have a positive effect of protecting and enhancing stream flow.  Finally
believe that there are opportunities to enhance groundwater quantity through rechar
using stormwater that would also be of benefit to our creeks and streams by reduci
peak flows that have been driven by hydromodification and development of the uplan
of the watershed. 
 
I believe that the process of formulating an effective sustainable groundwat
management plan will benefit from my experience as a member of the environmen
community, my professional experience as an environmental consultant that h
worked in Sonoma County for over 25 years and finally as a former member for 
years of the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board, an agency wi
significant regulatory authority of groundwater quality and quantity issues on the No
Coast.   
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or wish to discuss informati
in this application.  Thank you for the opportunity.    
 
 
     
 

 
NOTE: The Agency will keep all applications on file for one year from the date of rec
of the application. 
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3/13/2020

Mr. Andy Rogers

Regarding: Appointment to the vacant seat on the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Dear Mr. Rogers:

I wish to recommend David Noren for the vacant seat on the Santa Rosa Plain Sustainable Groundwater 
Agency.

I have known David Noren professionally for over 25 years through my posi*on as President of Weeks Drillin
and Pump Co in Sebastopol and through my interest in groundwater and public policy. Although I am recentl
re*red from 46 years in the groundwater industry I maintain my professional interests and I believe David 
Noren is a great fit for the environmental seat with the agency. 

I have confidence in David. He is a founder of the Sebastopol Water Informa*on Group (SWIG) and, as you 
surely know, was a member of the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board. He has also been 
monitoring groundwater levels as a volunteer for as long as I can remember. He is able to talk to and work 
with people of polar opposite views. That is no small thing and is one of the reasons he has my trust.

Thank you for considering his appointment.

Charlie Judson
Consultant to Weeks Drilling and Pump Co.



Thanks,

Charlie 

Charlie Judson

Consultant to Weeks Drilling & Pump Co.

g 
y 
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1390 N. McDowell Blvd Ste G-306 * Petaluma, CA 94954 * Tel. (707) 792-1407 * owl@owlfoundation.net 
California non-profit 501(c) (3) organization 

3/9/20 

 Seat on SRPGSA 
 
Dear Mr. Rogers; 
 
The O.W.L. Foundation, as a founding member of the Sonoma County Water Coalition, would like to endorse 
Mr. David Noren for the Rural Well-Owner Seat on the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency.  
 
Mr. Noren, as you undoubtedly know, is a distinguished and experienced water professional. He served as a 
Board member of the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board for 11 years. He helped found the 
Sebastopol Water information Group (SWiG) and supervises SWiG's yearly well measurement records for west 
county. SWiG is an O.W.L. Foundation project and therefore our Board has had direct experience working with 
Mr. Noren for many years. These annual datasets contribute to SCWA's reports to DWR. 
 
Mr. Noren's long residence in Sonoma County, his professional expertise in local water issues, and his widely 
recognized ability to translate these skills effectively to working groups, make him an ideal fit to tackle our 
future challenges with groundwater sustainability.  
 
Thank you for you attention to this important nomination. 
 
Regards, 
 

 
 
 
H.R. Downs 
President 
O.W.L. Foundation 
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3589 Westwind Blvd., Santa Rosa, CA 95403  Phone (707) 544-5575  Fax (707) 544-7452   www.sonomafb.org 

 

SONOMA COUNTY FARM BUREAU 
Affiliated with California Farm Bureau Federation and American Farm Bureau Federation 

March 10, 2020 

 

Andy Rogers 
Administrator 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Santa Rosa Plain 

 

Re: Appointment of David Noren to the Rural Residential Well Owner Representative Seat 

Dear Mr. Rodgers,  

The Sonoma County Farm Bureau recommends David Noren be appointed to the vacant Rural 
Residential Well Owner Representative seat on the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency Advisory Committee.  

David is a sound representative for rural residential well owners within the Santa Rosa Plain basin. 
Through his time serving on the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board, he gained a 
deep understanding of State and federal groundwater and surface water regulations. As co-
founder of the Sebastopol Water Information Group (SWiG), David has provided well monitoring 
for private landowners in the greater Sebastopol area for over 12 years. In addition to his industry 
involvement, his professional expertise gives him a unique insight to the critical application of 
regulatory processes surrounding the management of water quality and supply. 

Given his expertise and experience, Sonoma County Farm Bureau strongly supports his 
application to the vacant Rural Residential Well Owner Representative seat. We feel that he 
would positively represent the rural landowners that make up a majority of our over 2,000 
members.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jeff Carlton 
President 
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Subject: Recommenda	on for Santa Rosa Plain GSA

From: Jane Nielson 

Date: 3/2/2020 3:11 PM

To: Andy Rogers 

Dear Mr Rogers,

The Sonoma County Water Coalition (SCWC) comprises 31 Sonoma County environmental organizations, representing

more than 24,000 concerned citizens—including farmers, native plant experts, and watershed protection groups. SCWC

members participated in local Groundwater Management Planning processes initiated in Sonoma County before

passage of  SGMA. SCWC members support Mr. Noren’s application to serve on the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater

Sustainability Agency’s Advisory Committee as a Rural Residential well owner.

Mr. Noren is a Sonoma County native. Raised on a Bennett Valley farm, he now lives, with his wife and family in the

rural area southeast of Sebastopol, close to the Laguna de Santa Rosa. He has been a water quality professional for

more than 25 years, and is a California Registered Environmental Assessor, with a very extensive background in

groundwater science and issues, including environmental cleanup and groundwater remediation. He also measures well

water levels in the Sebastopol area for the Sebastopol Water Information Group, and makes the results available on a

local website (currently under reconstruction).  He also has served on the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control

Board.

SCWC members have been part of earlier movements to bring Groundwater Management to the Santa Rosa Plain, but

have worried that the GSA process lacks input from local residents with deep knowledge about groundwater

characteristics and protective practices. We strongly urge that GSA membership be expanded to include people with

Mr. Noren’s expertise and understanding of the local groundwater issues. SCWC members have confidence that Mr.

Noren’s concern for water quality, and his knowledge of surface and groundwater interactions will strongly support and

balance the GSA process for the Santa Rosa Plain.

=

Jane E. Nielson Ph.D. for the Sonoma County Water Coalition

 

 

Attachments:

JNSignature-2.pdf 27 bytes

Recommendation for Santa Rosa Plain GSA  

1 of 1 3/13/2020 9:13 AM
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Agenda Item: 7A, Attachment 2 
Meeting Date: April 9, 2020 

s\c\852\60-18-01\wp\AC\19-20 AC Member Appointee\2017-Current AC

Applicant 
Lives or works in 
Santa Rosa Plain? Resume 

# Letters of 
Support 

Additional 
Materials 

Rural 
Residential 
Well Seat 

Noren, David Yes Yes 4 0 X 
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