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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Board Meeting
Date: December 12, 2019
Time: 1:00 p.m.
New Location: Finley Community Center
Address: 2060 W. College Avenue, Santa Rosa
www.santarosaplaingroundwater.org

Agenda
1. Call to Order and Roll Call
2. Public comment on matters not listed on the agenda but within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the board
3. Consent
a) Approve Minutes of August 8 Board Meeting
b) Approve GSA Board Meeting Calendar
c) Approve Year-to-Date Financial Report

4. Directors/Subcommittee Report
5. Advisory Committee Report
6. Information Items
a)
b)
c)
d)

Advisory Committee appointment process
Groundwater Sustainability Plan update
Groundwater User Registration Program update
Turf/toilet rebate program update

7. Action Items
a) Proposed updates and clarifications to Ordinance 19-01, second reading. Staff
recommends revisions to Ordinance 19-01 and adoption as Ordinance 19-02,
"Ordinance Requiring Registration of Groundwater Use Facilities, Water User
Reporting and Authorizing the Adoption of Groundwater Sustainability Fee."
b) Proposed policy for decisions between Board meetings. Staff recommends the
Board consider policy for decisions between Board meetings.
c) Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement revisions to Exhibit B. Staff recommends the
Board amend Exhibit B to add the City of Sebastopol to the Member Agency list and
to remove the City of Sebastopol as an eligible entity that elected not to participate
on the Agency Board.
d) Fiscal Year 2019-20 Revised Budget. Staff recommends the Board approve Fiscal
Year 2019-2020 Budget Adjustment.
e) Contract with Kronick, Moskowitz, Tiedemann and Girard, LLC. Staff recommends
the Board consider amended contract for legal services from November 1, 2018
through June 30, 2020.
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Contract with West Yost Associates. Staff recommends the Board consider
amended contract for professional services from November 1, 2018 through
June 30, 2020.
g) Consider Prop 68 grant application support. Staff recommends the Board support
the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency Sustainable Groundwater
Planning Round 3 Project and approve a resolution.

f)

8. Administrator, Plan Manager, and Legal Counsel Report
9. Adjournment

Member Agency

Directors

Alternates

City of Cotati

Susan Harvey

Mark Landman

City of Rohnert Park

Gina Belforte

Pam Stafford

City of Santa Rosa

Tom Schwedhelm Vice-Chair

Chris Rogers

City of Sebastopol

Michael Carnacchi

Neysa Hinton

County of Sonoma

Shirlee Zane

Susan Gorin

Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District

Joe Dutton

Mel Sanchietti

Independent Water Systems

Evan Jacobs

Michael Spielman

Sonoma County Water Agency

Lynda Hopkins Chair

Susan Gorin

Sonoma Resource Conservation District

John Nagle

Walt Ryan

Town of Windsor

Debora Fudge

Dominic Foppoli

Special Accommodations: If you have a disability which requires an accommodation, an alternative
format, or requires another person to assist you while attending this meeting, please contact Ann
DuBay, (707) 524-8378, as soon as possible to ensure arrangements for accommodation.
Public Comment: Any member of the audience desiring to address the Board on a matter on the
agenda: please complete a Speaker Card and hand it to the Clerk at the beginning of the meeting or
prior to the time the Board Chair closes public comment on the item about which you wish to speak.
When called by the Chair, please walk to the podium, state your name and make your comments. The
public may comment on closed session items prior to the Board adjourning to closed session. In order so
all interested parties have an opportunity to speak, please be brief and limit your comments to the
subject under discussion. Each person is usually granted three minutes to speak; time limitations are at
the discretion of the Chair. While the public is welcome to address the Board, under the Brown Act
Board members may not deliberate or act on items not on the agenda, and generally may only listen.
Meeting Documents: The associated documentation is available at the offices of the local agencies
listed above and on the website at: www.santarosaplaingroundwater.org. Any changes to the date of
the hearing, or any other updates will be noticed on the above website. For more information, please
contact Andy Rodgers, arodgers@westyost.com.
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Draft Board Meeting Minutes
Date: August 8, 2019
Time: 1:00 p.m.
Location: Santa Rosa Utility Field Office
Address: 35 Stony Point Rd, Santa Rosa, CA 95401
http//www.santarosaplaingroundwater.org

Agenda
Call to Order and Roll Call
Lynda Hopkins, Chairwoman, called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. noting that a quorum of
the Board was present consisting of the following Directors: Joe Dutton (departed 2:00 p.m.);
Deborah Fudge; Lynda Hopkins; John Nagle; Tom Schwedhelm; Michael Spielman (Alternate
for Evan Jacobs); and Shirlee Zane. Others present included Andy Rodgers, Administrator; and
Simone Peters, GSA Administrative Aide (minutes taker). Directors Gina Belforte and Susan
Harvey were absent.
Public comment on matters not listed on the agenda but within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the Board
Comment: Mike Martini, Santa Rosa – When we started the conversation about groundwater
sustainability plans, we recognized that agriculture was part of the situation both in terms of
extraction and in terms of providing some solutions. I would like to give you a short update of
some of the things we have been doing. We have engaged the services of Dr. Philip Bachand, of
UC Davis, working with Marcus Trotta. We are preparing a desktop analysis of recharge
opportunities in the basin. We would like to get time on your October Board agenda for
Dr. Bachand to discuss recharge opportunity, monitoring, soil moisture levels, summertime
releases into the streams, and issues around your six deadly sins.
Response Director Hopkins – We will certainly follow up on that. We always love
presentations on six deadly sins.
Consent Calendar
a) Approve Minutes of June 13, 2019 Board Meeting
b) Approve Year-to-Date Financial Report and In-Kind Member Agency Contributions for
Fiscal Year 2018-19
No public comment.
Director Nagle moved to approve the Consent Calendar as presented, Director Schwedhelm
seconded. No abstentions, none opposed. Motion carried unanimously.
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Directors/Subcommittee Report

None.

Advisory Committee Report
Bob Anderson, Advisory Committee Chairman – The Advisory Committee met July 8 and dealt
with various items. We reviewed proposed Ordinance changes, updated action the Board took
about the Alternative Plan and worked it into the registration program. We discussed Advisory
Committee member terms are on a two-year rotating basis. City members and Interest group
members have three-year terms. We also discussed basin setting and what is being proposed in
the GSP, including charts and graphs as they are in the basin.
No public comment.
Information Items
a) Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Update
Andy Rodgers gave a brief update speaking for Jay Jasperse and Marcus Trotta who were at a
conference. We are currently working on the basin setting conceptual model and groundwater
conditions and will soon focus on the water budget. There will be a public workshop in early
2020 to air the draft sections. Afterwards, starting in November and through 2020, we will
focus on sustainable management criteria, the core of the GSP after the basin setting is
completed. The final year we will develop projects and actions.
Public Questions/Comments
None.
b) Groundwater User Registration Program
Andy Rodgers gave an informational update on the planning, development, implementation
and roll-out schedule of the Groundwater User Registration Program. The key component of
the program right now converting the fee calculation database to a format allowing for updates
and collection of new datasets.
Board Questions/Comments
Comment Director Nagle – I would hope that on the card on the website that rural residential
users could participate in a groundwater use survey voluntarily.
Question Director Schwedhelm – Is there any other means besides communicating/advertising
by mail?
Response Andy Rodgers – We are always thinking about that. We will have workshops,
but also will be looking to take any opportunity to present at other events, and certainly
support outreach channels of each of our member agencies.
Response Ann DuBay – I agree we need to do as much as possible but there isn’t a large
budget. We will do the postcard mailing. We are also looking at limited advertising –
radio advertising has been very effective, print advertising is very expensive. We will do
as much as we can do with the restricted parameters.
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Comment Director Hopkins – Dollars go a long way with social media advertising. Just boosting
Facebook posts can be a very effective way of reaching people, and creating events, etc. She
thanked Ann DuBay for mentioning the reality of the budget.
Question Director Hopkins – I have a question about the launch of the groundwater user
registration program in January 2020. We had discussed a tiered approach starting with certain
users. Is that the initial launch, and then we broaden it to other categories? We will not be
blasting it out to everyone in January 2020?
Response Andy Rodgers – Essentially it will go live in January 2020. Everyone needs to
be made aware they are part of the groundwater user registration program at the same
time. Our focus over the three years will be tiered starting with large users, then
possibly the mutual water companies, then agriculture, and lastly the rural residential
users in year three.
Question/Comment Director Hopkins – Do we envision a mailer going out to every resident in
January 2020 and what will it say? My concern is that if everyone feels they need to be engaged
in the process at the same time, we will be overwhelmed. Transparency is important but it is
critical that this is phased.
Response Andy Rodgers – It is all about how it is phrased, this is an exciting
announcement. We are looking for more information. Your comment is well taken. We will
have options to give feedback along the way.
c) Water Efficiency Rebate Program
Carrie Pollard, Sonoma Water. In 2015 Sonoma Water applied to the North Coast Resource
Partnership for grant funding with the goal to continue the drought programs that had been
implemented as a drought response. Grant funding is 75%, match is 25%. Eligibility
requirements – offered to users that don’t have any other programs offered to them, must
have main source of water from a well. Pollard is thrilled to have the support of participating
agencies. Two flyers have been created. Sonoma Water is making some small edits to the water
efficiency rebate program flyers that will be forwarded. They will also be available on the
Sonoma County Water website and hopes they will be linked to the GSA website.
Board Questions/Comments
Question Director Fudge – The flyer wasn’t in the staff report so this presentation clarifies
things for me. I haven’t paid attention to see if there have been similar programs in
unincorporated areas for private well owners in the past, have there been through Sonoma
Water or other?
Response Carrie Pollard – The grant-funded drought relief program was included in the
basin and did include well users in the entire water shed, it ended in December of last
year.
Comment Director Fudge –Do you know what the response rate was? It looks like the eligible
quantity numbers are very low, I would like to have ten times those numbers.
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Response Carrie Pollard – This program is only through August 2020 and it is only one of
various programs available.
Comment Director Fudge – So this would be another place where we could get outreach. If you
would create Facebook posts that we could share we may get lots of feedback. It could give us
the impetus to find the grant money to do this.
Response Carrie Pollard – As materials are developed, we will make sure we send them
to you.
Question Director Spielman – Is the flyer available electronically? I would like to get it on the
Mutual Water Companies’ website.
Response Carrie Pollard – Yes, the website is on the flyer. Andy Rodgers can forward
you a copy.
Comment Director Hopkins – This is an exciting possibility. Thank you. Please send blind-copy a
follow-up email with verbiage/updates to Board members.
Comment Director Nagle – On page 21 of the meeting packet it mentions private well users in
the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Basin. I know we have expanded the basin to make sure it is
within the boundaries of the GSA, not just the basin.
Response Carrie Pollard – Excellent point, we have a map which is posted to verify
eligibility.
Question Director Nagle – It seems you are very active with Sonoma Water on this. Is there a
way we can pursue grant funding to do a survey of rural residential water use to get accurate
numbers that will be reflected when we get to actual fees for rural residential users?
Response Carrie Pollard – As far as a survey – it is outside of the grant purview. We will
provide Andy Rodgers with a list on who participated and received a rebate, what they
installed, etc.
Question Director Nagle – Is there any way to find out if there is any grant money available to
do research on getting accurate information on rural residential groundwater use?
Response Carrie Pollard – Not that I am currently aware. On another item, I would like
to mention the Gold Ridge grant. It is a partnership not just for the subbasin but for well
users and Resource Conservation Districts. The letter of support is going to make a
difference, I am glad to see your support.
Public Questions/Comments
Comment Rue Furch – I participated in the last round. The people who participated were good.
The Advisory Committee would be happy to spread the word.
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d) GSA Business

Andy Rodgers provided updates.
i.
Facilitation Services
Rich Wilson is transitioning out of the facilitator position. We are talking with CCP about a
possible replacement. If we don’t find a replacement within CCP, we might need to put out a
Request for Proposals, it would need Board approval.
ii.
Ethics and Sexual Harassment Training
A reminder that we need to have proof of ethics and sexual harassment training on file. The
trainings are required every two years. Please forward your certificates to
simone.peters@scwa.ca.gov.
iii.
Review Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement and discuss whether amendments
are necessary or advisable
We are currently reviewing the Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement to make sure we are doing
everything we are supposed to be doing. Now is your opportunity to make any suggestions for
changes. Send any suggestions to Andy Rodgers.
Public Questions/Comments
Comment: Paul Wells, Department of Water Resources. I have a few updates. We try and come
to your meetings. One thing – there is another round of grants under development under Prop
68. A draft proposal came out a few months ago. The final is expected to come out around
Labor Day. The application process will be open for eight weeks so applications will be due by
November 1, 2019. There is $40 million available statewide for GSP development and planning.
It is rather competitive, the maximum amount available is $2 million per basin, and for basins
that received money in the first round, that money would be deducted from any new grant.
Question Director Hopkins – How many GSA basins are there statewide?
Response Paul Wells – The last time we had 70 applicants, but we had about $70 million
available so almost everyone received funding. It is expected to be more competitive
this time.
Technical Support Services – We are working with representatives from the GSA to
install monitoring wells in this basin. Ten were applied for and are now being reviewed.
Hopefully drilling will start early September.
Basin reprioritization – We appreciate all the comments received and we have
incorporated them into our analysis of crop and urban use. The final announcement for
basin reprioritization should come out late summer (a little later than originally
thought), as there were quite a few comments.
Comment Director Fudge – Thank you for coming to give us information first-hand.
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Question Director Nagle – We did a lot of work in this basin on specifics of water use on fee
schedules. Have those numbers been received by your office? Have we mirrored your criteria
for prioritization with the numbers we perfected for this basin?
Response Paul Wells – We did receive a lot of numbers for agricultural water use and some for
urban use. I don’t know if we specifically reviewed some of the comments you commented
about.
Comment Director Hopkins – Thank you for coming, I appreciate your collaboration and the
good news about possible additional funding. It would be helpful to have more money for
community engagement to make sure people know what is going on.
Response Paul Wells – Yes, it is a shared challenge.
Public Questions/Comments
Question Bob Anderson – In terms of developing a GSP we were advised to observe other areas
that have developed alternative plans. I see some plans were approved and some not, have we
learned anything from that?
Response Paul Wells – It is a little difficult because the alternatives had to be a complete
package. The GSP allows for data gaps. The alternatives had a higher bar because they
already had to have a complete plan. Sometimes the alternatives weren’t documented
sufficiently so weren’t approved.
Action Items
a) Resource Conservation District Grant. Authorize the Administrator to provide support
to Sonoma/Gold Ridge RCDs for a Natural Resource Conservation Service grant for
groundwater recharge studies and best practices.
Andy Rodgers mentioned an exciting development about a Resource Conservation District
Grant. The Sonoma and Gold Ridge Resource Conservation Districts have asked the GSA for
support of a Natural Resources Conservation Service grant application to evaluate,
demonstrate, and quantity the benefits of approaches to increase groundwater recharge on
agricultural lands. It would essentially be looking at recharge opportunities in the Santa Rosa
Plain Basin. They need a commitment from us for committing $10,000 in non-federal grant
funds for this project. The non-federal funds are secured from a California Department of
Water Resources Proposition 1 Grant awarded to the GSA for preparation of the Groundwater
Sustainability Plan. The match does not require additional expenditures, but the amount of the
DWR grant that is used as a match for the NCRS grant opportunity would not be available to
match any future non-state grants.
Board Questions/Comments
Question Director Schwedhelm – How much did the Sonoma Valley Board need for their
match?
Response Andy – My understanding is the Sonoma Valley Board was able to give
$100,000 for their match.
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Comment Director Hopkins – We should agendize a policy for doing this in future.
Response Andy Rodgers – In order to address future policy or action decisions needing
to take place between Board meetings, I propose a draft tiered policy based on one that
Sonoma Clean Power uses. I will check it with Legal Counsel and let you know.
No public comment.
Director Nagle moved to accept the item but as it is a joint application, it was thought it might
be best if Director Nagle and Director Dutton abstained from voting. As such, Director Nagle
withdrew his motion. Director Fudge moved to accept the item as presented, Director Zane
seconded. Director Dutton and Director Nagle abstained. None opposed. Motion carried.
***Andy Rodgers confirmed with Legal Counsel that even with two Board members recusing,
five voting in favor represented the majority vote needed.
b) Proposed updates and clarifications to Ordinance 19-01. Consider updates and
clarification to Ordinance 19-01. Staff recommends the Board waive first reading and
introduce by title only Ordinance 19-02, “Ordinance Requiring Registration of
Groundwater Use Facilities, Water User Reporting and Authoring the Adoption of
Groundwater Sustainability Fee.”
Andy Rodgers gave an overview of the Ordinance background, noted modifications and
requested the Board to consider updates and clarification.
Board Questions/Comments
Question Director Schwedhelm – Are we talking calendar days or business days in the appeals
process? It should be clarified.
Response Andy Rodgers – My understanding is that it refers to calendar days. I will
consult with Legal Counsel and clarify in the amendment.
***Legal Counsel confirmed that adding specificity to “dates” in the Appeals section of
the Ordinance, does not require another first reading. So, the correction will be made
and will be reflected in the second reading of the Ordinance at the October meeting.
No public comment.
Director Schwedhelm moved to accept introducing by title only Ordinance 19-02, “Ordinance
Requiring Registration of Groundwater Use Facilities, Water User Reporting and Authoring the
Adoption of Groundwater Sustainability Fee” with the mentioned request to clarify and amend
“business” days or “calendar” days in Appeals process, Director Zane seconded. No
abstentions, none opposed. Motion passed unanimously.
c) City of Sebastopol GSA membership. Consider admitting the City of Sebastopol to the
Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency as a new member, pending
execution of the Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement, and, satisfaction of financial
obligation for membership.
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Andy Rodgers – The JPA spells out criteria on new memberships. He provided a background and
recommended admitting the City of Sebastopol pending execution of the Joint Exercise of
Powers Agreement, and, satisfying financial obligation for membership.
Board Questions/Comments
Question Director Hopkins – I attended the Council meeting in June. There was a question
about the continuing obligations upon withdrawal or termination. Was the matter settled to
the satisfaction of the City of Sebastopol City Council?
Response Andy Rodgers– I believe so. The obligations associated with any expenses and
commitments are entered into an adopted budget when the City is sitting on the Board
and any agreements for expenses for multi- year commitments that go beyond that.
Comment Michael Carnacchi – Introduced himself as the newly appointed Board GSA
representative for the City of Sebastopol, he hopes with the Board’s support that his
representation on the Board will find good value with the City of Sebastopol residents. He
clarified with the City Manager whether the question they had in the letter submitted was ever
answered. The City Manager of Sebastopol wasn’t aware of it. Carnacchi requested a copy of it
be sent to the City Manager, Board members and Alternates.
Response Andy Rodgers – He will send a copy of the letter to the City Manager and
Board members.
***The following written response to the City of Sebastopol’s question in their letter
dated June 26 has been provided to staff ‘Financial obligations’ referenced in the JPA
Section 11.07 pertain to the City of Sebastopol’s obligations as a member to expenses
and commitments associated with an adopted annual budget plus any resource
commitments previously entered in to that extend beyond a fiscal year.”
Comment Michael Carnacchi – With regards to usage fees, Sebastopol is ready to pay that too.
He will be happy to join the Santa Rosa Board at their next meeting.
Comment Director Nagle – Welcome and thank you.
Comment Debora Fudge – Welcome, glad to see The City of Sebastopol join, it adds benefit to
everyone in Sonoma County as a whole.
Comment Director Spielman – The City of Sebastopol joining helps the three mutual
independent water companies in the Sebastopol area.
Comment Director Hopkins – I am very grateful the City of Sebastopol is joining. Although the
lines are arbitrary in one way, shape, or form, everything is connected. The broader the reach,
the more effective we will be working together. I look forward to working with you on this
Board.
No public comment.
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Director Nagle moved to accept The City of Sebastopol on the Santa Rosa Plain GSA Board,
Director Schwedhelm seconded. No abstentions. None opposed. Motion passed unanimously.
Administrator, Plan Manager and Legal Counsel Report
Andy Rodgers – Hard to believe but this is already year three of five of the Santa Rosa Plain
Groundwater Sustainability Agency. Updates: Under our new fee structure, we sent out
invoices to our municipal pumpers and the County. We look forward to signing the JPA with the
City of Sebastopol. Legal Counsel is being responsive and flexible by supporting us in the least
costly highest value way going forward. Our facilitator is in transition and Rodgers will be
working with GSA staff to determine the highest value least costly option to recommend
moving forward. Gold Ridge RCD does a great job managing our finances knowing the County
system and keeping our deposits and payments current. We are looking for other grant funding
opportunities including for conducting a water use study for rural residential well users.
Calendar - thank you for being here today which allowed our action items to move forward.
Please arrange for Alternates if you can’t attend meetings. Our October 2019 meeting action
items require a supermajority (minimum of seven) present to vote. Debora Fudge can’t attend
the Board meeting on October 10 and will work on an Alternate attending. Rodgers encouraged
the Board to attend the All-basin workshop on December 11, 2019.
Public Questions/Comments
Comment Rue Furch – I have been contacted by Advisory Committee members from the other
basins to talk about what is being done in their basin. There is interest in being more
collaborative between basins.
Board Questions/Comments
Comment Director Hopkins – Acknowledged and thanked Mayor Hinton, City of Sebastopol for
attending.
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m.
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
2020 Board Meeting Calendar
February 13, 2020
April 9, 2020
June 11, 2020
August 13, 2020
October 8, 2020
December 10, 2020
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Consent Item
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andy Rodgers, Administrator
Financial and In-kind Report through November 30, 2019

Summary: The Agency’s total revenue is $363,113 and had $68,327.55 in expenses through
November 30, 2019

Background
This report covers the full fiscal year 2019-20
The Agency’s budget for FY 19-20 is $688,986.00
Income for FY 19/20 is $363,113
Expenses for FY 19/20 is $68,327.55
Accounts receivable balance is $53,587.44
Accounts payable balance is $242,326.92
Net Income balance for FY 19/20 is in the positive as $294,785.45

List of Attachments
1. Agency Budget Performance as of November 30, 2019

Contact
Andy Rodgers, Administrator, 707-508-3672, arodgers@westyost.com

1
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Financial Report - Budget to Actual as of 11/30/19

Account Account Description
45221

Sewer/Water Usage Fees
Total Revenues

Adopted 19/20

FY 2019/20
Year-to-Date
(as of
11/30/19)

Amount
Remaining

% of Budget

$ 337,000.00
$ 337,000.00

$ 363,113.00
$ 363,113.00

$ (26,113.00)
$ (26,113.00)

107.7%
107.7%

Interest
Total Interest
Un contracted Net Income from FY 18/19
Capital Grants - State (DWR)
Grand Total Revenues

$ 31,986.00
$ 320,000.00 $
$ 688,986.00 $ 363,113.00

$ 31,986.00
$ 320,000.00
$ 325,873.00

0.0%
0.0%
100.0%

51021
51041
51201
51204
51206
51212
51213
51226
51244
51249
51251
51301
51421

Communication Expense (Outreach)
Insurance - Liability
Administration Services (West Yost)
Property Tax/Assessment Admin (Fee Study/ Raftelis )
Accounting/Auditing Services (Pisenti)
Legal Services (Kronick)
Engineer Services (SCWA Tech Support)
Consulting Services (AC Facilitation)
Permits/License/Fees (Well Reg/PMRD/AgComm)
Other Professional Serv (SCWA Grant Administration)
Claims Processing
Publications and Legal Notices
Rents and Leases - Bldg/Land (Meeting Room)
Subtotal Services

$ 30,000.00 $
$
2,250.00 $
$ 149,873.00 $
$ 10,000.00 $
$
6,000.00 $
$ 60,000.00 $
$ 295,000.00 $
$ 46,000.00 $
$ 45,000.00 $
$ 10,000.00 $
$
2,800.00 $
$
4,000.00 $
$
2,400.00 $
$ 663,323.00 $

$ 30,000.00
$
1,112.34
$ 86,879.22
$ 10,000.00
$
6,000.00
$ 60,000.00
$ 295,000.00
$ 42,103.89
$ 45,000.00
$ 10,000.00
$
2,800.00
$
3,700.00
$
2,400.00
$ 594,995.45

0.0%
50.6%
42.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
8.5%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
7.5%
0.0%
10.3%

52031
52111
52117
52118

Food
Office Supplies
Mail and Postage Supplies
Printing and Binding Supplies
Subtotal Supplies

$
$
$
$
$

500.00
1,050.00
500.00
500.00
2,550.00

$
$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$
$

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%

51000

Grand Total Expenses

$ 665,873.00

$

Net Income

$

$ 294,785.45

44050
46022

$
$

23,113.00

-

1,137.66
62,993.78
3,896.11
300.00
68,327.55
-

500.00
1,050.00
500.00
500.00
2,550.00

68,327.55
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Information Item
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andy Rodgers, Administrator
Advisory Committee Appointment Process

Summary: Seven of the 18 Advisory Committee members are appointed by the Board, in the
following categories: Rural Residential (2), Agriculture (2), Environmental (2) and Business (1),
each with a current three-year term ending in December 2020. An Environmental
Representative Seat opening is available to continue the term.

Background
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) requires the Agency to consider the
interests of basin stakeholders, including: agricultural water users, residential well owners,
municipal well operators, public water systems, land-use agencies, environmental users of
water, surface water users, the federal government, California Native American tribes, and
disadvantaged communities.
To ensure that the ideas and opinions of stakeholders are actively solicited, the Santa Rosa
Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency (SRP GSA) formed an Advisory Committee in 2017. The
Advisory Committee reviews and/or provides recommendations to the Board on groundwaterrelated issues that may include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Development, adoption or amendment of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan
Sustainability goals and objectives
Best management practices
Monitoring programs
Annual work plans and reports (including mandatory 5-year milestone reports)
Modeling scenarios
Inter-basin coordination activities
Projects and management actions to achieve sustainability
Community outreach
Local regulations to implement SGMA
Fee proposals
General advisory
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Of the 18 members of the Advisory Committee, seven are to be appointed by the Board, in the
following categories: Environmental representative (2), rural residential well owner (2),
business community representative (1), and agricultural interest (2).
In September 2019, Agency staff was notified that environmental representative Sebastian
Bertsch would be moving out of the area and therefore stepping down from his Advisory
Committee seat by the end of 2019. Agency staff reviewed other applications that were
received in 2017 for the Advisory Committee and determined a new solicitation was needed.
Mr. Bertsch’s term ends in December 2020. Beginning the first week of November 2019, Staff
opened an application period for interested candidates to apply for this Board-appointed seat
on the Advisory Committee. The deadline for applications was November 30.
The application solicitation was publicized through a press release, a Sonoma County Gazette
ad, an email blog to a stakeholder list (which includes more than 1,000 people), newsletter
issued by the GSA, and a specific “Next Door” campaign targeted to Santa Rosa Plain residents.
Four people applied to serve on the Advisory Committee as an Environmental Representative.
Staff is looking to receive Board input and direction for an Advisory Committee Environmental
Representative seat selection process. A rating matrix used for the 2017 selection process is
attached. The matrix reflects Attachment B of the Santa Rosa Plain GSA Joint Power Authority
agreement which provides guidance on Advisory Committee selection.

Staff Recommendation
Receive Board input and direction for an Advisory Committee Environmental Representative
seat selection process.

Fiscal Information
None

Vote Required
Not Applicable

List of Attachments
1. Rating Matrix

Contact
Andy Rodgers, Administrator, 707-508-3672, arodgers@westyost.com
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Rating Sheet for Advisory Panel

Candidate Name:
Position Applied For:
Instructions: Please rate each candidate on a scale of 0 (least qualified) to 5 (most qualified) for each
of the categories below. Please only input information in the highlighted boxes.

Rating
Qualifications for position
Educational and Professional Background
Familiarity with Groundwater Issues

Weight

Total Score

1
2

0
0

(0-5)

Total
Ability to Represent Community

0
(0-5)

Match to Interest Seat
Ability to Communicate with Community
Demonstrated Support of Interest
Total
Additional Criteria (dependent on position)
Represents Disadvantaged Community (Specific Seat)
Total

Grand Total

1
2
3

0
0
0
0

1

0
0

(0-5)

0
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Information Item
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jay Jasperse, Plan Manager, and Marcus Trotta, Technical Staff
Groundwater Sustainability Plan Update

Summary: Groundwater Sustainability Plan Update and Next Steps

Background
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) requires Groundwater Sustainability
Agencies (GSAs) in high- and medium-priority basins to develop and submit Groundwater
Sustainability Plans (GSPs) to the California Department of Water Resources by January 31, 2022.
GSPs are detailed road maps for how groundwater basins will reach and maintain long term
sustainability. An Initial Notification of GSP Development for the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater
Basin was submitted to DWR on March 7, 2018 by the Plan Manager, on behalf of the GSA.
The GSP for the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Basin is being developed through a transparent
and public process based on the best available science and information. The deadline for
adoption by the GSA Board and submittal to the State is on or before January 31, 2022.
Development of the GSP is a collaborative and iterative process that builds upon existing
technical and policy information and incorporates input from the GSA Board, the GSA Advisory
Committee, GSA Member Agencies, groundwater users and the public.
Beginning in spring of 2018, components of the GSP have been developed and shared with the
GSA Advisory Committee, and periodic updates have been provided to the GSA Board for
review and input. To date, the Advisory Committee has reviewed, discussed and provided
feedback on the following draft GSP elements:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Overview of GSP Work Plan
Annotated Outline
Introduction
Plan Area
Basin Setting: Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model
Basin Setting: Current and Historical Groundwater Conditions

In the upcoming months staff will continue working on, and the Advisory Committee will
discuss the water budget and groundwater flow model in greater detail (including water budget
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components). In addition, work will begin on describing and defining Management Areas and
Sustainable Management Criteria.
The first Community Workshop will be scheduled in early 2020 to provide an overview of the
GSP requirements and goals; a review of the Basin Setting Section (Including the water budget);
and to introduce the concept of Sustainable Management Criteria.
A general timeline for the GSP development process, which identifies primary technical work
activities and community engagement actions, is attached.

Staff Recommendation
Informational item only

Fiscal Information
None

Vote Required
Not Applicable

List of Attachments
None

Contact
Jay Jasperse, Plan Manager, 707-547-1959, Jay.Jasperse@scwa.ca.gov
Marcus Trotta, Sonoma Water, 707-547-1978, Marcus.Trotta@scwa.ca.gov
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Information Item
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andy Rodgers, Administrator
Groundwater User Registration Program update

Summary: Staff will provide an informational update on progress of developing a groundwater
registration program for the Santa Rosa Plain.

Background
On June 13, 2019 the GSA Board adopted An Ordinance Requiring Registration of Groundwater
Use Facilities (Ordinance No. 19-01) and approved Resolution No. SRP-19-02 to establish a
groundwater sustainability fee as authorized by Water Code section 10730 and pursuant
Agency Ordinance No. 19-01 in the amount $19.90 per acre-foot annually. As established in
Ordinance No. 19-01, a Groundwater User Registration Program will be implemented.
The Groundwater User Registration Program (GURP) is a free information exchange program
that will allow the GSA to verify basic information about groundwater use and could provide
important information about wells and areas that may benefit from future programs. The
following process for implementing the Groundwater User Registration Program is proposed to
be implemented:
•
•

•

Step 1. Owners of parcels assumed to use groundwater in the SRP basin will receive a
postcard from the GSA that includes parcel number, address, parcel size, and type of land
use.
Step 2. If information is correct, groundwater users are not obligated to do anything;
however, the GSA will encourage and provide a means to submit optional additional
information (i.e. well and groundwater uses, depth, water quality concerns, etc.) on a
voluntary basis.
Step 3. If information is incorrect, groundwater users will be encouraged to go online or
contact GSA to make corrections.

Program Development
GSA staff is working with member agency staff, the Advisory Committee, and partner agencies
such as Permit Sonoma and the Agricultural Commissioner’s office to develop the groundwater
1
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user registration program. Based on the methodology and datasets approved by the GSA Board
in June 2019, the program is being designed to confirm or correct the GSA’s information, and
request and provide a convenient means to collect additional information.
The Groundwater User Registration Program includes the following primary elements:
• Santa Rosa Plain sub-basin groundwater user information database
• Groundwater User Registration Program webpage, that includes:
 Purpose and benefits of having a Groundwater User Registration Program
 Overview of Groundwater User Registration Program
 Interactive webmap to determine if
 a parcel is in or out of the SRP jurisdiction, and
 display key factors used to determine a parcel’s groundwater use fee
 A form to review and provide additional information (electronic and hard copy)
• GSA and GURP partners (Permit Sonoma, Ag Commissioner, others)
 Hard copy program binders with information and forms
• Staff team focused on developing, implementing, and managing the data and program

Proposed Delayed Roll-out schedule
Due to the recent Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) and wildfire events, the GSA Board
meeting in October was cancelled and the GSA Advisory Committee meeting in November was
postponed. These meetings were intended to discuss the further development of the
Groundwater User Registration Program, providing key feedback and direction to staff.
Because several months of program development were lost as a result of the emergency
events, the Groundwater User Registration Program launch will be delayed until March or April
2020. This schedule will allow for two additional Advisory Committee meetings and at least one
Board meeting to take place prior to implementing the program. GSA staff and a Groundwater
User Registration Program working group are continuing to meet regularly.
After the program is launched in Spring 2020, GSA staff will focus on improving and enhancing
datasets from groundwater user categories over three years beginning in late FY 19-20. The first
focus category will be the largest groundwater users such as municipalities. After GSA staff have
updated and enhanced this dataset category and improved the associated database structure and
functions, GSA staff will focus on improving and enhancing datasets from the other groundwater
user categories such as small water service providers and agricultural users in FY 20-21 and rural
residential and urban water users in FY 21-22.

Draft Mailer - Groundwater User Registration Program
Benefiting from feedback from the Advisory Committee, GSA staff, and the working group, the
following represents a current draft (still in development) for a mailer scheduled to be sent to
groundwater users in Spring 2020:
2
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Dear Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater User:
Groundwater in the Santa Rosa Plain is an important shared resource. A new state law
requires that communities protect their groundwater to make sure it’s clean and
available for all users today and in the future.
To comply with this state law, the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
(GSA) was formed in June 2017. In July 2019, the GSA adopted a structure to determine
fees to fund the work of the GSA.
While you are not currently required to pay a fee, you may be in the future beginning in
2022. Future fees will be calculated using data based on assumptions and estimates of
wells and groundwater use for all parcels in the Santa Rosa Plain.
IMPORTANT! This mailer was prepared to inform you of an opportunity to review and
possibly improve data the GSA may have on your parcel’s estimated groundwater use.
Please view and confirm or correct your information at:
www.santarosaplaingroundwater.org/user or contact the GSA, Permit Sonoma, or
Sonoma County Agricultural Commissioner’s office. For more information about the GSA
visit http://santarosaplaingroundwater.org/

Staff Recommendation
Provide feedback to staff regarding the revised program launch schedule, draft mailer (in
development) and any aspect of the Groundwater User Registration Program.

Fiscal Information
None

Vote Required
Not Applicable

List of Attachments
None

Contact
Andy Rodgers, Administrator, 707-508-3672, arodgers@westyost.com

3
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Information Item
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andy Rodgers, Administrator
Water Efficiency Rebate Program

Summary: Staff will provide an informational update on a Proposition 84 grant program being
made available by Sonoma Water for groundwater well users in the Santa Rosa Plain.

Background
At the August 8 GSA Board meeting, the Board approved staff to coordinate with Sonoma Water so the
GSA could participate in a Proposition 84 Northern Sonoma County Water Conservation Program for
well users in the Santa Rosa Plain. The following provides details of the program and an update on
groundwater user participation.

North Coast Resource Partnership Prop 84 grant
A North Coast Resource Partnership Prop 84 grant makes grant money available to private well
users including mutual water systems, shared wells, community wells, and other non-profit
water systems located in the SRP GSA area through August 2020. Four programs are included:
turf replacement rebate, high efficiency toilet rebate, high efficiency clothes washer rebate,
and residential water use consultation. The programs would be offered through August 2020
with 75 percent of rebate/program costs covered by the grant and 25 percent covered as match
by Sonoma Water as an in-kind contribution to the SRP GSA. Sonoma Water develops the
applications, process the rebate payments, provides quarterly reporting to the GSA and tracks
participation and cost by program. The four programs are described on the attached Turf
Replacement Rebate Program and High-Efficiency Toilet application fliers.
Summary of program benefits for Well Users within the Santa Rosa Plain groundwater
subbasin:
• High-Efficiency Toilet Rebate – $100 on toilets that use 0.8 gallons per flush or less
• High-Efficiency Clothes Washer Rebate – $50 on Energy Star “Most Efficient” models
• Turf Replacement Rebate – $0.50 per square foot up to $250. A pre-inspection approval
and a residential water use consultation is required prior to beginning the turf
replacement.
• Residential Water Use Consultation – A free site evaluation of indoor and outdoor water
use. The evaluation includes testing indoor water using fixtures and outdoor irrigation
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for efficiency and leaks and adjusting the irrigation controller to best meet site
conditions and plant needs.
Limited funding is available on a first come, first served basis for all programs. Program
information and complete details are available online.

Program Performance – August/September 2019:
Inspections and home assessments at two properties interested in turf replacement were
completed in early September. Between the two properties, a total of approximately 6,225
square feet of turf is proposed for removal. The program would rebate up to 1000 square feet.
Two toilet replacement applications have been received.

Staff Recommendation
Informational item only

Fiscal Information
None

Vote Required
Not Applicable

List of Attachments
1. Turf Replacement Rebate and Residential Water Use Consultation flyer
2. High-Efficiency Toilet and High-Efficiency Clothes Washer Rebate application

Contact
Andy Rodgers, Administrator, 707-508-3672, arodgers@westyost.com
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Water Eff iciency Rebate Program
Save Water. Save Money.
The Water Efficiency Rebate Program was
established to help you save water, save
money and protect your groundwater
resources.

Residential Turf
Replacement Rebate

Serving groundwater users in the
Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Subbasin
including:
• Private wells • Mutual water systems
• Shared wells • Community wells
• Other not for profit water systems

2

Residential Water Use
Consultation

Get up to $250 back to replace your thirsty lawn with low A FREE site evaluation of indoor and outdoor water use.
water use plants. $0.50 per square for up to $250 total for During the indoor evaluation, all water fixtures in the home
residential groundwater users.
including toilets, faucets and shower heads are tested to
ensure efficiency and inspected for leaks .
How much water will I save? Low water use plants need
70% less water than turf.
What are the other benefits? Low water use plants can
add interest to your home; they provide vibrant color,
texture, and curb-appeal. The chore of mowing the lawn
will be eliminated, freeing you up for other fun activities.
Low water use plants provide habitat for butterflies,
hummingbirds and other local wildlife.

Low water use
plants use
70% less
water than
turf.

The indoor evaluation includes free low flow shower heads
and aerators. The outdoor evaluation may include free
hose end nozzles, checking for leaks in the irrigation system
and adjusting the irrigation controller to best meet site
conditions and plant needs.
A customized report will be provided with a list of water
savings recommendations and details on the available
incentives.

(
🌼
🌼

Call today to
schedule your
FREE consultation!
(707) 547-1909

Questions: (707) 524-1165
www.sonomawater.org/well
Program administered by Sonoma Water on behalf of the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency.
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Water Efficiency Rebate Program

August 2019

TURF REPLACEMENT REBATE GUIDELINES
Program Guidelines:

Terms and Conditions:

The site must receive its irrigation water from a private
well, mutual water system, shared well, community well
or other not for profit water system within the Santa Rosa
Plain Groundwater Subbasin. Tenants / renters must receive
written consent of the property owner to participate in the
rebate program. A completed tenant permission form must
be submitted with the application during the pre-inspection.

1.

Rebates are calculated at $0.50 per square foot of turf
replaced up to a maximum of $250. Rebates are available
on a first-come, first-served basis and are subject to
availability of funds.

2.

The rebated area may only include plants that are low
water use, drought-tolerant or California native plants that
are non invasive as listed on the Water Use Classification of
Landscape Species list (http://ucanr.edu/sites/WUCOLS/)
or in combination with eligible low water use plants and
permeable landscape surfaces (mulch, decomposed
granite, etc).

3.

No rebate is offered for installation of impermeable
surfaces (walkways, patios, etc), synthetic turf, pools or
water features.

4.

At a minimum, drip irrigation systems shall be equipped
with pressure regulation, and filtration. If no irrigation
system is used, sprinkler system must be capped and
abandoned.

5.

Sheetmulching is required unless granted a variance by
Sonoma Water staff.

6.

Turf may not be reinstalled while ownership of the property
is retained. If turf is reinstalled during that time, the entire
rebate amount must be refunded.

7.

Site is subject to inspection by Sonoma Water staff prior to
and after rebate distribution.

8.

Upon post-inspection, if eligible rebated landscape
material is not installed, the rebate will be forfeited.

9.

Following final approval, a rebate check will be mailed
directly to the applicant. Rebates may take up to 6 to 8
weeks to process.

Applicant agrees to complete a pre-inspection consultation
before the turf is removed. An application form for the project
will be provided following completion of the pre-inspection.
Turf replacement rebate applies only to turf areas that have
a fully functioning in-ground irrigation system. Sites with
bare ground or comprised mostly of weeds are not eligible.
Eligibility or ineligibility will be determined at the discretion of
Sonoma Water staff during the pre-inspection. Turf removed
prior to the pre-inspection are not eligible for a rebate.
After the pre-inspection approval, the applicant has 120
days to complete the turf replacement and call (707) 5471909 to schedule a post-inspection. A completed and signed
application form must be submitted to the Sonoma Water
representative during the post-inspection.

Steps to Participate:
1.

2.

3.

4.

Determine if your home is located within the Santa Rosa
Plain Groundwater Subbasin by viewing the map located
at http://santarosaplaingroundwater.org or call
(707) 524-1165.
A tenant permission form must be submitted if you do
not own the property where the turf replacement will
take place.
Call (707) 547-1909 to schedule a pre-inspection
consultation. After the pre-inspection appointment,
sheetmulch the turf area, convert the sprinkler system to
a low volume drip irrigation system or cap and abandon if
hand watering and install low water use plants.
Within 120 days of the pre-inspection, complete the
turf replacement and call (707) 547-1909 to schedule a
post-inspection. During the inspection staff will verify
completion of the project and collect the completed
rebate application.

10. A completed Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability
Agency tenant permission form must be submitted at the
time of the pre-inspection appointment, certifying that all
necessary permissions have been obtained from the
property owner if the applicant is not the property owner.

Program administered by Sonoma Water on behalf of the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency.

Water Eff iciency Rebate Program
Save Water. Save Money.
The Water Efficiency Rebate Program was
established to help you save water, save
money, and protect your groundwater
resources.

Front Load High-Efficiency
Clothes Washer Rebate
Get $50* back on the purchase and
installation of a new, qualifying front load high-efficiency
clothes washer (HEW). A new washer can use 40 to 60%
less water and energy than older, top loading clothes
washers. HEWs use 18 to 25 gallons of water per load
compared to 50 or more gallons for top loading models.
Use less water, less energy, and less detergent while
cleaning your clothes better and with less wear and tear.
New HEWs also remove more water from laundry during
the spin cycle so loads spend less time in the dryer. The
savings all add up to a great deal that can pay for itself in
a few years.
List of Qualifying Models
Rebates are available for front load EnergyStar® Most
Efficient designated clothes washers. For a listing of
qualifying clothes washers, visit the EnergyStar ®
website: https://www.energystar.gov/most-efficient/
me-certified-clothes-washers/ or call (707) 524-1165.

Serving Groundwater Users in the
Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Subbasin
including:
•
•
•
•
•

Private wells
Mutual water systems
Shared wells
Community wells
Other not for profit water systems

High-Efficiency Toilet
Rebate
Get up to $100* back on the purchase
and installation of each new, high-efficiency toilet (HET).
Qualifying HETs use a maximum of 0.8 gallons per flush
(gpf) or less. Replacing your older toilet saves water and
reduces wastewater without sacrificing performance.
List of Qualifying Models
Rebates are available for the following toilet models:
Ferguson PROFLO “Greenlee” models
Niagara “Nano,” “The Original,” “The Original Dual
Flush,” “Phantom,” and “One-Piece” models
Tynan Plumbing “MacLair Ultra” models
HETs use 77% less water than
the old 3.5 gallons per flush (gpf) toilets.
Older, pre-1992
toilets use
3.5 gpf or more

Not all EnergyStar® models qualify so be sure to check
the list. Rebates are only available for front load clothes
washers designated as “Most Efficient”. Top load models
and models with silver ion technology are not eligible.

* Rebates available on a first come, first served basis through June 30, 2020 while funding lasts.

Questions? Contact us!
(707) 524-1165 www.sonomawater.org/well
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Qualifying
HETs use
0.8 gpf
77% less
water!

August 2019
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Water Efficiency Rebate Program
APPLICATION FORM

* Rebates available on a first come, first served basis through June 30, 2020 while funding lasts.

How to Participate

Program Eligibility and Rules

1.

Read and understand the Program Eligibility and Rules.

1.

2.

Determine if your home is located within the Santa Rosa
Plain Groundwater Subbasin by viewing the map located
at http://santarosaplaingroundwater.org or call
(707) 524-1165.

Rebates are available July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020 on
a first come, first served basis while funding lasts.

2.

Your home’s primary drinking water source is a private well
and is located within the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater
Subbasin.

3.

Purchase and install your qualifying 0.8 gallon per flush
or less high-efficiency toilets (HET) and/or front load
high-efficiency clothes washer (HEW) between July 1,
2019 and June 30, 2020. Be sure that the toilets are
on the List of Qualifying Models or that the clothes
washer model numbers match exactly with the
EnergyStar ® Most Efficient List. Note: Top load HEWs
and HEWs with silver ion technology are not eligible.

3.

Your new toilets and/or clothes washer have been installed
at the property listed below and your rebate application
is received or postmarked within 90 days of purchase or
delivery. All purchases must be made between July 1, 2019
and June 30, 2020 to be eligible.

4.

Incomplete applications and those without original
purchase receipts will be returned.

Complete and sign the application form below and mail
along with original purchase receipts/plumbers invoices
to:

5.

For High-Efficiency Toilets:
• Your home must have been built before 1992.
• The toilets you are replacing are designed to flush
at more than 1.6 gallons per flush (generally, toilets
manufactured before 1992).
• Your new toilets use a maximum of 0.8 gallons per
flush.
• Your old toilets were properly recycled.

6.

For Front Loading High-Efficiency Clothes Washers:
• Your new front loading clothes washer is an
EnergyStar ® Most Efficient listed model.
• Your old clothes washer was properly recycled.

4.

Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Rebate
404 Aviation Blvd
Santa Rosa, CA 95403
5.

Please allow 6 to 8 weeks to process your rebate
requests. Checks will be mailed to the address provided
below.

* Rebate amount cannot exceed the cost of the HET or HEW excluding sales tax, delivery, installation or other fees, costs or accessories.

___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ - 0 0 0
Assessors Parcel Number (APN)

HIGH-EFFICIENCY CLOTHES WASHER

______________________________________

________________________________________________

Make (Brand)/Model Name

________________________________________________

Model Number

Address (Where installed)

City

State

______________________________________

Zip Code

HIGH-EFFICIENCY TOILETS

______________
# of toilets replaced

REBATE CHECK MAILING INFORMATION:

________________________________________________
Name

________________________________________________

______________________________________
Make (Brand)/Model Name

______________________________________
Model Number(s) - Tank/Bowl

Telephone Number

________________________________________________
Address

£ Same as above

__________________________________________________________
City

State

Zip Code



Signature of Applicant

______________________________________
Date
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Action Item
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andy Rodgers, Administrator
Proposed Updates and Clarifications to Ordinance 19-01

Summary: Staff recommends the Board adopt Ordinance 19-02, "Ordinance Requiring
Registration of Groundwater Use Facilities, Water User Reporting and Authorizing the Adoption
of Groundwater Sustainability Fee."

Background

An Ordinance Requiring Registration of Groundwater Use Facilities, Water User Reporting, and
Authorizing the Adoption of Groundwater Sustainability Fee (Ordinance NO. 19-01) was
approved at the June 13 GSA Board meeting. At that time Staff noted plans to return to the
Board in August to propose some clarifications and clean-up modifications to the ordinance.
At the August 8, 2019 GSA Board meeting, staff proposed modifications to add clarity to some
of the definitions, align the methodology description with the adopted fee resolution, and
clarify the appeals process. The Board moved to accept and introduce by title only
Ordinance 19-02, “Ordinance Requiring Registration of Groundwater Use Facilities, Water User
Reporting and Authoring the Adoption of Groundwater Sustainability Fee”. The motion passed
unanimously.

Staff Recommendation
Staff recommends the Board adopt Ordinance 19-02, "Ordinance Requiring Registration of
Groundwater Use Facilities, Water User Reporting and Authorizing the Adoption of
Groundwater Sustainability Fee."

Fiscal Information
Funding implementation of a Groundwater User Registration Program will require revising the
GSA’s FY 19-20 budget, which is being considered in item 7.D.

Vote Required
Supermajority

List of Attachments
1. Ordinance 19-02, "An Ordinance Requiring Registration of Groundwater Use Facilities,
Water User Reporting and Authorizing the Adoption of Groundwater Sustainability Fee."

Contact

Andy Rodgers, Administrator, 707-508-3672, arodgers@westyost.com
1
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AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING REGISTRATION OF GROUNDWATER USE FACILITIES, WATER USER
REPORTING AND AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY FEE
The Board of Directors of the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency, State of
California, hereby ordains as follows:
ARTICLE 1.
Section 1.

General

Title

This ordinance shall be known as the "Groundwater Reporting and Fee Ordinance" of the Santa
Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency.
Section 2.

Definitions

As used in this ordinance, the following terms shall have the meanings stated below:
A.

"Acre-Foot" or "AF" of water is the equivalent amount of water covering 1 acre to a depth
of 1 foot, and equals 326,000 gallons or 43,560 cubic feet of water,

B.

"Agency" means the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency.

C.

“De Minimis Extractor” means a person who extracts, for domestic purposes, two acrefeet or less per year.

D.

"Extraction" means the act of obtaining groundwater by pumping or other controlled
means.

E.

"Extraction Facility" means any device or method for extraction of groundwater within a
groundwater basin or aquifer.

F.

"Groundwater" means water beneath the surface of the earth within a zone in which the
soil is sufficiently saturated with water to allow collection and extraction.

G.

"Municipalities/Large Water Service Provider" means a system for the provision of water
for human consumption through pipes or other constructed conveyances that has 15 or
more service connections or regularly serves at least 25 individuals daily at least 60 days
out of the year. A public water system includes the following:
(1) Any collection, treatment, storage, and distribution facilities under control of the
operator of the system that are used primarily in connection with the system.

1865562.1 14384-002
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(2) Any collection or pretreatment storage facilities not under the control of the operator
that are used primarily in connection with the system.
(3) Any water system that treats water on behalf of one or more public water systems for
the purpose of rendering it safe for human consumption.
H.

"Operator" means a person who operates a groundwater Extraction Facility. In the event
the Agency is unable to determine who operates a particular Extraction Facility, then
"operator" shall mean the person to whom the Extraction Facility is assessed by the
County Assessor, or, if not separately assessed, the person who owns the land upon which
the Extraction Facility is located.

I.

"Person" includes any state or local governmental agency, private corporation, firm,
partnership, individual, group of individuals, or, to the extent authorized by law, and any
federal agency.

J.

"Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Basin" or "Basin" or "SRP" shall mean the Santa Rosa Plain
Groundwater Subbasin which is designated basin number 1-55.01 in Department of
Water Resources’ Bulletin No. 118 and as its boundaries may be modified from time to
time through the procedures described in California Water Code section 10722.2 or by
the Department of Water Resources under its separate authority.

K.

"Small Water Service Provider" means a system for the provision of piped water to the
public for human consumption that serves at least five, but not more than 14, service
connections and does not regularly serve drinking water to more than an average of 25
individuals daily for more than 60 days out of the year
ARTICLE 2.
Registration of Groundwater Extraction Facilities,
Methods of Computing Extractions and the Recordation of Extractions
Section 1.

Registration

All groundwater extraction facilities within the boundaries of the Agency shall be registered with
the Agency within thirty (30) calendar days of notice given to the operator.
The Operator of an Extraction Facility will be registered by the Agency and provide at a minimum
the following information on a form provided by the Agency. The Agency form may ask for, and
the Operator may supply additional information if requested.
A.

Name, mailing address, and email address of the operator.

B.

Name and address of the owner of the land upon which the Extraction Facility is located.

C.

A description of the equipment associated with the Extraction Facility.

D.

Location of the water Extraction Facility.

1865562.1 14384-002
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Methods of Estimating Extractions

The methodology for estimating groundwater extraction is as follows:
A.

Municipalities/Large Water Service Provider Use: Cities, municipalities and large water
service providers in the SRP Jurisdiction use groundwater for irrigation and municipal
water supply. Future groundwater use by Municipalities and Large Water Service
providers in the Agency’s jurisdiction provide the amount of groundwater pumped
annually to the State Water Resources Control Board Division of Drinking Water (DDW).
Future groundwater use of these users will be projected based on a running average of
the last five years of pumping data.

B.

Small Water Service Provider Use: The Basin has a variety of Small Water Service Providers
(SWSPs) that use groundwater for a variety of purposes. These SWSPs vary between
Wineries, Warehouses, Office Parks, Office Parks, Schools, Mutual Water Companies
(water companies that provide water service to rural areas), and other commercial
properties. These SWSPs provide the amount of groundwater pumped annually to the
State Water Resources Control Board Division of Drinking Water (DDW). Future
groundwater use of these SWSPs will be projected based on an average of the available
pumping data for the last five years.

C.

Agriculture and Irrigation Use: Basin agricultural groundwater pumping will be estimated
using Sonoma County Land Use Data from California Department of Water Resources
(DWR). Calculated water use of groundwater irrigated agricultural parcels will be
estimated by applying DWR applied water factors to DWR Land Use Data crop coverage
data. Other irrigation uses such as turf and golf course irrigation will be estimated by
applying the relevant DWR applied water factor per acre per year.

D.

Rural Residential: Rural residential parcel groundwater use will be estimated using a
combination of Sonoma County Assessor data and service areas of water service providers
(excluding wholesale water service providers). Any parcel that is located outside of the
service area of water service provider and has a residential use shall be assumed to have
a well, or share a well with another parcel, within the Agency’s jurisdiction. Note, well
records on the existence and precise location for wells within the SRP are incomplete and
are not sufficient to locate Extraction Facilities to individual parcels. An estimated annual
use of 0.5 AF shall be assumed for the first residential dwelling unit. An additional 0.25 AF
shall be assumed for each additional residential dwelling unit on the parcel.

E.

Urban Residential with Well: Urban residential parcels with known or suspected wells will
be assumed to use 0.1 AFY for outdoor irrigation. It is assumed that all indoor potable use
will be covered by the water service provider serving the property.
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A.

De minimis Extractors

It is the intent of the Agency to regulate De Minimis Extractors by this Ordinance, as
provided for in Water code section 10730(a).
ARTICLE 3.
Section 1.

Groundwater Sustainability Fee

Groundwater Sustainability Fee

The Agency shall establish a groundwater sustainability fee by resolution which shall be payable
by all persons operating groundwater extraction facilities for all groundwater extracted after July
13, 2019, in the amount as established by the Board. The ground water sustainability fee may be
collected by any lawful method set forth in Water Code section 10730.
Section 2.

Penalties

Any operator or person who intentionally violates any provision of this ordinance, or any
resolution authorized by Article 3, shall be guilty of an infraction, and in addition to the fees due
may be required to pay a fine to the Agency of not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500).
Any operator or person who negligently or intentionally violates any provision of this ordinance,
or any resolution authorized by Article 3, may also be liable civilly to the Agency for a sum not to
exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) per day for each day of such violation, in addition to any
other penalties that may be prescribed by law.
Upon the failure of any operator or person to comply with any provision of this ordinance, the
Agency may petition the Superior Court for a temporary restraining order, preliminary or
permanent injunction, or such other equitable relief as may be appropriate. The right to petition
for injunctive relief is an additional right to those which may be provided elsewhere in this
ordinance or otherwise allowed by law.
The Agency may petition the Superior Court of the County of Sonoma to recover any sums due
the Agency.
ARTICLE 4.

Appeals

(1) Any person may contest the determination that their property is subject to registration under
this ordinance, the imposition or amount of the groundwater user fee, or penalties imposed
pursuant to Article 3, Section 2 above by requesting a hearing pursuant to the procedures set
forth in this section. The request must be made in a written appeal submitted within thirty (30)
calendar days after the service of the notice of imposition of penalties. The appeal must contain:
(a)

A brief statement setting forth the interest the appealing party has in the matter.

(b)

A brief statement of the material facts that the appellant claims supports the
appeal.
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(c)

An address at which the appellant agrees to receive, by first class-mail, notice of
any additional proceedings or an order relating to the appeal. Service of such
notices shall be effective three (3) business days following deposit in the first-class
mail.

(d)

A signature by the appellant under penalty of perjury.

(2) The failure of any person to file a proper appeal in accordance with this section shall constitute
a failure to exhaust administrative remedies, and a waiver of the right to an administrative
hearing and adjudication of the matter subject to appeal.
(3) Only after a request for hearing is received within the required period, and the information
submitted is determined to be complete by the Administrator, shall the Agency set the date and
time for the appeal hearing.
The hearing shall be set for a date no more than sixty (60) calendar days from the date of a timely
filed appeal unless the Agency Administrator determines that good cause exists for an extension
of time.
(4) The appellant shall be served with notice of the date, time, and place set for the hearing at
least fifteen (15) calendar days prior to the date of the hearing. Notice shall be mailed to the
address provided in the written appeal.
(5) If the Agency's Administrator or designee submits an additional written report concerning the
imposition of penalties to the Board of Directors for consideration at the hearing, then a copy of
this report shall also be served on the person requesting the hearing at least five (5) calendar
days prior to the date of the hearing.
(6) Hearings may be continued once at the request of the appellant or the Administrator. The
Board of Directors may also continue the hearing on its own accord for cause.
(7) The hearing serves to provide full opportunity for a person subject to groundwater facility
registration, groundwater user fee, or penalties to object to the imposition of said regulations,
fees, or penalties.
(8) At the place and time set forth in the notice of hearing, the Board of Directors or a
board-appointed committee or hearing officer shall conduct a hearing and consider all written or
oral evidence presented at the hearing. Administrative hearings are informal and need not be
conducted according to technical rules related to evidence and witnesses, except as provided
herein. Irrelevant evidence shall be excluded, and the Board of Directors has discretion to exclude
evidence if it its probative value is substantially outweighed by the probability that its admission
will necessitate undue consumption of time. Each party shall have the opportunity to present
evidence in support of that party's case and to cross examine any witnesses present.
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The notice requiring groundwater facility registration, imposing fees, or imposing penalties and
any additional reports submitted by the Agency's enforcing officer or his or her designee shall
constitute prima facie evidence of the respective facts contained in those documents.
Parties may represent themselves or be represented by any person of their choice.
(9) The Board of Directors may continue the hearing and request additional information from the
Agency's enforcing officer or the appellant prior to issuing a written decision.
(10) Absent a showing of good cause or the prior granting of a continuance in writing, the failure
of the appellant to appear at the hearing shall constitute a forfeiture of the appeal and a failure
to exhaust administrative remedies.
(11) No later than twenty (20) calendar days after the date on which the hearing concludes, or
after the appellant has failed to appear at the hearing, the Board of Directors will issue a written
decision to the appellant to (i) uphold or reject the finding of a violation of this ordinance and (ii)
uphold, modify, suspend, or cancel the fees or penalties imposed. The decision shall list the
reason or reasons for the decision and may order the appellant to comply with this ordinance.
(12) The decision of the Board of Directors shall be final.
(13) The Board of Directors' decision may be appealed to the Superior Court of Sonoma County
in accordance with the provisions set forth in Government Code section 53069.4 or Code of Civil
Procedure section 1094.5.
ARTICLE 5.

Effective Date
Section 1. Effective Date

This ordinance shall become effective on the 30th day after adoption.
ADOPTED THIS 12th day of December, 2019, by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
Chair, Board of Directors
Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
ATTEST:
By:
Clerk of the Board
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Action Item
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andy Rodgers, Administrator
Proposed Policy for Decisions on Urgent Matters between Board Meetings

Summary: Consider policy for decisions between Board meetings.

Background
At the June 13, 2019 GSA Board meeting, the Board directed GSA Staff to develop a policy that
provides GSA Staff with delegated authority to address time-sensitive business decisions and
actions needing to take place between Board meetings and clear guidance on how to exercise
that delegated authority. During the August 8, 2019 GSA Board meeting, staff presented a
proposed draft tiered policy based on one used by Sonoma Clean Power. The Board directed
GSA Staff to consult with legal counsel and return with a recommended policy to consider for
approval.
Based on that consultation, GSA Staff proposes the following policy regarding decision-making,
including delegation of authority to GSA Staff:

Policy Regarding Decisions on Urgent Matters
1. All policy decisions regarding the governance of the GSA shall be brought before the full
Board at either a regular, special, or emergency meeting, unless the urgency of a
particular matter necessitates action more quickly than such a meeting can be duly
noticed. Where such urgent action is necessary, such action shall be undertaken in
accordance with this Policy.
2. When such urgency requires action between meetings, GSA Staff shall attempt to
contact the Chair and Vice-Chair to confer on the urgent matter and seek guidance
about how to proceed.
3. When such urgency requires action between meetings and the Chair and Vice-Chair
cannot be reached in a timely manner, the GSA Administrator or their designee may
make policy decisions to act on the urgent matter. Such policy decisions shall be
consistent with the Board’s adopted policy platform, so long as the adopted policy
platform expressly addresses the issue in question. Any decisions made pursuant to this
Policy shall be brought to the Board at the next meeting for ratification.
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4. This policy does not apply to decisions involving the expenditure of funds in excess of
the GSA Administrator’s authority.

Staff Recommendation
Staff recommends the Board approve the proposed policy for decisions between Board
meetings.

Fiscal Information
None

Vote Required
Majority

List of Attachments
1. Resolution 19-04

Contact
Andy Rodgers, Administrator, 707-508-3672, arodgers@westyost.com
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Resolution No. SRP-19-004
RESOLUTION NO. SRP-19-04 OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE SANTA ROSA PLAIN GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY
ADOPTING A POLICY FOR DECISIONS BETWEEN BOARD MEETINGS
WHEREAS, the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“Agency”) was formed
pursuant to a Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement and is the designated Groundwater
Sustainability Agency for the Santa Rosa Plain Sub-basin; and
WHEREAS, the Agency seeks to provide Agency staff with clear guidance on how to address
time-sensitive business decisions and actions needing to take place between Board meetings.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Santa Rosa Plain
Groundwater Sustainability Agency, as follows:
The Agency hereby adopts a Policy Regarding Decisions on Urgent Matters, as follows:
1. All policy decisions regarding the governance of the GSA shall be brought before the
full Board at either a regular, special, or emergency meeting, unless the urgency of a
particular matter necessitates action more quickly than such a meeting can be duly
noticed. Where such urgent action is necessary, such action shall be undertaken in
accordance with this Policy.
2. When such urgency requires action between meetings, GSA Staff shall attempt to
contact the Chair and Vice-Chair to confer on the urgent matter and seek guidance
about how to proceed.
3. When such urgency requires action between meetings and the Chair and Vice-Chair
cannot be reached in a timely manner, the GSA Administrator or their designee may
make policy decisions to act on the urgent matter. Such policy decisions shall be
consistent with the Board’s adopted policy platform, so long as the adopted policy
platform expressly addresses the issue in question. Any decisions made pursuant to
this Policy shall be brought to the Board at the next meeting for ratification.
4. This policy does not apply to decisions involving the expenditure of funds in excess of
the GSA Administrator’s authority.
This resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.
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PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 12th day of December 2019, by the following vote, to- wit:
Belforte:
Hopkins:
AYES:

Carnacchi:________Dutton: _____
Jacobs:
Nagle:
NOES:

ABSENT:

Fudge:___ __Harvey:___ ________
Schwedhelm: _______Zane: ______

ABSTAIN:

By: Chair ______________________________________
I certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly and regularly passed and adopted at a regular
meeting of the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency held on the 12th day of
December 2019, of which meeting all Directors were notified and at which meeting a
quorum
was present at all times and acting.
Dated: _______________

_____________________________________

Clerk of the Board of Directors of the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency,
County of Sonoma, State of California
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Action Item
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andy Rodgers, Administrator
Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement revisions to Exhibit B

Summary: Staff recommends the Board amend Exhibit B to add the City of Sebastopol to the
Member Agency list and remove the City of Sebastopol as an eligible entity that elected not to
participate on the Agency Board.

Background
A Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement (JPA) consisting of nine Board members for the Santa
Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) was executed in June 2017. At the time,
the City of Sebastopol (City), an eligible member of the Santa Rosa Plain GSA according to the
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), elected to participate in the formation of
the Santa Rosa Plain GSA and serve on an advisory committee, but not join the Board.
At the time the JPA was being developed, only a small portion of the City was located within the
Bulletin 118 boundaries of the Santa Rosa Plain groundwater sub-basin, and majority of the City
(including all its municipal wells), was located in the Bulletin 118 boundaries of the Wilson
Grove Formation Highlands groundwater basin. In collaboration with the Santa Rosa Plain GSA,
the City applied to the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) for a jurisdictional
modification to the Bulletin 118 boundary to incorporate the entirety of the City within the
Santa Rosa Plain groundwater basin. DWR approved the jurisdictional boundary modification in
February 2019.
The nine Board members funded the operational costs for the Santa Rosa Plain GSA for FY’s 17-18
and 18-19, elected to defer reimbursement of contributions until after the first five-year period,
and successfully secured a $1,000,000 grant to fund development of a Groundwater Sustainability
Plan (GSP). A groundwater sustainability fee to equitably assess fees on groundwater users,
including the City of Sebastopol, was approved June 2019 to be in effect for FY’s 19-20, 20-21 and
21-22.
At the August 8, 2019 Board meeting, the Board approved the City of Sebastopol joining the
Santa Rosa Plain GSA Board. The City of Sebastopol signed the Joint Exercise of Powers
1
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Agreement, satisfied their financial obligation for membership, and a revised Exhibit “A” was
amended to reflect the new Member.
Staff is now seeking approval to amend the JPA’s Exhibit “B”, Membership section to add the
City of Sebastopol as a listed Board member who can appoint a seat on the Advisory
Committee; to reflect a total of 10 members; and to remove reference to the City as a GSA
eligible entity that elected not to participate on the Agency Board.

Staff Recommendation
Staff recommends the Board amend Exhibit B to add the City of Sebastopol to the Member
Agency list and to remove the City of Sebastopol as an eligible entity that elected not to
participate on the Agency Board.

Fiscal Information
None.

Vote Required
Supermajority

List of Attachments
1. Proposed new “Exhibit B” of the Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement

Contact
Andy Rodgers, Administrator, 707-508-3672, arodgers@westyost.com
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EXHIBIT B
Advisory Committee to the Agency Board
The purpose of the Advisory Committee is to provide input and recommendations to the
Agency Board on groundwater sustainability plan development and implementation and
GSA policies. The intent of the committee is to provide community perspective and
participation in the GSA.
The Advisory Committee will review and/or provide recommendations to the Agency
Board on groundwater-related issues that may include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Development, adoption or amendment of the GSP
Sustainability goals and objectives
Best management practices
Monitoring programs
Annual work plans and reports (including mandatory 5-year milestone reports)
Modeling scenarios
Inter-basin coordination activities
Projects and management actions to achieve sustainability
Community outreach
Local regulations to implement SGMA
Fee proposals
General advisory

The Advisory Committee will not be involved in the Agency budget or day-to-day
operations, such as personnel staffing or contracting.
Membership
Composition of the Advisory Committee is intended to represent the beneficial uses and
users of groundwater identified in the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act.
Committee members may not serve concurrently on the Agency Board. Members must
live or work within the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Basin or represent an organization
with a presence in Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Basin identified by the Department of
Water Resources current Bulletin 118. Committee membership is based on the interest
group and member agency designations described below. Notwithstanding the foregoing,
the Board may choose to appoint one of the interest-based members of the Advisory
Committee from outside the Bulletin 118 Basin, provided such member resides, works or
represents an organization with a presence in the watershed which contributes to the
Basin.
24
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Each Member of the Agency, as well as the MWC/PUCRs, will appoint a representative
from staff or the community to the Advisory Committee, for a total of ten members:
1. City of Santa Rosa
2. Town of Windsor
3. City of Rohnert Park
4. City of Cotati
5. City of Sebastopol
6. Sonoma County
7. Sonoma County Water Agency
8. Sonoma Resource Conservation District
9. Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District
10. Mutual Water Companies/ PUC-Regulated
The following GSA eligible entities have elected not to participate on the Agency Board
but shall hold a seat on the Advisory Committee. These entities, not the Agency Board,
will appoint their representatives:
11. Graton Rancheria
The Agency Board will appoint 7 interest-based members:
12. Environmental representative
13. Environmental representative
14. Rural residential well owner
15. Rural residential well owner
16. Business community representative
17. Agricultural interest (surface water or Groundwater user)
18. Agricultural interest (surface water or Groundwater user)
Member Appointment
The Agency Board will appoint members to fill the interest-based seats. Interested
individuals from the community or local organizations may apply to the Agency Board,
designating in the application, the seat that the applicant would intend to fill.
The Agency Board encourages entities and individuals within each interest group to work
together to recommend a single candidate to fill that interest’s seat. The Agency Board
will give strong consideration to appointing candidates that have the backing of multiple
organizations or individuals within that interest group.
The Agency Board encourages candidates with experience and familiarity with
groundwater and its management. The Agency Board will also give preference to
applicants with experience working with diverse community-based groups.
25
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For one of the rural residential well representatives, the Agency Board will give
preference to appointees that can represent the interests of disadvantaged populations
or interests that are otherwise under-represented on the Advisory Committee.
For agricultural representatives, preference will be given for diversity between surface
and groundwater reliance for agricultural operations.
Application Timeline
The Agency Board will establish a timeline and process for appointment of the initial
Advisory Committee following Agency formation. In subsequent years, applicants will
submit an application and statement of interest for vacant seats to the Agency Board by
October 1 of the year prior to the beginning of the term for that seat. The GSA will post
applications on its web site. At-large appointments from Members will be due to the
Agency Board by November 1. The GSA governing board will appoint interest-based
committee members at its final meeting of each calendar year as necessary. Terms will
commence in January of the subsequent year.
Advisory Committee Member Terms
The initial Advisory Committee appointments will include seats with three-year terms
(interest-based categories) and two-year terms (eligible entity appointees). Following
initial committee appointment, all member terms will be two years. Advisory Committee
Members are not term-limited; however, interest-based members must apply for each
term. If a vacancy occurs for an interest-based seat before the end of the term, the
Agency Board will appoint a new member to complete the term. Vacancies for any of the
eligible entity appointees shall be filled by their respective agency.
The Agency Board can remove an interest-based committee member if the member is not
performing responsibilities. The Agency Board will appoint alternates if the Board deems
alternate committee members necessary. If appointing alternates, the Agency Board will
request that the Member agency also provide alternates for eligible entity appointments.
Decision Making and Governing Board Consideration
To inform Agency Board decision-making, the Advisory Committee will provide written
recommendations in reports. The recommendations reports will identify areas of
agreement and disagreement. The committee will strive for consensus when possible, but
reaching consensus is not necessary. Consensus means that everyone can at least “live
with it.” When unable to reach consensus on recommendations, the committee will
outline the areas in which it does not agree, providing some explanation to inform Agency
Board decision-making.
The committee may request that one or more committee members present its
recommendations to the Agency Board, including areas of agreement and disagreement,
consistent with committee deliberations.
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Pursuant to Agency Board direction, Agency staff will develop the annual work plan and
schedule for committee meetings. The Advisory Committee will adopt a charter and will
appoint a Chair and Vice-Chair.
The Agency Board will consider Advisory Committee recommendations when making
decisions. If the Agency Board does not agree with the recommendations of the Advisory
Committee, the Agency Board shall state the reasons for its decision.
Public Process
All Advisory Committee meetings are subject to the Brown Act and will be open to the
public. The GSA will announce committee meetings on its website and through its regular
communication channels.
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Action Item
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andy Rodgers, Administrator
Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Revised Budget

Summary: Because of the June 2019 approval of a groundwater sustainability fee – new
contribution commitments from Sonoma County and Sonoma Water, the recent addition of the
City of Sebastopol as a member agency, and associated adjustments needed to implement
projects such as the groundwater user registration program – an updated Fiscal Year 19-20
budget is presented for Board input and consideration of approval.

Background
The JPA for the Agency (at 10.06) requires that the Board adopt a budget for the agency, by a
date no later than April 1st of each Year. The Board may authorize mid-year budget
adjustments, as needed.
The purpose of this item is to review and approve proposed mid-year revisions to the FY 19-20
budget adopted by the Board on March 14, 2019. A budget spreadsheet is attached that
summarizes the adopted budget, the proposed revised FY 19-20 budget, and the amount of
difference. The following summarizes the primary factors contributing to the proposed
adjustments.
Agency Revenues
The revised budget reflects a fundamental change to the funding structure from member
agency contribution revenues that were in effect during FY’s 17-18 and 18-19 to groundwater
user fee-based revenues that are effective for FY’s 19-20, 20-21 and 21-22. However, due to
significant annual contribution commitments also provided by the County of Sonoma
($200,000) and Sonoma Water ($28,228), only municipal groundwater users are charged the
groundwater sustainability fee through 2022 (total of $101,885/year), during which time the
Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Santa Rosa Plain subbasin is developed and completed.
Annual groundwater user fees are paid by the cities of Cotati ($5,252), Rohnert Park ($32,089),
Sebastopol ($19,977), Santa Rosa ($31,800), the Town of Windsor ($995), and Sonoma Water
($11,772).
At the August 2019 Board meeting, the City of Sebastopol was approved to become a member
agency. GSA membership included the City providing the Agency a prorated contribution of
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$71,400 (paid over three years) and executing the JPA. The first year’s contribution of $33,000
has been received by the Agency and is reflected in the revised FY 19-20 budget (budget
account #46040).
Agency Expenses
During FY 18-19, unforeseen and unbudgeted legal, financial, administrative, technical and
outreach support tasks and services were needed to support evaluation of multiple funding
plan alternatives, develop an Ordinance, conduct studies to improve groundwater user
datasets, host extra public meetings and workshops, produce support materials, and
communicate with stakeholders. Though the multi-year professional services contract budgets
(legal, administration and outreach) were not exceeded, the professional services rendered
during FY 18-19 drew down contract budgets faster than was originally planned. The result is
that reductions in professional services budgets for FY 19-20 are not as significant as envisioned
even though the rate and fee study phase has been completed. However, some reductions are
proposed which will support the Agency through June 2020, and if approved, provide the
Agency an opportunity to utilize those funds on other priority initiatives.
To implement the groundwater sustainability fee, a groundwater user registration program is
being developed and phased in over the next three years beginning in 2020 (during FY 19-20).
Preparations for the program have been underway during most of 2019, with input from the
Board, Advisory Committee, GSA member agency staff, and a focused working group of partner
agencies including Permit Sonoma and Agricultural Commissioners Office. With emphases on
cost effectiveness, clear messaging, ease of use and a data collection system that brings
significant value and insight to the GSA, available resources are needing to be repurposed in
support of this effort.
In order to support development and launch of a successful registration program, and once the
program is initiated, manage acquiring and evaluating new information and responding to
inquiries from groundwater users, staff is recommending an increase in the registration
program budget from $45,000 to $90,000. This increase would provide staff more time and
resources to prepare and manage the program as well as support the associated outreach
efforts. The staff time will be provided by West Yost Associates, the GSA’s contract
Administrator, and potentially other agency staff such as Sonoma Water, Permit Sonoma and
the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office, depending on the final recommended roles determined
necessary to successfully implement the registration program.
The total expenses increase of $44,000 is proposed to be derived from multiple sources
including repurposing the budgeted services of Raftelis (rate/fee consultant), and by reducing
the budgets for legal counsel and facilitation (total of $21,000). The balance of $23,000 is
derived from previously uncommitted FY 19-20 funds. If budget adjustments are approved to
support development, launch and management of the groundwater user registration program
during FY 19-20, GSA staff will work with the registration program focus group and member
agencies to finalize a plan for program launch and implementation. The implementation plan
will be presented at the February 13, 2020 Board meeting for consideration of approval.
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GSP Grant
An additional $20,000 in funding has been allocated from the DWR grant to support conducting
additional outreach including two public workshops supporting development of the GSP and
holding stakeholder meetings to help determine key criteria needed for the water budget and
sustainable management criteria. An early 2020 workshop will provide an overview of the GSP
requirements and goals; a review of the Basin Setting Section (including the water budget); and
introduce the concept of Sustainable Management Criteria. A spring 2020 workshop will review
Sustainable Management Criteria in greater detail in order to solicit input.
Agency Reserves
The Board adopted a financial reserve policy for the Agency in June 2019 which identified a
targeted reserve amount equivalent to three months’ operating expenses (approximately
$84,000). A line item for ‘appropriations for contingencies’ was added to the revised budget,
and a starting amount of $20,000 is proposed to be allocated to this account.

Staff Recommendation
Staff recommends the Board approve Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Budget Adjustment.

Fiscal Information
This amendment will result in a net income of $5,226.00.

Vote Required
Supermajority

List of Attachments
1. FY 19-20 Adopted Budget (March 14, 2019) and DRAFT Revised FY 19/20 Budget
(December 12, 2019)
2. FY 19-20 Revised Budget Summary

Contact
Andy Rodgers, Administrator, 707-508-3672, arodgers@westyost.com
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
FY 19/20 - Adopted Budget (March 14, 2019) and DRAFT Revised FY 19/20 Budget (December 12, 2019)

Account
45221
46040

44050
46022

Account Description
Sewer/Water Usage Fees
Miscellaneous (County, Sonoma Water, Sebastopol contributions)
Total Revenues
Interest
Total Interest
Un contracted Net Income from FY 18/19
Capital Grants - State (DWR)
Grand Total Revenues

Revised
FY 2019/20
Budget
101,885.00
261,228.00
$ 363,113.00

$

31,986.00
340,000.00
735,099.00

$

50,000.00
2,250.00
149,873.00
6,000.00
55,000.00
295,000.00
40,000.00
90,000.00
10,000.00
2,800.00
4,000.00
2,400.00
707,323.00

$

Adopted 19/20
337,000.00
$

337,000.00

$

31,986.00
320,000.00
688,986.00

$

30,000.00
2,250.00
149,873.00
10,000.00
6,000.00
60,000.00
295,000.00
46,000.00
45,000.00
10,000.00
2,800.00
4,000.00
2,400.00
663,323.00

51021
51041
51201
51204
51206
51212
51213
51226
51244
51249
51251
51301
51421

Communication Expense (Outreach)
Insurance - Liability
Administration Services (West Yost)
Property Tax/Assessment Admin (Fee Study/ Raftelis )
Accounting/Auditing Services (Pisenti)
Legal Services (Kronick)
Engineer Services (SCWA Tech Support)
Consulting Services (AC Facilitation)
Permits/License/Fees (Well Reg/PMRD/AgComm)
Other Professional Serv (SCWA Grant Administration)
Claims Processing
Publications and Legal Notices
Rents and Leases - Bldg/Land (Meeting Room)
Subtotal Services

52031
52111
52117
52118

Food
Office Supplies
Mail and Postage Supplies
Printing and Binding Supplies
Subtotal Supplies

55000

Total Appropriations for Contingencies (Agency Reserves)
Subtotal Appropriations for Contingencies

$

20,000.00
20,000.00

51000

Grand Total Expenses

$

729,873.00

$

Net Income

$

5,226.00

$

500.00
1,050.00
500.00
500.00
2,550.00

Difference from
adopted to revised
(235,115.00)
261,228.00
$
26,113.00

$

20,000.00
46,113.00

$

20,000.00
(10,000.00)
(5,000.00)
(6,000.00)
45,000.00
44,000.00

$

500.00
1,050.00
500.00
500.00
2,550.00
-

$

20,000.00
20,000.00

665,873.00

$

64,000.00

23,113.00
Estimated
3/14/19

$

(17,887.00)
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FY 2019-20 Revised Budget Summary
Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Fund - 76501
Dept ID - 71120100

(1)* Estimated Beginning Fund Balance @7/01/19:

$31,986

(2)

Plus: Budgeted FY 2019-20 Revenues:
(total from attached worksheet)

703,113

(3)

Less: Budgeted FY 2019-20 Expenditures:
(total from attached worksheet)

(4)* Estimated Ending Fund Balance @6/30/19:
(5)

Revised Budget Approval Date:
(Please have your Board Members sign below or
attach resolution confirming approval)

(729,873)

$5,226
12/12/2019

___________________________
Board Member

___________________________
Board Member

___________________________
Board Member

___________________________
Board Member

___________________________
Board Member

___________________________
Board Member

___________________________
Board Member

___________________________
Board Member

___________________________
Board Member

___________________________
Board Member

*
If District Fund Balance is separated into multiple categories, each district
should keep records to identify how much beginning and ending fund balance
is available for each fund balance category and should work with their external
auditors to identify appropriate GASB 54 fund balance classifications.
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Fund - 76501
Dept ID - 71120100

Account
Account Description
40002 Prop Tax - CY,Secured
40003 Direct Charges - CY
40005 Prop Taxes - RDA Increment
40006
40007
40008
40010
40011
40012
40050
40101
40105
40111
40201
40202
40211
40221
40301
40404
40900
40999
40000
41132
41152
41000
42103
42261
42281
42291
42358
42360
42441
42461
42601
42610
42611
42612
42613
42615
42618
42619
42622
42623
42624
42627
42628
42000
43201
43000
44002
44003
44050
44101
44102
44109
44000

AB1290 RDA Pass Throughs
H&S 33401 RDA Pass Throughs
H&S 33676 RDA (2%) Allocation
Residual Prop Tax - RPTTF
Direct Charges - Intercounty
SB2557 Prop Tax Admin
Property Tax Accrual
Prop Taxes - CY, Unsecured
CollectCost Del CY Unsecured
Supplemental Prop Taxes - CY
Prop Taxes - PY, Secured
Direct Charges - Prior Year
Prop Taxes - PY, Unsecured
Supplemental Prop Taxes - PY
Sales and Use Tax
Timber Yield Tax
Other Taxes
Penalties and Costs on Taxes
Total Tax Revenue
Licenses - Other
Mitigation Fees
Total Licenses,Permits,Franchises
State - Vehicle License Fees
State Construction/Subventions
State Emergency Preparedness
State Homeowners Prop Tax Relf
State Other Funding
State Grant Revenue
Federal FEMA Disaster Funding
Federal Other Funding
County of Sonoma
Other Governmental Agencies (SCWA)
City of Santa Rosa
City of Petaluma
City of Rohnert Park
City of Cotati
City of Sonoma
Town of Windsor
MTC (Metropolitan Transp Comm)
Measure M
RDA Asset Distribution
Special Districts (Sonoma and Gold Ridge RCDs)
Cities
Total Intergovernmental Revenues
Fines, Forfeitures, Penalties
Total Fines, Forfeitures, Penalties
Interest on Pooled Cash
Other Interest Earnings
Unrealized Gains and Losses ( FY 18/19 uncontracted)
Rent - Real Estate
Rent - Equipment
Concessions
Total Revenue - Use of Money & Prop
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FY 2019-2020
Revised
Budget

0
0

0
0

0
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Fund - 76501
Dept ID - 71120100

Account
45008
45061
45062
45065
45221
45253
45281
45283
45284
45291
45301
45309
45310
45311
45313
45319
45507
45530
45533
45000
46002
46003
46021
46022
46023
46024
46027
46028
46029
46040
46041
46050
46051
46200
46210
46000
47002
47101
47102
47103
47000
49002
49003
49004
49005
49000
50701
50702
50703
50704
50705
50707
50708
50709
50751
50752
50753
50754
50755

Account Description
NCPA Fees for Govt. Services
Planning and Engineering Svcs
Construct/Bldg Permit Rvw Svcs
Inspection Fees
Sewer/Water Usage Fees
Ambulance Fees
Library Services
Library Postage Recovery
Fines - Delinquent Collections
Parks and Recreation Services
Charges for Services
Retirement Administration Fees
Fire Dispatch Fees
Other Fire Services
Sale - Water
Abatement Revenue
Telecommunication Data Lines
Maintenance fees
Reprographics Photocopy
Total Charges for Services
Sales - Taxable
Sales - Non Taxable
Capital Grants - Federal
Capital Grants - State
Capital Grants - Other
Connection Fees
Insurance Claims Reimbursement
Insurance Claims Rebates
Donations/Contributions
Miscellaneous Revenue (County, Sonoma Water, Sebastopol contributions)
Discounts Earned
Cancelled/Stale Dated Warrants
Returned Checks
Revenue Appl PY Misc Revenue
Refunds
Total Miscellaneous Revenues
Sale of Capital Assets
Transfers In - within a Fund
Transfers In - btw Govtl Funds
Transfers In - All Others
Total Other Financing Sources
Advances
Advances Clearing
Administrative Control Account
Admin Control Acct Clearing
Total Administrative Control Accts
Grand Total Revenues
Perm Position - Local Bds
Extra Help - Local Bds
Overtime - Local Bds
Boards/Commissions - Local Bds
Premium Pay - Local Bds
Standby Pay - Local Bds
Contract Employee - Local Bds
Temporary Help - Local Bds
Retirement - Local Bds
County Retirement - Local Bds
FICA Retirement - Local Bds
Deferred Comp - Local Bds
PERS - Local Bds
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FY 2019-2020
Revised
Budget

101,885

101,885

340,000

261,228

601,228

0

0
703,113
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Fund - 76501
Dept ID - 71120100

Account
50756
50801
50802
50803
50804
50805
50806
50808
50000
51021
51022
51031
51032
51041
51042
51046
51061
51071
51072
51074
51077
51101
51201
51202
51204
51205
51206
51207
51209
51211
51213
51214
51215
51218
51219
51221
51222
51225
21226
51226
51230
51231
51235
51241
51242
51244
51248
51249
51250
51251
51301
51301
51401
51402
51421
51503
51504
51601
51602
51604

Account Description
Medicare - Local Bds
Health Ins - Local Bds
Disability - Local Bds
Dental - Local Bds
Life Ins - Local Bds
Vision - Local Bds
Unemployment - Local Bds
Worker's Comp - Local Bds
Total Salaries and Employee Benefits
Communication Expense (SCWA Outreach)
Telecom. Lines (non ISD)
Waste Disposal Services
Janitorial Services
Insurance - Liability
Insurance - Premiums
Insurance - Workers Comp
Maintenance - Equipment
Maintenance - Bldg & Improve
Landscaping Services
Maint - Parks and Grounds
Maint - Infrastructure
Sewer Collection Services
Administration Services (West Yost)
Election Services
Property Tax/Assessment Admin (Fee Study)
Advertising/Marketing Svc
Accounting/Auditing Services
Client Accounting Services
Information Tech Svc (non ISD)
Legal Services
Engineer Services (SCWA Tech Support)
Agency Extra/Temp Help
Director/Commissioner Services
Actuarial Services
Burial Services
Medical/Laboratory Services
Safety/Emergency Services
Training Services
Consulting Services (In-Kind)
Consulting Services (Monitoring/ AC Facilitation)
Security Services
Testing/Analysis
Dispatch Services
Outside Printing and Binding
Bank Charges
Permits/License/Fees
Micrographics/Microfilm Svc
Other Professional Services (SCWA Grant Administration)
Planning/Mapping/Inspections
Claims Processing
Publications and Legal Notices
Publications and Legal Notices
Rents and Leases - Equipment
Rents and Leases - Heavy Eqt
Rents and Leases - Bldg/Land (Meeting Room)
Foundation Expense
Peace Officer Training Expense
Training/Conference Expenses
Business Travel/Mileage
Other Transportation
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FY 2019-2020
Revised
Budget

0
50,000

2,250

149,873

6,000

55,000
295,000

40,000

90,000
10,000
2,800
4,000

2,400
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Fund - 76501
Dept ID - 71120100

Account
51605
51801
51802
51803
51901
51902
51903
51904
51905
51906
51907
51909
51910
51911
51912
51915
51916
51918
51919
51920
51927
52021
52031
52041
52042
52043
52061
52071
52072
52081
52091
52101
52111
52114
52115
52116
52117
52118
52141
52142
52143
52144
52145
52162
52163
52165
52166
52168
52191
52193
52194
51000

Account Description
Private Car Expense
Other Services
Public Safety Realignment
Other Contract Services
Telecommunication Data Lines
Telecommunication Usage
Telecommunication Installation
ISD - Baseline Services
ISD - Improvement Projects
ISD - Supplemental Projects
ISD - Device Modernization Pro
Telecommunication Wireless Svc
Courier Services
Mail Services
Records Services
ISD - Reprographics Services
County Services Chgs
HRMS Charges
EFS Charges
Risk Mgmt Benefit Admin Chgs
Unclaimable HRMS
Subtotal Services
Clothing, Uniforms, Personal
Food
Household Supplies Expense
Janitorial Supplies
Safety Supplies/Equipment
Fuel/Gas/Oil
Materials and Supplies Expense
Chemicals
Medical/Laboratory Supplies
Memberships/Certifications
Other Supplies
Office Supplies
Freight/Postage
Books/Media/Subscriptions
Photocopy Supplies
Mail and Postage Supplies
Printing and Binding Supplies
Minor Equipment/Small Tools
Computer Equipment/Accessories
Computer Software/Licensing
Equipment Allowance
Grant Acquired Tools/Equip
Special Department Expense
Professional Development
Physical Fitness
Employee Recognition Expense
Recreational Supplies
Utilities Expense
Utilities - Electric
Utilities - Water
Subtotal Supplies
Total Services and Supplies

54

FY 2019-2020
Revised
Budget

707,323
500

1,050

500
500

2,550
709,873
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Fund - 76501
Dept ID - 71120100

Account
53012
53101
53103
53104
53105
53201
53301
53402
53501
53611
53000
54101
54305
54330
54331
54333
54405
54406
54503
54000
55011
55000
56030
56000
57011
57012
57015
57101
57000
58010
58011
58016
58000
59002
59004
59005
59000
19810
19820
19821
19831
19832
19834
19840
19850
19000

Account Description
Support and Care of Persons
Principal Payments - LT Debt
Interest on LT Debt
Other Interest Expense
Costs of Issuance
Judgments and Damages
Taxes and Assessments
Depreciation Expense
Contributions
Income Allocations
Total Other Charges
Land
Machinery and Equipment
Grant Acquired Equipment
Mobile Equipment
Computer Equipment
CIP - Bldg & Impr
CIP - Infrastructure
Work in Progress - Eqt
Total Capital Expenditures
Appropriation for Contingenc
Total Appropriations for Contingencies
Residual Equity Transfers
Total Special Items
Transfers Out - within a Fund
Transfers Out - btw Govtl Fund
Transfers Out - All Others
Other Financing Uses
Total Other Financing Uses
Reimb. - General
Reimb. - Administration
Reimb. - Labor
Total Reimbursements
Advances
Administrative Control Account
Admin Control Acct Clearing
Total Administrative Control Accts
Acq-Land
Acq-Machinery and Equipment
Acq-Grant Acquired Equipment
Acq-CIP-Bldg & Impr
Acq-CIP-Infrastructure
Acq-CIP-Infrastructure Labor
Acq-WIP-Equipment
Acq-Intangibles-Amortizbl
Total Capital Assets
Grand Total Expenditures
Increase/(Decrease) to Fund Balance
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FY 2019-2020
Revised
Budget

0

0
20,000
20,000
0

0

0

0

0
729,873
(26,760)
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Action Item
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andy Rodgers, Administrator
Contract with Kronick, Moskowitz, Tiedemann and Girard, LLC.

Summary: Proposal to amend the existing contract with Kronick, Moskovitz, Tiedemann and
Girard, LLC to provide general counsel and other legal services through June 30, 2020, for
an amount not to exceed $55,000.

Background
The Sacramento-based law firm Kronick, Moskovitz, Tiedemann and Girard (KMTG) was
selected to serve as general legal counsel for the GSA through a formal solicitation process in
2017, and a contract was approved by the Board at its August 2017 meeting. The contract
expired at the end of the fiscal year, and at its June meeting, the Board extended the contract
through October 31, 2018 and added $20,000. At the October 2018 meeting, the Board
approved adding $40,000 to the contract, and extending it through June 30, 2019. The total
budget for KMTG during Fiscal Years 2017-2018 and 2018-2019 was $120,000.
KMTG services include:
•
•
•
•

Attending Board meetings;
Reviewing Board meeting agendas and specific staff reports at the request of staff or the
Chair;
Preparing and/or reviewing contracts with consultants and sub-contractors;
Developing GSA policies and procedures, including bylaws and policies for conflicts of
interest, document retention, contracting, purchasing, and retention.

In addition to providing general counsel services, KMTG has provided legal advice to the GSA
regarding financing options and has worked closely with staff and consultants on the rate and
fee study.

Contract amendment
The proposed contract amendment (attached) would add an additional amount (not-to-exceed
$55,000) and extend the contract through June 30, 2020. The total for Fiscal Years 2017-2018,
2018-2019 and 2019-2020 would be a not-to-exceed amount of $175,000. Since the completion
of the rate and fee study in June 2019, staff and counsel anticipate that monthly spending for
legal services will remain modest.
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Staff Recommendation
Staff recommends the Board approve to amend the existing contract by adding $55,000 and
extend it through June 30, 2020.

Fiscal Information
The proposed revised Fiscal Year 2019-20 budget (item 7D) includes $55,000 in funding for legal
services.

Vote Required
Majority

List of Attachments
1. Proposed Contract Amendment

Contact
Andy Rodgers, Administrator, 707-508-3672, arodgers@westyost.com
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AMENDMENT NO. 3
to the
CONTRACT TO PROVIDE LEGAL SERVICES
between the
SANTA ROSA PLAIN GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY and
KRONICK, MOSKOVITZ, TIEDEMANN AND GIRARD
dated
OCTOBER 17, 2017

This Amendment No. 3 ("Amendment') to the Contract Legal Services Agreement (“Contract”)
between Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency ("Agency") and Kronick,
Moskovitz, Tiedemann And Girard ("Attorney") dated October 17, 2017 is made and entered into
this 12th day of December 2019.
RECITALS
WHEREAS, Agency and Attorney originally executed the Contract Legal Services
Agreement on October 17, 2017; and
WHEREAS, the parties now desire to extend the term of the Contract; and
WHEREAS, Agency desires to increase the not-to-exceed total payments amount.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED by the parties hereto to amend the Contract
as follows:
1. Term: The Term of the Contract, as set forth in section 3 of the Contract, is hereby
extended until June 30, 2020.
2. Compensation: The text of section 2 of the Contract is hereby amended to read:
“Compensation to Attorney for services shall be at the rates set forth in
Exhibit B, provided however that total payments hereunder shall not
exceed $60,000 $80,000 $120,000 $175,000. The rates set forth in Exhibit
B shall not be adjusted without a formal amendment to this Agreement.”
3. Except as expressly provided herein, nothing in this Amendment shall be deemed to waive
or modify any of the other provisions of the Contract. In the event of any conflict between
this Amendment and the Contract, the terms of this Amendment No. 3 shall prevail.

[signatures on following page]

1913249.1 14384-002
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Amendment as the date herein
set forth.
SANTA ROSA PLAIN GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY

By:

__________________________________________
Andy Rodgers, Administrator
Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency

KRONICK MOSKOVITZ TIEDEMANN & GIRARD

By:

__________________________________________
Scott Morris, Managing Shareholder
Kronick Moskovitz Tiedemann & Girard

APPROVED AS TO FORM

By:

__________________________________________
Scott Morris, General Counsel
Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency

1913249.1 14384-002
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Action Item
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andy Rodgers, Administrator
Contract with West Yost Associates

Summary: Proposal to amend contract with West Yost Associates to provide program
development and implementation services supporting the Groundwater User Registration
Program from November 1, 2018 through June 30, 2020.

Background
Staffing for the GSA is provided through agreements with member agencies and consultants. At
the October 2018 meeting, the Board authorized an Agreement with West Yost Associates to
provide the GSA with administrative services for November 1, 2018 through June 30, 2020 for
an amount not-to-exceed $275,500. The scope of work includes Andy Rodgers serving as the
GSA administrator supported by administrative staff Sabrina Marson and clerical staff Simone
Peters. Also included in the West Yost contract is the Gold Ridge RCD providing on-going
financial and consulting services.
In June 2019, the GSA Board approved an Ordinance Requiring Registration of Groundwater
Use Facilities, Water User Reporting, and Authorizing the Adoption of Groundwater
Sustainability Fee (Ordinance No. 19-01) and approved Resolution No. SRP 19-02 to establish a
groundwater sustainability fee. As established in Ordinance No. 19-01, a Groundwater User
Registration Program will be implemented.
The Groundwater User Registration Program is a free information exchange program that will
allow the GSA to verify basic information about groundwater use and could provide important
information about wells and areas that may benefit from future programs. GSA staff is working
with member agency staff, the Advisory Committee, and a focused workgroup which includes
partner agencies such as Permit Sonoma and the Agricultural Commissioner’s office to develop
the groundwater user registration program.
Based on recommendations from the Advisory Committee, Board and the focused workgroup,
the Groundwater User Registration Program will include the following primary elements:
•
•
•

Santa Rosa Plain sub-basin groundwater user information database
Groundwater User Registration Program webpage(s)
Interactive web map

Agenda Item: 7F
Meeting Date: December 12, 2019

•
•
•
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A form for the general public to review and provide additional information to GSA
A technical team focused on developing, evaluating, and managing the database
A management team to coordinate communications, synchronize efforts with partner
agencies, manage stakeholder and public inquiries, and report to member agency staff,
the Advisory Committee and the Board

Roles and responsibilities for continued development, launch and implementation of the
registration program have not yet been fully determined; however, West Yost staff have been
organizing development of the program with partner agencies to date. As a civil engineering
and water resources engineering firm, West Yost has technical staff available, as needed, to
support the Administrator duties currently under contract with the GSA.
Because of the recent power shutoff and wildfire emergencies, launch and implementation of
the groundwater user registration program has been delayed until Spring 2020. However,
significant effort requiring increased funding is needed as soon as possible to keep advancing
the registration program so it can be approved by the Board in February (or April) 2020 and
ready for launch.
In consultation with GSA member agency staff, a contract amendment with West Yost for
$45,000 is recommended. Approval of additional funds in December 2019 will allow West Yost
to host, update and maintain the GSA website (currently managed by Sonoma Water), integrate
the interactive map (currently being developed by Permit Sonoma) with the information survey
form being developed by the registration program workgroup, and connect the form to a GSA
groundwater database currently managed by Sonoma Water. Also contemplated is facilitating a
beta test group comprised of people with varied backgrounds and familiarities with the GSA.

Contract amendment
The proposed contract amendment (attached) would add an additional amount (not-to-exceed
$45,000) to support development and implementation of the Groundwater User Registration
Program through June 30, 2020. The total for Fiscal Years 2017-2018, 2018-2019 and 2019-2020
would be a not-to-exceed amount of $320,500.

Staff Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Board approve to amend the existing contract with West Yost
Associates by adding $45,000.

Fiscal Information
The proposed revised Fiscal Year 2019-20 budget (item 7D) includes a total of $90,000 in
funding for developing and implementing the Groundwater User Registration Program. The
administrative services budget is proposed to remain unchanged.

Vote Required
Majority
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List of Attachments
1. Proposed contract amendment

Contact
Andy Rodgers, Administrator, 707-508-3672, arodgers@westyost.com
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AMENDMENT NO. 1
to the
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT
between the
SANTA ROSA PLAIN GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY and
WEST YOST ASSOCIATES
dated
NOVEMBER 1, 2018

This Amendment No. 1 ("Amendment') to the Professional Services Agreement (“Contract”)
between Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency ("Agency") and West Yost
Associates ("Consultant") dated November 1, 2018 is made and entered into this 12th day of
December 2019.
RECITALS
WHEREAS, Agency and Consultant executed the Professional Services Agreement on
November 1, 2018; and
WHEREAS, Agency desires to increase the not-to-exceed total payments amount.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED by the parties hereto to amend the Contract
as follows:
1. Compensation: The text of Recital A of the Contract is hereby amended to read:
“The Agency requests consulting services necessary for Administrative
Services, in an amount not to exceed $275,500 $320,500 from
November 1, 2018 through June 30, 2020.”
2. Consultant's scope of work is expanded to provide program development and
implementation services supporting the Groundwater User Registration Program.
3. Except as expressly provided herein, nothing in this Amendment shall be deemed to waive
or modify any of the other provisions of the Contract. In the event of any conflict between
this Amendment and the Contract, the terms of this Amendment No. 1 shall prevail.

[signatures on following page]

2019-12-04 Amendment 1 to Professional Services Agreement with West Yost...
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Amendment as the date herein
set forth.
SANTA ROSA PLAIN GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY

By:

__________________________________________
Andy Rodgers, Administrator
Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency

WEST YOST ASSOCIATES, LLC

By:

__________________________________________
West Yost Associates

APPROVED AS TO FORM

By:

__________________________________________
Scott Morris, General Counsel
Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency

2019-12-04 Amendment 1 to Professional Services Agreement with West Yost...
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Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Action Item
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andy Rodgers, Administrator
Proposition 68 Grant Opportunity and Resolution

Summary: Staff recommends the Board support the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater
Sustainability Agency Sustainable Groundwater Planning Round 3 Project and approve a
resolution.

Background
In 2017, the GSA applied for and was awarded a $1 million grant from California Department of
Water Resources (DWR) with funding from the voter-approved Proposition 1 (the Water
Quality, Supply and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014).
On September 9, 2019, DWR opened the application period for a new round of grant funding
under Proposition 68 (the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and
Outdoor Access for All Act of 2018). Grant applications must be submitted by November
15, and the projects must be completed by April 2022. The GSA may apply for a maximum
of $1 million for Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) development planning or
implementation.
The grants staff reviewed the project solicitation, participated in a webinar with DWR and
worked closely with the technical staff and administrator to develop a proposal that would
further the information needed to successfully complete and implement the GSP. The
proposed tasks were also provided to the Advisory Committee for input. The projects fall into
the following categories:
Outreach/Coordination: These tasks would help the GSA to (1) better reach key rural
residential stakeholders through a research-based, focused engagement campaign and (2)
coordinate information needs with land use agencies, agriculture and natural resource
agencies. The second component of the task would assist in the development of Sustainable
Management Criteria – an integral part of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan.
Improved groundwater-use estimates and land use planning/well permitting information:
These tasks would improve available information to help better model current and future
groundwater conditions. One component would include an assessment of both rural
residential and agricultural water uses that together make up a majority of the rural
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groundwater demand and a second component would include working closely with Permit
Sonoma to improve the collection, compilation and management of groundwater information,
including data collected as part of the well permitting process.
Hydrogeologic characterization/monitoring: These tasks enhance what we know about the
basin, and include: (1) drilling four multilevel deep monitoring wells to help fill data gaps and
improve the monitoring network ; and (2) performing seepage runs (seasonal streamflow
measurement events at up to 60 locations in streams throughout the Subbasin) to better
understand streamflow gains and losses and the distribution of interconnected surface water.
The above-described project categories were discussed with GSA member agency staff on
September 19 for input and with the Advisory Committee at its November meeting. The
application was submitted by the deadline of November 15 and, if selected by DWR for funding,
requires that the GSA adopt the attached resolution prior to final grant award.

Proposed Action
A resolution is required by the GSA Board in support of the grant application. Because the
October GSA Board meeting was cancelled, staff is proposing the Board adopt the attached
resolution supporting the grant application.

Staff Recommendation
Approve the attached resolution directing that application be made to obtain a grant under the
2019 Sustainable Groundwater Management Grant Program Planning – Round 3; and to enter
into an agreement to receive a grant for the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability
Agency Sustainable Groundwater Planning Round 3 Project (Project); and authorizing the Chief
Engineer/Director of Groundwater Management of the Sonoma County Water Agency, acting
as Plan Manager of the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency, to prepare the
necessary data, conduct investigations, file a grant application, and enter into an agreement
with the California Department of Water Resources for the Project, and take all actions
necessary to implement the grant agreement.

Fiscal Information
No direct fiscal impacts. The funds that would be used as a match for this grant could not be
used to match future grants.

Vote Required
Supermajority

List of Attachments
1. Resolution SRP-19-005

Contact
Andy Rodgers, Administrator, 707-508-3672, arodgers@westyost.com
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Resolution No. SRP-19-005

SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY

Resolution of the Governing Board of the SANTA ROSA PLAIN GROUNDWATER
SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY

(Project)

RESOLVED by Governing Board of the SANTA ROSA PLAIN GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY

1
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Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved that the Board of Directors of the SANTA ROSA PLAIN
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY hereby finds, determines, certifies, and declares as
follows:
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PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 12th day of December 2019, by the following vote:
AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

DIRECTORS:
Belforte:
Hopkins:

Carnacchi:_______Dutton: _____
Jacobs:
Nagle: _____

Fudge:___ __
Harvey:___ ___
Schwedhelm: _______Zane: ______
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