
.

Groundwater Sustainability Fee
MARCH 2019 COMMUNITY MEETINGS
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Agenda
A. Welcome and Introductions

B. Background: Why groundwater management is needed

C. Information about the Groundwater Sustainability Agency

D. Proposed Groundwater Sustainability Fee

E. Proposed Groundwater Users Registration Program

F. Next Steps

G. Public Comment

H. Adjourn
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Santa Rosa Plain conditions
& history

• Surface waters & groundwater 
closely connected 

• Average annual groundwater 
extraction greater than recharge

• Some historic water quality issues
• Basin is sensitive to climate 

conditions
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Protecting groundwater is critical ….
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The Sustainable 
Groundwater 
Management Act
• Became law in 2015

• Bipartisan support

• Three Sonoma County 
basins initially affected 
by SGMA:

o Sonoma Valley

o Petaluma Valley

o Santa Rosa Plain
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SGMA steps and deadlines
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GSA represents diverse stakeholder 
interests
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SGMA steps and deadlines
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A plan to protect groundwater today and 
for future generations
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Why aren’t fees proposed in the other two 
local basins?
• Far fewer groundwater users in Sonoma Valley and 
Petaluma

Valley – but costs to comply with SGMA are similar. As a
result:
o Estimated fee for groundwater users in Petaluma Valley 
would be double the proposed Santa Rosa Plain fee
o Estimated fee for groundwater users in Sonoma Valley 
would be 2.5 times the proposed Santa Rosa Plain fee

• Santa Rosa Plain has more member agencies (9) than
Petaluma Valley (5) and Sonoma Valley (6)
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What is the Groundwater Sustainability Fee?
• Fee is based on actual or estimated groundwater use

• Fee is based on the amount of water use, measured
by the acre foot (about 326,000 gallons)

• Rural residential (domestic) groundwater users would
pay an annual fee of $8-$13

• Large groundwater users would pay between $16-$26
per acre foot of water pumped annually

• Would be levied for three years, after which time the
Board could end, extend, or replace it with a different fee
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The Groundwater Sustainability Fee:
• Would go into effect on July 1, 2019, and would be

collected on the 2019-2020 property tax bills

• Is NOT a property tax – the property tax bill is just a simple
way to collect the fee

• Will NOT be increased for the three years it’s in effect

• Is supported by California law, the state Constitution and
recent court cases

• Because it is based on groundwater use, larger users
will pay more than smaller users

13



How do you know how much groundwater 
people use?
• Metered pumping data: Municipal & public water systems 

(includes some commercial uses such as wineries)

• Estimated groundwater use (pumping data not 
available):
o Rural residential, agriculture & other users (e.g., golf 

courses)

o Estimates of groundwater use are based on crop type or 
land use

o Estimates must be supported by data, reports, studies by 
independent parties
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What is the rate based on?

The average annual ÷ Acre feet of Per acre
=costs of running groundwater foot rate

the GSA used annually 
in the basin
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What is the rate based on?

Estimated 5-year operating expenses* $3,000,400

GSA Member agency repayment 
deferral -$992,000

Grant funding -$1,000,000

Total to be recovered $1,008,400

Years to recover expenses 3
Total estimated annual amount to be 
recovered $337,000*
*Rounded up to the nearest hundred (operating expenses) and thousand (annual amount to be recovered). Repayment to member
agencies has been deferred.
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How is the Groundwater Sustainability Fee 
calculated?

Amount of = Fee paid 
groundwater used x Rate

annually
annually
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Example 1: Rural Residential (domestic) well 
owners

$16 per $8 fee
0.5 acre feet of 

x acre foot = per parcel
water annually

(low range) annually

$26 per $13 fee
0.5 acre feet of 

x acre foot = per parcel
water annually

(high range) annually
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Example 2:  City of Santa Rosa
1,598 acre $16 per 
feet of water x acre foot = $25,568 fee 
annually (low range) paid annually

1,598 acre $26 per 
feet of water x acre foot = $41,548 fee 
annually (high range) paid annually
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Example 3: Grape grower with 100 acres of 
irrigated vines

(Estimated 0.6 acre feet of water 
$16 per 

used per acre of grapes
x acre foot = $960

Multiplied by 100 acres =
(low range)

60 acre feet)

(Estimated 0.6 acre feet of water 
$26 per 

used per acre of grapes
x acre foot = $1,560

Multiplied by 100 acres =
(high range)

60 acre feet)
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Source of Usage

Proposed 
Groundwater 
Sustainability 

Fee
Annual State

Intervention Fees

Charge per Acre Foot (agriculture,   
municipal, golf courses, etc.) $16 - $26

$300 base fee,
plus $40 per AF*

Charge for Rural Residential
($ per parcel/year) $8 - $13 $100 

Charge for Urban Supplemental
Irrigation Wells ($ per parcel/year) $1-3 $100 

*The $300 annual base fee is charged to all well owners, except de minimis (rural & urban residential).
** $100 fee may be charged by State if it deems total de minimis extractions to be significant.

Estimated fees compared to State Intervention Fees



What is the Groundwater User Registration 
Program?

A simple, free, one-time registration program that will 
allow the GSA to verify basic information about 
groundwater use
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How does the Groundwater User Registration 
Program work?
Step 1. Owners of parcels assumed to use groundwater will receive a letter 
from the GSA that includes:

o Parcel number, address, parcel size, type of land use

Step 2. If information is correct, groundwater users can:

o Do nothing OR

o Contact GSA to provide optional additional information (well location, 
depth, water quality concerns, etc.)

Step 3. If information is incorrect, groundwater users can:

o Go online/call to make corrections
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The Groundwater User Registration Program:

• Does NOT require meters to be installed on wells

• Does NOT require groundwater users to monitor their water use 
(although people are welcome to join the voluntary monitoring 
program)

• Does NOT require groundwater users to fill out forms, unless they 
want to share or correct information 

• Technical assistance/guidance will be available from
Ag Commissioner, GSA staff and Permit Sonoma 
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Why is the GSA proposing the Groundwater User 
Registration Program?

• SGMA requires some form of regulation to assess fees on
de minimus groundwater users (i.e., most rural residential  
groundwater users)

• De minimus water users (those using less than 652,702
gallons per year for domestic purposes) pump about
one-quarter of the total groundwater used in the
Santa Rosa Plain basin

• The program could provide important information about
wells and areas that may benefit from future programs

• SGMA does NOT authorize the GSA to meter de minimus users
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Status of GSA Activities and Next Steps
• Your input will be provided to GSA Board and posted

online

• Fee methodology discussion and possible action:
Board meeting, March 14, 1 p.m., 35 Stony Point
Road

• Possible approval of fee and groundwater user
registration:  Board meeting, April 11, time to be
determined
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Public Comments

Go to 
www.santarosaplaingroundwater.org

for more information
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http://www.santarosaplaingroundwater.org/



