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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Board Meeting - Agenda
October 14, 2021 | 1:00 – 3:30 p.m .

IN ACCORDANCE WITH EMERGENCY RESOLUTION 003-2021, PASSED BY THE BOARD ON SEPTEMBER 30, 2021,
THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD VIRTUALLY VIA REMOTE CONFERENCING SERVICE — NO PHYSICAL MEETING
LOCATION

Remote Location:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83335419723?pwd=U21LVU1WN0NtSXMzWnIrT1kwY2Fzdz09
Passcode: 901440
Or Telephone Dial 1 408 638 0968
Webinar ID: 833 3541 9723 | Passcode: 901440
Agenda and materials are available at: www.santarosaplaingroundwater.org

1. Call to Order and Roll Call
2. Public comment on matters not listed on the agenda but within the subject matter jurisdiction
of the Board
3. Consent Calendar
a) Approve Minutes of September 30, 2021 Board Meeting
b) Approve Year-to-Date Financial Report
4. Directors/Subcommittee Report
5. Advisory Committee Report
6. Information Items
a) Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Public Review Draft Updates
a. Community Meeting
b. Comments Received To-Date
7. Action Items
a) 2021 Calendar: Adopt January-June 2022 Meeting Calendar
8. Administrator, Plan Manager and Legal Counsel Report
9. Adjournment

This agenda posted this day 6 of October 2021

1

__________________________
Secretary/Clerk of the Board
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Board Meeting Agenda

October 14, 2021

Directors

Alternates

City of Cotati

Susan Harvey Vice-Chair

Mark Landman

City of Rohnert Park

Pam Stafford

Jackie Elward

City of Santa Rosa

Tom Schwedhelm Chair

John Sawyer

City of Sebastopol

Patrick Slayter

Neysa Hinton

County of Sonoma

Chris Coursey

Susan Gorin

Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District

Joe Dutton

Mel Sanchietti

Independent Water Systems

Evan Jacobs

Michael Spielman

Sonoma County Water Agency

Lynda Hopkins

Susan Gorin

Sonoma Resource Conservation District

John Nagle

Bruce Abelli-Amen

Town of Windsor

Sam Salmon

This agenda has been prepared and posted at least 72 hours prior to the regular meeting of the Board of
Directors in accordance with the Ralph M. Brown Act. The Board cannot take action on any unscheduled
items unless it is declared by a super majority vote of at least three-fourths (3/4) of the Board that an
emergency exists or there is an urgent need to take immediate action, and the need for action came to the
attention of the District after the agenda was posted. Agenda items are numbered for identification
purposes only and will not necessarily be considered in the indicated order. Details and supporting
materials concerning agenda items are available for public reference during normal working hours at the
Agency Office.
Special Accommodations: If you have a disability which requires an accommodation, an alternative
format, or requires another person to assist you while attending this meeting, please contact West Yost
Associates, (707) 543-8506, as soon as possible to ensure arrangements for accommodation.
Public Comment: The public may comment on closed session items prior to the Board adjourning to closed
session. In order that all interested parties have an opportunity to speak, please be brief and limit your
comments to the subject under discussion. Each person is usually granted 3 minutes to speak; time
limitations are at the discretion of the Chair. While the public is welcome to address the Board, under the
Brown Act Board members may not deliberate or take action on items not on the agenda, and generally
may only listen.
Meeting Documents: The associated documentation is available at the offices of the local agencies
listed above and on the website at: www.santarosaplaingroundwater.org. Any changes to the date of
the hearing, or any other updates will be noticed on the above website. For more information, please
contact Andy Rodgers, arodgers@santarosaplaingroundwater.org.
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Board Meeting Minutes - DRAFT
September 30, 2021 | 1:00 p.m.
Location: Zoom Meeting
www.santarosaplaingroundwater.org

1. Call to Order and Roll Call

Chair Schwedhelm called the meeting to order at 1:02p.m. Directors Coursey, Harvey, Hopkins,
Jacobs, Nagle, Salmon, Schwedhelm, and Slayter were present. Directors Dutton and Stafford were
absent. Also, in attendance at the meeting, were Andy Rodgers, Administrator; Jay Jasperse, Plan
Manager; Marcus Trotta, Technical Staff; Mitch Buttress, Technical staff; Ann DuBay Outreach (arrived
later); Andrea Rodriguez, Outreach staff; and Simone Peters, Administrative Aide (recording meeting
minutes); Bob Anderson, Advisory Committee Chair; Rue Furch; Advisory Committee Vice-Chair; Joe
Gaffney, Mary-Grace Pawson and Peter Martin, all Advisory Committee members; Jerry Bradshaw and
Valerie Flores from SCI Consulting Group (until 1:38p.m.); Anne Morkill, Shannon Cotulla, and K.
Donovan, all members of public.

2. Consider Emergency Resolution 003-2021

Starting in March 2020, California Governor Gavin Newsom issued a series of Executive Orders aimed at
containing the novel coronavirus. These Executive Orders (N-25-20, N-29-20, N-35-20) modified certain
requirements created by the Ralph M. Brown Act (Brown Act), the state’s local agency public meetings
law.
In essence, the modifications allowed public bodies to meet via teleconferencing or otherwise
electronically without the burden of:
1. Providing the physical address where each public official would be located during the meeting;
2. Posting the meeting agenda where each public official would be physically located; and
3. Providing a physical location for members of the public to attend the meeting.
Other key requirements of the Brown Act continued to apply, including noticing, and posting agendas
and meeting materials, providing access to all meetings by telephone or through other electronic
means, and allowing members of the public the opportunity to comment.
The executive orders were slated to expire on September 30, 2021. However, legislation sponsored by
the California Special District Association (CSDA), AB 361, was signed by the Governor on September 16,
2021. This legislation allows remote meetings to continue without having to comply with requirements
1-3 listed above. The legislation requires that legislative bodies must pass a resolution every 30 days to
continue meeting remotely.
SRP GSA Board Meeting 09.30.21 – Draft Minutes 1
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Andy Rodgers said staff recommends the Board approve Resolution 003-2021 which would allow the
September 30 meeting to occur remotely.
Director Nagle moved to approve the Emergency Resolution 003-21 as presented, Director Salmon
seconded. Motion passed unanimously 8-0-0. (Directors Dutton and Stafford were absent).
No public comment.
Vote Roll Call
Director Harvey – aye, Director Stafford – absent, Director Slayter – aye, Director Dutton – absent,
Director Jacobs – aye, Director Hopkins – aye, Director Nagle – aye, Director Salmon – aye, Director
Schwedhelm –aye, Director Coursey - aye
Andy Rodgers confirmed the October 14 meeting will be in the middle of the public review period of
the draft GSP and he asked whether the Board would prefer to meet remotely or in person. If the Board
chooses to meet in person in October, the social distancing recommendations, or requirements from
the Sonoma County Public Health Department in place at that time will apply to the meeting.
Director Harvey made a motion to hold the October 14 virtually, Director Nagle seconded. Motion
passed unanimously 8-0-0. (Directors Dutton and Stafford were absent).
Vote Roll Call
Director Harvey – aye, Director Stafford – absent, Director Slayter – aye, Director Dutton – absent,
Director Jacobs – aye, Director Hopkins – aye, Director Nagle – aye, Director Salmon – aye, Director
Schwedhelm –aye, Director Coursey - aye

3. Public comment on matters not listed on the agenda but within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the Board
No public comment.

4. Consent Calendar

a. Approve Minutes of August 12, 2021 Board Meeting
b. Approve Year-To-Date Financial Report

No public comment.
Director Harvey approved the consent calendar, as presented, Director Jacobs seconded. Motion
passed 7-0-1. (Directors Dutton and Stafford were absent, Director Nagle abstained as he wasn’t at the
last meeting).
Vote Roll Call
Director Harvey – aye, Director Stafford – absent, Director Slayter – aye, Director Dutton – absent,
Director Jacobs – aye, Director Hopkins – aye, Director Nagle – abstained, Director Salmon – aye,
Director Schwedhelm –aye, Director Coursey - aye
SRP GSA Board Meeting 09.30.21 – Draft Minutes 2
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5. Directors/Subcommittee Report
None. No public comment.

6. Advisory Committee Report

Bob Anderson, Advisory Committee Chair reported that the Advisory Committee met on September 17.
Director Schwedhelm attended that meeting to thank the members for their service over the years.
Bob Anderson confirmed the Public review period will start on Friday, October 1. An Advisory
Committee report is in the packet and includes members’ feedback regarding the Groundwater
Sustainability Plan. Rue Furch, Advisory Committee Vice-Chair said the Advisory Committee is confident
the Plan will meet the needs of the state. She looks forward to the next stage.
Questions/Comments
Director Harvey – I echo the thanks to the Advisory Committee, I appreciate the work that has been
done. Re the Advisory Committee input, many of the questions received a score of “needs substantial
improvement”. Is that a concern?
Anderson – It is a very technical document and DWR is the primary audience.
Furch – There are still a lot of questions. We recognize there is a lot more to learn.
Director Harvey – We are all new to this. I agree, the timeline was dictated to us and makes it more
difficult to have the necessary time to make the Plan as thorough as wished.
Director Jacobs – I would be remiss if I didn’t represent the interests of the Independent Water
Systems’ members who are still concerned about improving data collection and the modelling of
recharge of Wilson Grove Highlands towards Sebastopol. It is a major bit of work that needs doing in
the next five years but wasn’t possible in the first Plan to be submitted.
Director Nagle – What people really need to know is “what do I need to do, when do I need to do it,
and how much will it cost”. At some point staff will need to create a chart for homeowners, businesses,
water systems, and local government that covers answers to these questions.
Director Schwedhelm – Part of the intent of the Community meeting is for members of public to
ask questions.
Director Coursey – I know we have the public meeting coming up, what is the status of the answers to
those questions?
Andy Rodgers – I think that is mostly what this process over the next eight months is going to aim
to answer. While complying with SGMA, we have been focused on identifying potential values of
GSA services to a rural resident, to a grower, and industrial user. It is the challenge we have for
many years to come. The fee structure approved in 2019 will be improved upon through our rate
and fee study update. Also, we have the benefit of our GUIDE program and the Rural Residential
Outreach campaign to help refine our messaging. Hopefully, we will be able to answer the
questions and point to answers easily.
Director Coursey – There are no short answers. Property owners will want a short answer for
knowing what it will cost.

SRP GSA Board Meeting 09.30.21 – Draft Minutes 3
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Rodgers – We have an answer that we came up with in 2019. We have something that they can
react to right now. If we are wrong about something in our assumptions, they can let us know
through the GUIDE form or contacting us directly.
Director Coursey – In one small way, it is a way to explain the value of the process to the public and
that they can right size the fees by being involved.
No public comment.

7. Information items

a. Rate-Fee Study Update
The three Sonoma County GSAs issued a joint Request for Qualifications for a fee consultant in spring 2021.
A committee comprised of representatives from the three GSAs convened to review proposals and conduct
consultant interviews.

At its July meeting, the Board authorized the Administrator to sign a Professional Services agreement with
the preferred consultant team of SCI Associates and Larry Walker Associates (after consultation with the
Chair and Board liaison).
Andy Rodgers introduced Jerry Bradshaw from SCI Consulting Group who provided a short overview of
the project tasks, timeline and budget. Bradshaw said SCI will be working with Larry Walker Associates
on the fees.
Questions/Comments
Director Harvey – One of the options will possibly be tax related. We ran into some time crunches last
time around, are we going to be in line with that with this schedule if we go in that direction? If not, we
don’t have any funding past June.
Rodgers – That will be part of what we are considering, not just what the GSA will cost in years
forward, but how do we get past July 1.
Bradshaw – The property tax billing option is just a collection method; it isn’t a tax and has a
deadline of August. An actual tax is a distant third option which could be included with the general
election. There could be direct billing but that would require an infrastructure; consultants could do
it for you, we could do it. The process of approving rates like water fees could result in a time
crunch. These are lots of moving targets that need to be factored in.
Director Harvey – So I am correct to be concerned, it is an issue of timeline again.
No public comment.
b. Drought Updates
Jay Jasperse provided an update on current water supply conditions and Russian River drought
activities. The groundwater levels are at the autumn 2014/2015 levels in the shallow and deep aquifers,
both significantly lower than in 2019. With regards to surface water, Lake Mendocino storage is at
about 15,500 acre-feet. Lake Sonoma storage level is at about 110,000 acre-feet, the lowest ever on
this date. Jasperse mentioned Russian River drought activities and response actions including the Santa
Rosa Plain Drought Resiliency Program to activate three wells. The Todd Road well is expected to be up
and running next week. The State of California has issued emergency funding of $200 million; staff will
go after funds to help finance the second phase of getting the second and third wells up and running.
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No questions or comments.
c. Groundwater Sustainability Plan
The Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) is due January 31, 2022. Jay Jasperse kicked off the
update with an overview of the schedule. Staff is getting ready for the 30-day public review process
starting October 1. We have already issued a 90-day notice to cities and counties of Intent to Adopt.
The current planned date for adoption of the GSP is December 9, 2021.
Marcus Trotta reported that a complete draft of the GSP was made available to the Advisory
Committee already. Staff is currently making some revisions before making the draft available for
public review. The document will be released online, and a hard copy will be available at the
regional library on October 1. Comments received during the comment period will be considered
and incorporated into the Final Draft GSP for Board consideration early December.
Feedback from Advisory Committee members comprises comments and questions on grammar,
factual information, and some substantive concerns. The concerns include: consider adding stronger
language regarding communication/outreach with rural well owners; stronger description of
engagement in General Plan updates needed; concern regarding climate projections; comments on
model and how it was used/not used, request for commitment to expand model domain further to
the west to include unfragmented portions of Wilson Grove basin within first five years of
implementation; commit to incentivizing projects and actions; consider stronger language regarding
curtailments and metering.
Questions/Comments
Director Harvey – You will make a presentation to the Board of Supervisors and Sonoma Water Board.
Is there a possibility to do that for any of the Boards or City Councils?
Jasperse – Yes, we can try to accommodate that.
Director Harvey – Who would we coordinate that through?
Jasperse – Andy Rodgers or myself.
Rodgers – A meeting is already planned for the City of Cotati.
Director Coursey – Regarding the November 16 presentation to the Sonoma County Board of
Supervisors – will the other basins participate, or will it be done three different times?
Jasperse – All three Groundwater Sustainability Agencies at once.
Director Jacobs – Thank you to staff for addressing Wilson Grove Highlands concerns.
Director Harvey – Thank you to staff for all your hard work. Now let the public review!
Director Schwedhelm – Could all libraries and City Halls in the basin get a hard copy?
DuBay – It will have to be next week. We will make it available to all the libraries and City Halls in
the basin as well as Windsor Town Hall.
Director Coursey – I know how hard it is to edit documents by committee, especially of this complexity.
Thank you for the effort!
SRP GSA Board Meeting 09.30.21 – Draft Minutes 5
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Public Comment
Rue Furch – I echo Director Harvey’s comment, thank you to staff for all your work in an astonishing
timeline. Will there be an email with a link for everyone signed up for this process?
DuBay – It will, it is ready to go and will go out tomorrow when everything is online. The Advisory
Committees and Boards will receive an email along with the press release.
Furch – This will inspire public to attend the Community meeting. Thank you to staff for addressing
the Wilson Grove area.
8. Action Items

a. Contract for Auditor. Consider authorization to execute a new agreement with Pisenti &

Brinker, LLP to conduct an annual audit of the GSA for Fiscal Year 20/21, plus additional funds
for past audit overage charges.

The JPA requires a financial audit be conducted annually. In 2018, the three Sonoma County GSAs
issued a joint Request for Proposals for annual financial audits. Two firms responded. One of the
respondents was local firm Pisenti & Brinker, LLP. On August 9, 2018, the Board authorized the GSA to
enter into a three-year contract with Pisenti to complete the audits of Fiscal Years 2017-18, 2018-19
and 2019-20 for a total amount not-to-exceed $13,650. That agreement has expired. Due to the need
to include an audit of the more recent Department of Water Resources’ grants that was not foreseen
when the original agreement was executed, in 2017-2020, the contract amount was exceeded by
$1,990.
The GSA would like to engage Pisenti & Brinker to complete the 2020-21 audit and create the
supporting documents (basic statements, notes, supporting schedules, and supporting documentation)
that were previously provided by the County of Sonoma. By Pisenti providing the full audit
development for a total cost of $9,000, the GSA will save close to $7,000 in audit-related charges.
Andy Rodgers said that staff recommends the Board authorize the Administrator to execute a new
agreement with Pisenti & Brinker, LLP for a financial audit for Fiscal Year 2020-21 for $9,000, plus
additional funds of $1,990 for past audit overage charges, for a total not-to-exceed amount of $10,990.
No public comment.
Director Harvey moved to authorize the Administrator to execute a new agreement with Pisenti &
Brinker, LLP for a financial audit for Fiscal Year 2020-21 for $9,000, plus additional funds of $1,990 for
past audit overage charges, for a total not-to-exceed amount of $10,990. Director Nagle seconded.
Motion passed 8-0-0. (Directors Dutton and Stafford absent).
Vote Roll Call
Director Harvey – aye, Director Stafford – absent, Director Slayter – aye, Director Dutton – absent,
Director Jacobs – aye, Director Hopkins – aye, Director Nagle – aye, Director Salmon – aye, Director
Schwedhelm –aye, Director Coursey – aye

b. Multi-level Groundwater Monitoring Wells. Notice of Exemption under the California
Environmental Quality Act.
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The GSA received a $1 million grant from California’s Department of Water Resources (Proposition 68).
One of the grant components is the planning, design, and installation of four multi-level groundwater
monitoring wells drilled to up to 500 feet in areas identified as data gaps. The well planning,
environmental analysis, design, construction, and completion is being conducted by Sonoma Water and
its subcontractors. The wells will be owned, monitored, and maintained by the GSA.
Sonoma Water staff has conducted due diligence environmental review activities for the planned multilevel monitoring well sites. These activities included evaluation of biological resources, scenic
resources, historical resources, cultural resources, and potential, hazardous waste sites. These
evaluations included review of appropriate databases and field surveys of all the monitoring well sites.
The cultural resources evaluation included consultation with the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria
to facilitate avoidance of potentially culturally sensitive areas.
In accordance with Title 14 California Code of Regulations, Chapter 3 Guidelines for Implementation of
the CEQA, Sections 15600 “Preliminary Review” and 15601 “Review of Exemption,” a preliminary
review and review of exemption of the proposed action was conducted and determined that 1) the
activity is a “project” for purposes of CEQA; 2) that the project is exempt pursuant to categorical
exemptions: § 15306 Information Collection, and 3) that the categorical exemption is not barred by one
of the exceptions set forth in Section 15300.2.
Andy Rodgers introduced Mitch Buttress who presented the topic and provided an overview of the
proposed Notice of Exemption.
Staff recommends authorizing the Administrator to file a CEQA Notice of Exemption for the Multi-Level
Groundwater Monitoring Well project.
No public comment.
Director Harvey moved to authorize the Administrator to approve Resolution 004-2021 authorizing the
Administrator to file a CEQA Notice of Exemption for the multi-level groundwater monitoring well
project, Director Nagle seconded. Motion passed 8-0-0. (Directors Dutton and Stafford absent).
Vote Roll Call
Director Harvey – aye, Director Stafford – absent, Director Slayter – aye, Director Dutton – absent,
Director Jacobs – aye, Director Hopkins – aye, Director Nagle – aye, Director Salmon – aye, Director
Schwedhelm –aye, Director Coursey – aye

9. Administrator and Plan Manager Report

Andy Rodgers reported that he attended the Groundwater Resource Association Western Groundwater
Congress and said that he had supported a presentation by SCI Consulting on the Rural Residential
outreach campaign results they are seeing in Sonoma County. Rodgers reminded everyone that the
Community meeting is on October 13, 5:30-7:30 p.m. and the next Board meeting is on October 14.
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Jay Jasperse extended his appreciation to the technical staff, Ann DuBay and her team, and Andy
Rodgers for their hard work. Jasperse informed the Board that DWR will be conducting Airborne
Electromagnetic (AEM) surveys in the three Sonoma county basins. The purpose is to measure the sub
surface conditions to help us refine our geologic understanding of the sediment in the basins. There is
no cost to the GSAs; DWR is funding and managing the program. Surveys are conducted by helicopters
that fly about 100 feet above the ground, towing a hoop frame. The idea was developed in Denmark;
they signed an MOU with the State of California. The helicopters will be flying in Sonoma County in
October.
No report from Legal Counsel. No public comment.

10. Adjournment

Chair Schwedhelm thanked everyone for their participation and adjourned the meeting at 2:42 p.m.
The next Board meeting will be on October 14, 2021.
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Consent Item
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andy Rodgers, Administrator
Financial and In-kind Report through September 30, 2021

Summary: The Agency’s total income is $349,313 and $43,486.09 in expenses were incurred through

September 30, 2021.

Background

This report covers July 1, 2021 – September 30, 2021. The Agency’s budget for FY 21-22 is $1,083,663.
The Agency’s income for the reporting period is $349,313, and expenses are $43,486.09.
The accounts receivable balance is $177,305.71, and the accounts payable balance is $98,579.04.
Interest Income is $0.
Net Income balance for FY 21/22 is in the positive at $305,826.91.

List of Attachments

1. Agency Budget Performance as of September 30, 2021

Contact

Andy Rodgers, Administrator, (707) 243-8555, arodgers@santarosaplaingroundwater.org

1
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual
July through September 2021

Accrual Basis

Jul - Sep 21
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
Capital Grants - State - 46022
Misccellaneous Revenue - 46...
Sewer/Water Usage Fees - 45...

Budget

$ Over Bud...

% of Budget

0.00
247,428.00
101,885.00

734,350.00
247,428.00
101,885.00

-734,350.00
0.00
0.00

0.0%
100.0%
100.0%

349,313.00

1,083,663.00

-734,350.00

32.2%

Expense
Accounting/Audit Serv - 51206
Administration Services - 51201
Claims Processing - 51251
Communication Expense - 51...
Consulting (In kind) - 51226
Consulting Services - 51226
Engineer Services - 51213
Food - 52031
Insurance Expense - 51041
Legal Services - 51212
Mail and Postage - 52117
Office Supplies - 52111
Other Professional Serv - 51249
Permits/License/Fees - 51244
Printing and Binding - 52118
Property Tax/Fee Study - 51204
Publications - 51301
Rent Expense - 51421

0.00
23,775.50
0.00
0.00
0.00
1,657.19
187.40
0.00
2,187.00
9,604.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
6,075.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

7,500.00
155,000.00
7,500.00
60,000.00
35,000.00

-7,500.00
-131,224.50
-7,500.00
-60,000.00
-35,000.00

0.0%
15.3%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%

653,800.00
250.00
2,250.00
60,000.00
500.00
1,000.00
40,000.00
20,000.00
500.00
35,000.00
4,000.00
1,200.00

-653,612.60
-250.00
-63.00
-50,396.00
-500.00
-1,000.00
-40,000.00
-13,925.00
-500.00
-35,000.00
-4,000.00
-1,200.00

0.0%
0.0%
97.2%
16.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
30.4%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%

Total Expense

43,486.09

1,083,500.00

-1,040,013.91

4.0%

305,826.91

163.00

305,663.91

187,623.9%

305,826.91

163.00

305,663.91

187,623.9%

Total Income

Net Ordinary Income
Net Income

1
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Information Item
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andy Rodgers, Administrator
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Public Review Draft Updates

Summary: Staff will provide an overview summary of the October 13 Community Meeting and an

update on public input received since the public review draft Groundwater Sustainability Plan was
released on October 1, 2021.

Background

A public review draft of the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency’s Groundwater
Sustainability Plan (GSP) was released on October 1, 2021. The public comment period is October 1 –
October 31, 2021.
The draft GSP is available electronically at https://santarosaplaingroundwater.org/gsp/. The webpage
includes a link to submit comments remotely. Hard copies of the draft GSP are also available at Central
Santa Rosa Library, 211 E St., Santa Rosa, CA 95404, and Sonoma Water, 404 Aviation Blvd., Santa Rosa,
CA 95403.
Members of the public are invited to attend an upcoming virtual Community meeting on October 13,
2021 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. to learn about the Santa Rosa Plain Basin GSP and for information on how to
provide comments. The workshop will be held virtually through Zoom. Participants must RSVP online by
going to www.SonomaCountyGroundwater.org and clicking on a link to the Santa Rosa Plain Basin.

Staff Recommendation

Consider public comments and input.

Fiscal Information
None.

Vote Required

None. Informational only.

List of Attachments

1. Press Release, October 1, 2021

Contact

Andy Rodgers, Administrator, 707-508-3672, arodgers@westyost.com
1
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PRESS RELEASE
Ann DuBay
707.524.8378 (office)
707.322.8185 (cell)
Ann.DuBay@scwa.ca.gov
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 1, 2020

Release of Final Draft Groundwater Sustainability Plans and
Opportunity to Comment at Upcoming Community Meetings
Santa Rosa, CA –Sonoma County’s three groundwater sustainability agencies, Petaluma Valley, Sonoma
Valley and Santa Rosa Plain, are releasing the Final Draft Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs) on
October 1.
The GSPs assess the conditions of the groundwater basin, analyze the basin’s sustainability over a 50year period, and identify projects and actions needed to ensure the basin is sustainable by 2042.
“The plans take into consideration the distinct characteristics, resources and needs of the basin.
Through Advisory Committees in each basin, stakeholder groups have worked diligently on creating
plans that will have a lasting impact on the health of our groundwater,” said Santa Rosa Councilmember
Tom Schwedhelm, Chair of the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA).
“The draft GSPs mark a big milestone for the basins, in implementing the state-mandated Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). These locally-developed, living plans will help us ensure that
groundwater is available into the future,” said Sonoma County Supervisor David Rabbitt, Chair of the
Petaluma Valley GSA.
“The GSPs are a road map for achieving sustainability in the basins within 20 years, taking into
consideration climate change, population growth and land use changes,” said Sonoma County
Supervisor Susan Gorin, Chair of the Sonoma Valley GSA. “When implemented, these plans will help
protect people and the environment from the effects of groundwater over-pumping.”
The public comment period for the GSPs is October 1 through October 31.
1
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Members of the public are invited to attend an upcoming virtual community meeting to learn about the
GSP for their basin and for information on how to provide comments.
Petaluma Valley – Thursday, October 7
Sonoma Valley – Tuesday, October 12
Santa Rosa Plain- Wednesday, October 13
All workshops are 5:30-7:30 p.m. and will be held virtually through Zoom.
Participants must RSVP online by going to SonomaCountyGroundwater.org and clicking on the link to
their basin.
The GSPs are available online by going to SonomaCountyGroundwater.org and clicking on the basin link.
Comments may be made by using the online comment form. Hard copies of the GSPs will be available
for review at the following locations:
Petaluma Valley: Petaluma Regional Library, 100 Fairgrounds Dr., Petaluma, CA 94952
Sonoma Valley: Sonoma Valley Regional Library, 755 W Napa St., Sonoma, CA 95476
Santa Rosa Plain: Central Santa Rosa Library, 211 E St., Santa Rosa, CA 95404
Copies of all three GSPs will be available for review weekdays at Sonoma Water, 404 Aviation Blvd.,
Santa Rosa, 95403.
For more information about local groundwater go
to www.petalumavalleygroundwater.org; www.santarosaplaingroundwater.org;
www.sonomavalleygroundwater.org.
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Action Item
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andy Rodgers, Administrator
January through June 2022 Meeting Calendar

Summary: Proposed Board meeting calendar for January through June 2022.

Background

The Board annually adopts a meeting calendar for the year. At the January 28, 2021 Board meeting, a
calendar was adopted establishing meeting dates through December 2021.
The proposed 2022 regular meeting dates shown below follow the current Board schedule of meeting
the second Thursday of every other month. The alternate month dates are ‘meeting hold’ dates, in case
one or more extra meeting is needed. The dates will complete the Board meeting calendar for the
current fiscal year. Prior to July 2022, the Board will consider the meeting schedule for the next fiscal
year.
Proposed January – June 2022 Board meeting dates:
•
•
•
•
•
•

January 13
February 10
March 10
April 14
May 12
June 9

meeting hold
regular meeting
meeting hold
regular meeting
meeting hold
regular meeting

Unless otherwise noticed, the Board will meet at 1:00 p.m. via Zoom, if applicable by an Emergency
Resolution to meet virtually, or in-person at the City of Santa Rosa Utilities Field Operations center
conference room.

Staff Recommendation

Approve January through June 2022 meeting calendar.

Fiscal Information

Extra meetings require additional staff time and resources. The amount varies depending on agenda
items.

Vote Required
Majority.
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List of Attachments
None.

Contact

Andy Rodgers, Administrator, 707-508-3672, arodgers@westyost.com
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