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Advisory Committee Meeting
MAY 13,2019
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Welcome, 
Introductions, 
and 
Agenda Review
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General Public 
Comment
Public comment on matters not on 
the agenda and within committee 
jurisdiction.
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GSA Staff and 
Advisory 
Committee 
Updates 
Objective: Provide relevant updates 
that inform Advisory Committee 
discussions.

 April GSA Board meeting activity

 Rate and fee study update

 Groundwater user registration program update
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Rate and fee study update
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oReview approved fee methodology and received public comment
o Summarized results of irrigated pastures study
oUpdated status of fee offset grant program 
oDiscussed Santa Rosa Plain ‘Alternative Plan’ Funding Proposal being 

developed by Sonoma County and Sonoma Water



Rate and Fee Study
Objective: Develop fair and efficient funding mechanism to create a financially 
independent Groundwater Sustainability Agency for the Santa Rosa Plain. 

The funding mechanism should consider unique characteristics of the basin 
jurisdiction while meeting SGMA legal requirements.
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Annual Cost to Fund GSA
oYear 1 & 2 funded by member agency contributions, totaling $992,000

o Agency received $1 million in grant funding, reducing the total amount
of funding needed
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Funding Amount Calculation
5 Years Operating Expenses $3,000,305
Member Agency contributions -$992,000
Grant funding -$1,000,000

Total to be recovered $1,008,305
Years to recover expenses 3

Total annual amount to be recovered 
(rounded) $337,000
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Estimated Rate
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The average annual 
costs of running the 

GSA
÷

Acre feet of 
groundwater 
used annually 
in the basin

Per acre
foot rate=

$337,000 17,000

÷

~$20=
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Factors of fee methodology
oBased on actual and estimated groundwater use.

oMunicipal and Other Water Service Providers, Some Commercial – actual

oAgricultural Usage and Other Irrigation Usage - estimated

oRural Residential Usage - estimated

oUrban Well Owners - estimated
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Factors of fee methodology
o Fees fixed for three years

oAfter three years, the Board could end, extend, or replace the fees

o If approved, goes into effect July 1, 2019

o Fees will be collected on property tax bill
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Summary of Estimated Groundwater Use
Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Subbasin
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Notes:

1 - Values shown represent only the amount of recycled water 
assumed to offset estimated groundwater usage (does not 
represent total amount 

2 - See Other Public Water System tab for summary usage by 
system categories

3- Not all Rural Residential parcels are assigned 0.5 AFY, Rural 
Residential parcels with more than one residence are assigned 
an additional 0.25 AFY per residence up to 1 AFY total.

4 - Estimated uses for this category are currently being 
evaluated/refined to determine whether some of these parcels 
have groundwater as sole source of supply.

5 - With the exception of dairy usage, which is estimated based 
on per head of cattle.

6 - Estimated uses for this category are currently being 
evaluated/refined to determine whether groundwater is used 
for irrigation



Range of Groundwater Sustainability Fees
oRural residential (domestic) groundwater users would pay between $8-$13 a year

o Large groundwater users would pay between 
$16-$26 per acre foot of water pumped annually

oUrban well owner would pay between $1-3 a year

oVineyard with 100 acres of irrigated vines (60 AFY) would pay between $960-
$1,560 annually

o Fees would be levied for three years, after which time the Board could end, 
extend, or replace
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Estimated Fees Compared to State Intervention Fees

Source of Usage

Proposed 
Groundwater 

Sustainability Fee
Annual State

Intervention Fees

Charge per Acre Foot (agriculture,   
municipal, golf courses, etc.) $16 - $26

$300 base fee,
plus $40 per AF*

Charge for Rural Residential
($ per parcel/year) $8 - $13 $100 

Charge for Urban Supplemental
Irrigation Wells ($ per parcel/year) $1-3 $100 
*The $300 annual base fee is charged to all well owners, except de minimis (rural & urban residential).
** $100 fee may be charged by State if it deems total de minimis extractions to be significant.



Santa Rosa Plain ‘Alternative Plan’ 
Funding Proposal
o Implement groundwater sustainability fee based on the approved methodology and an 

accompanying Groundwater Users Registration program

o Supplemental contributions by the County and Sonoma Water (plus if Sebastopol decides to 
contribute payments to join the GSA) would result in the following three categories:
• Category 1: Municipal suppliers: The cities of Cotati, Rohnert Park, Santa Rosa and Sebastopol, the 

Town of Windsor, and Sonoma Water, would pay annual groundwater sustainability user fees.

• Category 2: Unincorporated groundwater users: Rural residents, water districts (mutual, public 
systems and investor-owned utilities), commercial, and agricultural groundwater users in the 
unincorporated areas would be subject to the groundwater sustainability fee -- but would not be 
assessed for three years.

• Category 3: Urban groundwater users: Urban well owners (who live within city/town limits but have a 
well on their property), mobile home parks using groundwater, and commercial groundwater users 
within cities/towns would be subject to the fee -- but would not be assessed for three years. 
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Board Next Steps
oMay 21: Sonoma County Board of Supervisors and the Sonoma Water Board of 

Directors considers proposal for contributions totaling $231,000 annually for 
three years to the GSA. 

o June 4: Sebastopol City Council considers proposal to contribute a total of 
$71,400 (in three annual payments of $23,800) to join the GSA Board.

o June 13: GSA Board considers the following 
• Approval for Ordinance Requiring Registration of Groundwater Use Facilities, Water User 

Reporting and Authorizing the Adoption of Groundwater Sustainability Fee and Resolution, 
and

• Adoption of the groundwater sustainability fee and alternative plan.

• Sebastopol joining Board (dependent on June 4 City council meeting)
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Groundwater User Registration Program Update
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What is the Groundwater User 
Registration Program?

A free and convenient registration program that will allow the GSA to verify basic 
information about groundwater use.
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How does the Groundwater User 
Registration Program work?

Step 1. People assumed to be groundwater users will receive a letter from 
the GSA that includes:

• Parcel number, address, parcel size, type of land use

Step 2. If information is correct, groundwater users can:
• Do nothing OR
• Contact GSA to provide optional additional information (well location, 

depth, water quality concerns, etc.)

Step 3. If information is incorrect, groundwater users can:
• Go online/call to make corrections
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Why is the GSA proposing the 
Groundwater User Registration Program?
oThe program will provide important information about groundwater use in the 

Santa Rosa Plain basin.

oThe program will help identify areas in the basin that may benefit from future 
programs.

o SGMA requires some form of regulation to assess fees on de minimis 
groundwater users (i.e., most rural residential groundwater users). A 
registration program was determined to be the least intrusive form of 
regulation for groundwater users, and provide the most value to the GSA 
(information). 

oDe minimis groundwater users represent ~25% of the total groundwater used 
in the Santa Rosa Plain basin.
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The Groundwater User Registration 
Program Is:
oA process for Submitting Additional Information 

• Online form through GSA website and connected with webmap
• Hardcopy form available for online printout or at GSA, Ag Commissioner 

and Permit Sonoma
oA process for Correcting Information (often referred to as Appeals Process)

• Same form, though “information correction requested” box will be checked
• GSA staff will make telephone appointment to discuss request directly 

with owner
• Documentation of corrected information will be requested and reviewed 

upon receipt 
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The Groundwater User Registration 
Program Is Not:

The Groundwater User Registration Program is Not:

oRequiring meters to be installed on wells

oRequiring groundwater users to monitor their water use (although people are 
welcome to join the voluntary monitoring program)

oRequiring groundwater users to fill out forms, unless they want to correct or 
share additional information 

oThe only agency available to assist owners of parcels. Assistance/guidance will 
be available from Ag Commissioner and Permit Sonoma
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Direction from AC and Board
oMake program simple and understandable
oProvide messaging that communicates the values of adding/correcting 

information
oProvide options for exchanging information

• On-line
• Hardcopy
• Staff support: GSA, Ag Dept, Permit Sonoma

oMake sure wording is relatable and clear
o Improve accuracy and completeness of GSA datasets
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What’s in a Name?
Current program name: Groundwater User Registration Program
Should public interfaces be renamed to be more representative of the core 
objective? 

…to verify basic information about groundwater use

Suggested options:
• SRP - Groundwater User Information Exchange
• SRP - Groundwater User Program
• SRP – Groundwater User Database and Atlas
• SRP – Groundwater Basin Survey
• Other?
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Groundwater User Registration Program 
– Website updates
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Groundwater User 
Information Exchange

1. Link updated to the SRP GSA 
interactive map. (Current link is to 
SGMA Basin Prioritization 
Dashboard.)

2. Interactive map will include a link 
to Groundwater User Information 
Exchange form

3. Managing Our Groundwater –
Dropdown to Groundwater User 
Information Exchange page.



TO LAUNCH MAP
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Thank you for your interest in the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater User Information Exchange!

This is a free and convenient process for owners of property located in the Santa Rosa Plain 
groundwater basin to review, verify, correct and contribute groundwater information associated 
with your property.

Any information you can provide will allow the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
(SRP GSA) to gain a more accurate understanding of groundwater usage in the basin. Accurate 
information will inform planning and proactive management of the groundwater basin resource for 
the benefit of all its users.

This webpage includes additional background and reference information on the SRP GSA and the 
Santa Rosa Plain groundwater basin, as well as an interactive map to determine if your property is 
located in or out of the basin area, and a form to review and submit additional information. 

Are you in our basin?
Interactive map with address search

CLICK HERE 

https://sonomamap.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=67e642aa1b8b4b528e954587003140a5
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Steps to review groundwater information
1. Determine whether or not your property is located in the Santa Rosa Plain basin:

• Visit this interactive map: http://bit.ly/SRPInteractiveMap
• Enter the APN or address of parcel into the search bar at the top left of the map.

- If your property intersects with the blue area, your property is included in the Santa Rosa Plain
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (SRP GSA) jurisdiction.

- If no portion of your property intersects with the blue area, your property is NOT included in the
Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency (SRP GSA) jurisdiction.

Outside of SRPGSA 
jurisdiction

Within SRPGSA 
jurisdiction

http://bit.ly/SRPInteractiveMap
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GSA Website Map

https://sonomamap.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=67e642aa1b8b4b528e954587003140a5


SANTAROSAPLAINGROUNDWATER.ORG 29

Steps to review groundwater information (continued)
1. Locate and click on your parcel to reveal an information screen
2. Review the information the SRP GSA has on file associated with 

your property. If information is correct, owners can:
Do nothing, OR provide additional information to the GSA 
through a form provided on this webpage

3. Complete the Groundwater User Information Exchange form to 
add additional information or correct information, such as:
• Property owner contact information
• APN
• Groundwater user category (commercial, rural residential, 

agriculture, etc.)
• Well construction information (i.e. well and pump depth, 

diameter, and date drilled)
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If you are interested in reviewing other available groundwater-related information associated with 
your property, the following webpages are available:

• How to Search for a Well Log
For information about wells in the GSA basin, contact Well and Septic Permit & Resource 
Management Department, County of Sonoma by Phone (707) 565-2849 or visit them online at
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/PRMD/Eng-and-Constr/Well-and-Septic/Water-Wells

• Well Permit No. Look-up 
For record of well permits (Requires parcel no.)
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/PRMD/Services/Permit-History-Lookup/

• Permit Records Look-up 
Provides some details of each permit for your property (Requires parcel no. or permit no.)
https://prmd.sonomacounty.ca.gov/CitizenAccess/Default.aspx

• Department of Water Resources’ well log web app 
https://dwr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=181078580a214c0986e2da28f8623b37

https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/PRMD/Eng-and-Constr/Well-and-Septic/Water-Wells/
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/PRMD/Services/Permit-History-Lookup/
https://prmd.sonomacounty.ca.gov/CitizenAccess/Default.aspx
https://dwr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=181078580a214c0986e2da28f8623b37
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4. To complete the online Groundwater User Information Exchange form visit 
http://bit.ly/SRPGWInfoExchange. This should take approximately 10-15 minutes to complete:

If you prefer to fill out a hard copy form, download and print the pdf Groundwater User Information 
Exchange form or visit the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency, Sonoma County 
Agriculture Commissioners office or Permit Sonoma. 

Once you have completed the form, mail it using the following address:

Groundwater User Information Exchange 
ATTN: Santa Rosa Plain GSA

2235 Mercury Way, Suite 105

http://bit.ly/SRPGWInfoExchange
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Groundwater User Registration Program
oNext Steps: 

• Develop and complete webpage with GSA staff and partner agencies
• Develop contracts with partner agencies
• Develop materials to be sent to groundwater users for Board review
• Consider Ordinance Requiring Registration of Groundwater Use 

Facilities, Water User Reporting and Authorizing the Adoption of 
Groundwater Sustainability Fee (June 13, 2019 board meeting)

• If ordinance and fee is approved, finalize fee study and transfer 
management of groundwater database from Raftelis to GSA 
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All-Basin SGMA 
Climate Change 
Workshop 
Objective: Learn about SGMA 
regulations that require consideration 
of climate change scenarios in the 
development and implementation of 
the Petaluma Valley GSP. 

 SMGA requirements for incorporating climate 
change into the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan

 Upcoming May 22 climate change workshop

 Q&A/Open group discussion
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Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan 
(GSP) 
Development –
Basin Setting
Objective: Present and solicit initial 
committee input on draft materials 
from the basin setting section of the 
Santa Rosa Plain GSP.

 Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model – Draft subsection

 Current and Historical Groundwater Conditions –
Draft materials

 Open group discussion
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Meeting 
Adjourn

 Next meeting: Monday, July 8, 2019, 3:00 – 5:30 pm
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